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TITLE: Assessing platypus populations in the greater Melbourne area 

 

 
INSTITUTION: cesar Pty. Ltd., 293 Royal Parade, Parkville 3052 

 
SUPERVISOR: Josh Griffiths 

RESEARCH FOCUS: Ecology 

RESEARCH BACKGROUND 

Melbourne Water have partnered with cesar to conduct the Melbourne Water Urban Platypus Program 
(MWUPP), in order to determine the status of platypus populations in the greater Melbourne region and 
identify threats. The MWUPP is the only study of platypuses in an urban environment. As part of this 
program, live-trapping surveys are conducted biannually at locations throughout Melbourne’s five 
catchments to assess relative abundance, demographics, and reproductive output. Fyke nets are usually 
set during the afternoon and retrieved at dawn, with all nets checked regularly throughout the night. As 
such, sleep is taken opportunistically depending on duties and number of captures during the night. Captured 
platypuses are processed soon after capture and released as soon as possible. 

 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL: 

 

 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in live-trapping platypus surveys, under the supervision 
of an experienced ecologist. Duties will include setting and retrieving nets, checking and repairing nets during 
the night, processing platypuses and bycatch, and recording data. The weather in Victoria can be extremely 
variable, even within the same day, and it can be quite cold at night. Students will thus need a range of 
clothing and wet weather gear. Snakes are a hazard in the field, therefore long pants and appropriate footwear 
is essential. Equipment specific to the work will be provided including waders, headtorches, first aid kits, and 
sunscreen. The placement supervisor must be notified of any special dietary requirements or relevant medical 
conditions prior to placement commencement. 
 
Typically, 15-20 platypus surveys are conducted during both spring (September-November) and autumn 
(March-May) each year. Surveys will occur at irregular intervals throughout each survey period. As surveys 
are very weather dependent, it is difficult to plan more than about a week in advance and surveys may be 
cancelled at short notice. Surveys are conducted overnight with little sleep, usually starting around midday and 
finishing around 11 am the following day. 
 
Things to bring: 

 
• Clothing (including warm clothing and wet weather gear) 
• Hat & sunglasses 
• Sunscreen (there will be some provided, but bring your own as well) 
• Sturdy footwear 
• Toiletries 
• Water bottle 
• Head torch (if possible, but there will be some available) 
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• Sleeping bag, sleeping mat, pillow (depending on accommodation arrangements – check with 
supervisor prior to placement commencement) 
• Food/snacks (meals will be provided, notify supervisor of any dietary requirements) 
• Camera (optional) 
• A good sense of humour, and willingness to work at night! 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: Two 

PLACEMENT 

This placement opportunity would suit students with a background in Ecology, Natural Resource Management, 
or Environmental Biology, and who are highly driven and focused. The survey work will be out in the field, in 
various locations. Travel arrangements will be made on a case by case basis. Email notification of survey dates 
to the successful applicant/s will be sent approximately one week prior to commencement of placement: 
surveys will take place late February to April, weather permitting. 

 
There is no closing date for applications, but places will be filled on a first come first served basis. Early 
applications therefore provide greater opportunities for placement selection. Students will need to attend 
induction training provided by cesar. They will also need to fill out and sign the Volunteer Registration Form, 
and provide details of any relevant medical conditions or medications, prior to placement commencement. 
Successful completion of the placement (minimum 30 hours, on a strictly volunteer basis) confers eligibility 
for the Monash CC-INV1000 accreditation. 
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Science Industry Placement Program Application Form 
 

 
 

For more information visit http://www.monash.edu/science/current-students-new/industry-placements-and-career-support 
 

All applications to be lodged in electronic form only, emailed to sci-sipp@monash.edu 
 

Personal details - Please type or write legibly 
 

 
Student ID number 

 
Surname 

 

 
Given Names 

 
Date of Birth  /  / 

 

 
 
 

Postal Address for 
 

correspondence    
 
 
 

Student email address  @student.monash.edu 

 
Home Phone number  Mobile number 

 
Course details 

 

 
 Course Name  Course Code   

 
Major Minor 
Course Start 
Date  Current Year of Study 
Expected 

 completion date   
 

Project details 
 
 

Industry partner name Cesar Pty. Ltd.   
 

