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Happy New Year!  
Welcome to MUMA’s Education Program for schools, Semester 1, 2015. You’re invited to connect 
with contemporary art through our exhibitions and programs. Most learning experiences are free 
and all can be tailored for the age and needs of your students. We are located under 15 minutes 
from the city by train.

welcome to muma

exhibitions

Justene Williams: 
The curtain breathed deeply
7 february — 2 april 2015

Sensory overload is the signature of this expansive video 
environment by Sydney-based artist Justene Williams. 
In what is her largest and most ambitious undertaking 
to date, Williams will present a hypnotising landscape 
constructed from blended film sets, stage props and 
video installations. This major new body of work draws 
upon references to art history: Picasso, Leger and Kahlo; 
together with pop culture influences such as hip hop, 90s 
pop group Milli Vanilli and the broadway musical A Chorus 
Line. Williams’ choreographed videos blend references to 
shamanism, voodoo and primitivism; she amasses a wealth 
of pattern, colour and texture, with layered references to 
her own childhood: memories of her father’s wrecking 
yard, early dance classes and experience constructing 
elaborate retail window displays. Found objects that draw 
upon the Australian suburban vernacular of the garden 
shed, inflatable pool and barbecue will be amongst many 
materials transformed in this sequence of vivid theatrical and 
experiential environments. 

Coming to MUMA from Artspace, Sydney, The Curtain 
Breathed Deeply has been developed through the Catalyst: 
Katherine Hannay Visual Arts Commission.

Term 1

Justene Williams
The Joy of Life after Marcel 2014 (film still)
courtesy of the artist and Sarah Cottier Gallery, Sydney

Georgiana Houghton
The Spirit of Peace 1865
courtesy of Victorian Spiritualist Union Inc

Believe not every spirit,  
but try the spirits
22 april — 27 june 2015

This exhibition takes as its starting point a forgotten artist 
from the Victorian era, Georgiana Houghton (1814-1884), 
who developed a complex visual practice based on 
otherworldly entities. Houghton produced wildly abstract 
watercolors to convey important spiritual messages. These 
works are remarkable since they represent an abandonment 
of figurative form that predates the development of 
abstraction by several decades. This exhibition will be the 
first time Houghton’s watercolours have been presented to 
the public since 1871. Houghton’s paintings will be exhibited 
alongside works by a range of historical and contemporary 
artists, architects and filmmakers, whose creativity is similarly 
influenced by the transcendental resonances of spiritualism. 
 
Guest curators: 

Lars Bang Larsen is a Copenhagen-based curator and 
writer. 

Marco Pasi is Associate Professor of the History of  
Hermetic philosophy and related currents at the University  
of Amsterdam.

Term 2



student learning

Explore contemporary art and learn outside the classroom during a free excursion to MUMA.   
Our education programs inspire students to experience exhibitions and become immersed in 
contemporary art as they engage with VCE and AusVELS studies. 

Ian Milliss, Circular tug of war 1971/2014, installation view. 

Artist-led student workshop with Sanné Mestrom, 2014

BEHIND THE SCENES: ART INDUSTRY tours
VCE Studio Arts 
Unit 4, Area of Study 3; Art Industry Contexts

Learn first-hand about the process of developing, installing 
and promoting a contemporary art exhibition. Students will 
examine characteristics of MUMA as an arts organisation 
and consider the role of the curator, artist and other arts 
professionals who work within the arts industry. Specific 
examples of exhibition design, display and promotion are 
discussed. Students also go behind-the-scenes in the 
storeroom to explore preservation and conservation, and see 
how artworks are cared for at MUMA.

Free

GOING PUBLIC AND PRIVATE: ART TOUR
VCE Studio Arts 
Unit 4, Area of Study 3; Art Industry Contexts

A joint excursion to two contemporary arts spaces in 
South Eastern Melbourne: MUMA and Ten Cubed. During 
gallery visits to a public museum and a private gallery, 
students meet arts professionals and compare how the 
two organisations present and promote their exhibitions.  
Students also visit the storerooms at both organisations and 
see how various artworks are cared for behind-the-scenes. 

Free

Dates: Tuesdays and Thursdays. Early bookings essential.

