
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Enjoying benefits of 
law and science 
joy of it 
 

Michael Borsky 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
computer science, LLB (Hons)  

Year of graduation: 1998 

Job: Barrister, with a broad practice in 
commercial and public law 

Career: Information technology specialist, 
Aladdin; management consultant, McKinsey & 
Company; solicitor, Allens Arthur Robinson    

Reflection: “Science is the pursuit of 
knowledge.” 

 

 

 

“I’d encourage people to 
pursue their interests and to 
not be pushed into 
specialising too early.”   
 

Studying computer science at Monash in the mid 

1990s, barrister Michael Borsky remembers the 

excitement of encountering the (then) relatively new 

field of computer graphics programming. 

“Java was just taking off and it was the new frontier. 

Now, we all take graphical user interfaces for granted. 

But before then computers had been mostly text-

based.” 

Double degree embraces interests 

On finishing his science degree, he spent a year in 

Israel working for Aladdin Knowledge Systems, then 

global pioneers in security and antivirus software, 

before returning home to finish the legal half of his 

science-law degree. 

While he never wanted to give up on his teenage 

ambition to be a barrister, he always enjoyed playing 

with computers and was drawn to mathematics. So a 

double degree seemed the logical option.  

This decision wasn’t “strategic”, he explains – as it 

would have been if he were heading for intellectual 

property law. Instead, he studied science because he 

enjoyed it.  

Borsky often found himself defending his choice 

against advice that a commerce or economics degree 

was more suitable for a would-be commercial lawyer. 

“I’d say ‘Well, I just don't find that as interesting and I’d 

rather do something that challenges me more 

broadly’.”  

Looking back, he’d advise any undergraduate to do the 

same.  

“I'd encourage people to pursue their interests even 

though they might be in unusual combinations of fields 

– and not to be pushed into specialising or being 

pigeonholed too early.”  

That was one of the things that attracted him to accept 

an offer from McKinsey & Company, where he spent 

two years working for clients in a range of sectors 

including telco, banking, retail and government.  

These days Borsky, 37, who did a Masters of Law (a 

“BCL”) at Oxford in 2004-2005, has glass-walled 38
th
 

floor city chambers with panoramic views. He spends 

his working days on his feet in the Federal, Supreme 

and High Courts and is now representing retail 

behemoth Coles. 

Yet his science background remains relevant, especially 

in cases involving science or technology – and 

particularly copyright disputes over computer programs. 

Experts are always brought in, but Borsky can speak 

their language. 

Scientific skills provide an edge 

“It’s not so much the specific knowledge that I’ve 

gained,” he says. “It’s more the way that science gives 

you the skills to structure your thinking and analysis.” 

Lawyers and scientists approach critical analysis in 

different ways, he explains, so it’s handy to have the 

benefit of both approaches. 

 


