
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newshound follows 
his first instinct 
 Ben Potter 

Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
statistics and probability, LLB (Hons) 

Year of graduation: 1981, 1983 

Job: Journalist – Senior Writer with the 
Australian Financial Review     

Career: Lawyer then roles with the AFR, The 
Age, Daily Telegraph, The Eye  

Reflection: “Science is a window into the 
workings of the world. It has helped me to 
understand and contextualise everything from 
opinion polls to disputes between industry, 
environmentalists and scientists.” 

 

 

 

 

 
“I realised I had the capacity 
to interpret the opinion polls, 
put data into context and 

draw conclusions from it.”   

As a journalist, Ben Potter has covered some of the 
nation’s weightiest business and political stories, been 
a correspondent in Washington, worked on London’s 
Daily Telegraph and acted as a bureau chief in 
Melbourne.  

Yet there was a time when it looked like his high-flying 
career wouldn’t get off the ground.   

Potter had an inkling that he wanted to write when 
young but was side-tracked for a number of years.  

Distracted by law 

He enrolled in a double degree studying maths and 
physics because they were intellectually challenging 
subjects in which he was competent, and in law 
because he thought it would provide a good living.  

“The only guy in my neighbourhood growing up who 
had a Merc was a lawyer!” he quips. 

Potter’s father was an influence too – Emeritus 
Professor Owen Potter ran the Chemical Engineering 
department at Monash for many years. 

Potter graduated in Science majoring in Probability and 
Statistics in 1981, and in law in 1983. He enjoyed his 
days at Monash, including writing for Lot’s Wife. 

He’d worked as a lawyer for 15 months before realising 

it wasn’t for him and turned to the thing he enjoyed 
most.  

But when he applied to become a journalist with The 
Herald-Sun and The Age he was knocked back. Potter 
was then twenty-six – “practically a grandfather”, 
according to one editor.  

He shelved the idea until a recruiter with Fairfax called 
some time later. He was offered a position as a fourth 
year cadet with the Australian Financial Review, 
starting on Easter Monday in 1986. 

Potter joined the newspaper at a time when opinion 
polling was growing in importance. The Science 
degree kicked in. 

Scientific approach to facts  

“I realised I had the capacity to interpret the opinion 
polls, put data into context and draw conclusions from 
it.” 

A scientific approach helps too in marshalling a large 
body of facts and in trying to make sense of them, he 
says. 

Potter was the Financial Review’s bureau chief in 
Melbourne for five years, Opinion Editor for nine years 
and posted to Washington for more than two years.  

He’s worked for The Age and the now defunct magazine 
The Eye. 

US elections a career highlight 

Career highlights have included covering the 2012 US 
elections and the shale boom there which “completely 
turned the global energy industry on its head”.  

Potter has relished covering big business stories about 
John Elliott and Elders IXL, News Corp, Telstra and the 
early days of the internet.  

He is now a senior writer with a roving brief covering 
national issues.   

 

 


