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Questions related to the immigration intake have been 
a staple of public opinion polling for over 50 years. 
Responses indicate considerable shift in opinion over 
time, with negative view of the level of intake in the 
range 34%-73% since 1990. 

In the early 1990s, a large majority (over 70% at its 
peak) considered that the intake was ‘too high’. 

Surveys after 1998 recorded a significant and consistent 
shift in opinion, such that perception that the intake 
was ‘too high’ became the minority viewpoint and for 
eight years the level of those who considered the 
intake to be ‘about right’ or ‘too low’ was in the range 
54–57%. 

The 2010 Scanlon Foundation survey found a marked 
fall in the proportion who considered the intake to be 
‘about right’ or ‘too low’, from 55% to 46%, while 
those of the view that the intake was ‘too high’ rose 
from 37% to 47%.  
 
This increased negativity towards immigration was a 
temporary development. Between 2011 and 2013 the 
proportion in agreement that the intake was ‘too high’ 
was in the range 39%-42%, between 2014 and 2017 a 
lower 34%-37%, and in 2018 and 2019 a slightly higher 
41-44%. In 2019, a majority, 58%, considered that the 
intake was ‘about right’ or ‘too low.’ 
 
A number of recent polls based on random samples of 
the population included questions on immigration. 
Their findings support the pattern indicated by 
Scanlon Foundation surveys. Thus the 2014 Lowy 
Institute Poll found that 37% of respondents 
considered the intake to be ‘too high’, 61% ‘about right’ 
or ‘too low.’ The 2016 Lowy Institute Poll tested 
response to the proposition that ‘overall, there is too 
much immigration to Australia’: 40% of respondents 
agreed, 57% disagreed. The 2019 Lowy Institute Poll 
found that 47% of respondents considered the intake 
to be ‘too high’, 53% ‘about right’ or ‘too low’. 
 
The twelve Scanlon Foundation national surveys have 
asked respondents if ‘accepting immigrants from many 
different countries makes Australia stronger.’ 

The surveys have found a large degree of consistency in 
response. Those who agree that immigrants from 
many different countries make Australia stronger 
outnumber those who disagree by a ratio of more 
than 2:1 – in 2019, 67% agree and 32% disagree.   

 
‘What do you think of the number of 
immigrants accepted into Australia at 
present?’ 

Year Too high About right/  
too low 

1990 65%** 32%** 

1991 73%** 25%** 

1992 71%** 25%** 

1995 59%** 37%** 

1997 64%** 28%** 

2001 41%** 54%** 

2003 37%** 57%** 

2005 39%** 56%** 

2007* 36%** 53%** 
2009* 37%** 55%** 
2010* 47%** 46%** 
2011* 39%** 55%** 
2012* 38%** 56%** 
2013* 42%** 51%** 
2014* 35%** 58%** 
2015* 35%** 60%** 
2016* 34%** 59%** 
2017* 37%** 56%** 
2018* 44%***  55%*** 
2019* 41%*** 58%*** 

*Scanlon Foundation surveys  
**Random Digital Dialling (RDD) telephone survey  
***Life in AustraliaTM (LinA) online panel survey   

‘Accepting immigrants from many different 
countries makes Australia stronger.’   

Response 2014* 2016* 2018** 2019** 

Strongly 
agree 26% 30% 17% 17% 

Agree 41% 36% 46% 50% 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

5% 4% 0% 0% 

Disagree 16% 16% 24% 22% 

Strongly 
disagree 10% 11% 13% 11% 

Refused/ 
Don’t know 2% 2% – – 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

*Random Digital Dialling (RDD) telephone survey  
**Life in AustraliaTM (LinA) online panel survey   

 
Scanlon Foundation Social Cohesion Research Program, Monash University 
Analysis prepared by Prof. Andrew Markus 

 

Public Opinion Fact Sheet 2 

Immigration August 2020 
 