Offered as a walking tour or schools may opt to use their 
own transport. Please discuss when booking. 

GUIDED FLOORTALKS
Can be tailored for students of all levels

Students explore the artistic practices and ideas presented 
throughout MUMA’s current exhibition. They are encouraged 
to respond to artworks presented in the galleries and the 
Ian Potter Sculpture Court. Please review MUMA’s exhibition 
program when selecting a date for your excursion.

Free 

MONASH ART DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE (MADA)
All levels

While you are on campus give your students an insight into 
studying art, design or architecture at university.  MUMA can 
arrange for a tour of MADA studios.

Free, 30 minutes

ART, DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE WORKSHOPS
All levels: Art, Studio Arts & Vis Com

Encourage your students to use contemporary art, design 
and architecture practice as a starting point for their own 
creative explorations. Through a hands-on workshop 
with a leading local practitioner, students develop insights 
about the creative process. MUMA can arrange for a 
specialist from the field of sculpture, printmaking, painting, 
photography, video, architecture or design. Please discuss 
your preferences at the time of booking.

Cost: $280 for a 1.5 hour workshop



Explore new teaching ideas and connect with colleagues at MUMA. Hosted in our dedicated 
education space, MUMA’s Professional Development days are delivered by leading artists and 
museum professionals. Programs are designed to enhance your knowledge of contemporary 
practice and provide you with inspiring learning activities that can be applied in the classroom.

teacher proFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

JUSTENE WILLIAMS: THE CURTAIN BREATHED 
DEEPLY & VIDEO PROJECTION MASTERCLASS 
WITH AMANDA MORGAN
For primary & secondary visual arts teachers

Join MUMA’s Director Charlotte Day for a walk through of the 
immersive exhibition Justene Williams:The Curtain Breathed 
Deeply. Experience a sequence of theatrical environments, 
and explore how the artist has transformed found materials 
and video to create fantastical imagery. Discover how 
Williams blends influences from art history and pop culture 
with personal memories and experiences.  

The second part of the day combines an artist talk and 
workshop led by acclaimed projection artist Amanda 
Morgan. Amanda recently presented a commission for White 
Night Melbourne and will engage teachers in a conversation 
about the proliferation of projected imagery in contemporary 
art. Following her talk, Amanda will guide teachers through 
a practical animation and projection workshop to create a 
response to the exhibition.

Date: Thursday 26 March, 9.30am – 3pm

Cost: $50  
Full day program including exhibition catalogue, education 
resources, workshop materials, lunch and refreshments.

Bring: Participating teachers please bring a laptop.  
Software: Adobe Photoshop CC and/or iMovie. 

Nick Azidis and Amanda Morgan
Carol of the Birds 2014 (installation view)
Commissioned by City of Greater Geelong as part of 
the Geelong City Hall Projection Program, 2014
photo: James HH Morgan

CURTAIN COUTURE:  
CHILDREN’S FASHION WORKSHOP

Date: Saturday 21 February 2015, 10.30am-1.30pm

Free

Suitable for children aged 8 — 12 
Places are limited. Early bookings essential.

To book contact: Kate.Barber@monash.edu

family day

Participating visitors will work with artist Justene Williams 
to construct their own fantastical garment using recycled 
materials, and incorporating pattern, colour and texture.  
Curtain Couture is inspired by Justene Williams:The Curtain 
Breathed Deeply and riffs off the resourcefulness and flair 
of cinematic heroines Maria (Julie Andrews: The Sound of 
Music) and Scarlett (Vivien Leigh: Gone With The Wind) who 
both adapted drapes to dramatic effect. The program will 
encourage participants to reflect on sustainability in fashion, 
and how clothing can affect our emotional and psychological 
state.  

Presented as part of the Virgin Australia Melbourne Fashion 
Festival‘s Cultural Program Project Series 2015.



general information

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS
Student programs include floortalks, lectures, behind-the-
scenes tours and practical workshops. Most programs are 
free of charge and are suitable for school groups of all ages.