Pr oject title Assessing platypus populations in the greater Melbourne area   
 

Dates available   e.g. 6 January – 6 March 2016   
 

Working hours available   e.g. 9 am – 5 p m daily   
 
 

Meeting placement requirements 
 
 

What units have you completed that will make you a suitable candidate for the project? 
 
 
 

What attributes do you have that will make you a suitable candidate for the project? 

mailto:sci-sipp@monash.edu
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Supporting documentation (please attach following documents with your application and tick box below) 
 

0 Curriculum Vitae of no more than 3 pages. 

0 Statement of results (download from W ES--official versions are not necessary). 
 

 
Eligibility 

 
 
 

Eligibility Criteria 
 

To be selected for the Science Industry Placement Program, you need to meet the following criteria: 
 

 
0 Be currently enrolled in a Faculty of Science course, must have completed at least 48 credit points and have no more 

than 48 credit points remaining in the course; and 

0 Demonstrate a preparedness and capacity to complete a minimum of 30 hours or a maximum of 80 hours placement at 

an industry partner organisation without compromising their other science studies; and 

0 Demonstrate work readiness (i.e. we are looking for evidence of personal qualities which equip you to function 

appropriately and autonomously in a professional work environment). 
 

Selection Criteria 
The selection criteria are the ‘best fit’ match between your enrolled course, units you have completed, interest and experience 
with the particular project requirements. The industry partner has the final decision. Applicants who are closer to completing 
their course will be given priority if they meet the 'best fit' match. Please visit the projects section to view the projects 
available. The webpage will be updated as project proposals are submitted by the industry partners. 

 
 
 

Privacy 
 

The information on this form is collected for the primary purpose of applying for the Science Industry Placement Program 
which includes deciding whether the application will be granted and sending related correspondence. If the form is 
incomplete, it may not be possible for the Faculty to process the application. The information provided by the applicant in this 
form, curriculum vitae and academic may be provided to the industry partner of the project in the event that the student is 
provisionally matched with that industry partner in order for the industry partner to assess the application. 

 
 

All information for the application of the Science Industry Placement Program is managed in accordance to the 
Universit y’s Privacy Policy. If you wish to access or inquire about the handling of your personal information contact the 
University Privacy Officer: Privacyofficer@adm.monash.edu.au 

mailto:Privacyofficer@adm.monash.edu.au


 

 

Applicant’s Declaration 
 

I am enrolled in a course belonging to the Faculty of Science and have completed at least 
48 credit points and will have no more than 48 credit points remaining to complete 

 
YES / NO 

I can commit to completion of a minimum of 30 hours or a maximum of 80 hours as 
required by the industry partner without compromising my studies 

 
YES / NO 

I have addressed the selection criteria including my suitability and match to the agency/ies 
and the project/s offered by those agencies in my cover letter 

 
YES / NO 

I understand that no salary will be paid for the industry placement and Monash University 
holds no responsibility for any allowance agreement between the industry partner and the 
student. 

 
YES / NO 

 
On signing the Science Industry Placement Program application form I agree: 

 

1) That I meet all of the eligibility criteria for the Science Industry Placement Program. 
 

2) To represent Monash University in a manner that does not compromise the integrity, reputation or 
relationship of the University and Faculty with the participating industry partners in any way. 

 
3) That information provided by me in this form, my curriculum vitae and academic transcript may be 

provided to the industry partner in the event that I am provisionally matched with that industry 
partner in order for the industry partner to assess my application. 

 
 

Student Declaration 
 

I declare that the information provided on this form and the information given to support my 
application is correct and complete. 

 
I acknowledge that Monash University, Faculty of Science reserves the right to vary or reverse 
any decision on the basis of incorrect or incomplete information. 

 
 
 

Student signature Date 
 

Received by (print) Date 
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