LEARNING IN THE GALLERIES
MUMA offers a valuable opportunity for students to 
view and respond to artwork first-hand. We encourage 
participation in discussions about contemporary art in a 
supportive environment where the perspective of each 
individual is valued, and the importance of considering 
the views of others is highlighted as part of the learning 
process. MUMA educators invite students to develop 
their capacity to think and talk about contemporary art 
by reflecting upon what they observe in the galleries, and 
responding to focussed questions from presenters.

WORKSHOPS
Hands-on art and design workshops are offered in MUMA’s 
purpose-built Helen Macpherson-Smith Education Space 
and MADA (Monash Art Design & Architecture) studios by 
arrangement. Learning activities can be inspired by themes 
within the current exhibition program, contemporary artists, 
architecture and/or artworks from the Monash University 
Collection. 

CURRICULUM LINKS
All MUMA education programs and online resources are 
developed by registered teachers to support the delivery 
of key curriculum areas within AusVELS and VCE Study 
Designs. IB Visual Arts programs can be developed upon 
request. In consultation with visiting teachers, MUMA 
education programs are planned to meet the needs of each 
visiting group. 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
Subscribe to receive information about forthcoming MUMA 
education programs. 

To join visit: 
www.monash.edu/muma/about/mailinglist

teacher PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
MUMA is a recognised professional development provider 
and member of the Strategic Partnerships Program (SPP) 
within the Victorian Department of Education and Training.

ONLINE EDUCATION RESOURCES
A suite of education resources are freely available online 
from the MUMA website. New resources are developed 
each semester in response to the MUMA exhibition 
program and relevant curriculum areas. Presented as 
downloadable PDFs, the resources include curator 
interviews, installation photographs, introductory texts, 
topics for discussion, and relevant references and 
terminology.

To view and download MUMA education kits visit:  
www.monash.edu.au/muma/education

PUBLICATIONS
Printed catalogues featuring documentation of artists’ work 
and texts by MUMA curators, academics and guest writers 
are created to complement the MUMA exhibition program.

For more information or to order catalogues visit: 
www.monash.edu/muma/publications

OUTREACH
MUMA aims to provide greater access to contemporary 
artists, the Monash University Collection and the MUMA 
exhibition program through its outreach program. In 
consultation with teachers MUMA can arrange artist talks, 
workshops and lectures at schools throughout Victoria to 
respond to specific curriculum requirements. 

Cost: 

$280 for a 1.5 hour program, plus any additional travel 
costs. Some schools may be eligible for subsidies.  
Please enquire at the time of booking.

TAILORED PROGRAMS
In consultation with teachers MUMA staff can develop 
tailored programs to meet the interests of school art 
faculties and other community groups.
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CAULFIELD RAILWAY STATIONNORMANBY RD TRAM STOP

BUS STOP

TAXI RANK

Ground Floor, Building F 
Monash University, Caulfield Campus 
900 Dandenong Road 
Caulfield East, VIC 3145 Australia

www.monash.edu.au/muma 
Telephone +61 3 9905 4217 
muma@monash.edu 
Tues – Fri 10am – 5pm; Sat 12 – 5pm

BOOKINGS 
Bookings are essential for all school visits. 

To arrange a booking, contact MUMA’s  
Education Officer, Melissa Bedford:  
(03) 9903 2571 or Melissa.Bedford@monash.edu

TRAIN
Caulfield Railway Station is adjacent to the Monash  
University Caulfield Campus. The Cranbourne, Dandenong, 
Frankston and Pakenham lines all stop at the station. MUMA 
is a short 15 minute train trip from Flinders St. 

Tram  
Stop 57, tram Number 3 

BUS PARKING  
Free parking for buses at Monash Caulfield campus can be 
arranged upon request. School groups intending to utilise 
bus parking are advised to inform MUMA education staff 
when booking their visit.

BUS
Bus Route 624 
Kew, Auburn Railway Station, Caulfield Railway Station, 
Chadstone Shopping Centre, Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, 
Oakleigh Railway Station.

Bus Route 900 
Stud Park Shopping Centre, Waverley Park, Monash 
University Clayton campus, Huntingdale Station, Oakleigh 
Railway Station, Chadstone Shopping Centre.

To plan your public transport journey visit:  
www.ptv.vic.gov.au

Planning a visit to muma




