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Adele Navarro Bello 
General Director of Zeta Magazine, Mexico 

Journalism in Mexico: surviving corruption, the drugs war and impunity 

Abstract:  Ms Navarro Bello will discuss the long-running human rights crisis in Mexico, of 
which there is little knowledge in Australia. She will address the war on drugs and its results, 
the growth of drug cartels, corruption and impunity, pressure on the press from drug cartels 
and the government, and her work at the crusading ZETA magazine in Tijuana. 

 

Bio:   Adela Navarro Bello is a Mexican journalist and the general director of ZETA magazine 
in Tijuana, Mexico. The magazine has frequently reported on the activities of drug cartels and 
corrupt officials, sometimes to its tragic cost. A number of editors and journalists from ZETA 
have been murdered. Under Navarro’s editorship, the magazine has continued its fearless 
style of reporting. She and ZETA were profiled in the documentary, Reportero (2012). 

She has won an International Press Freedom Award from the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (2007) and is a recipient of the International Women’s Media Foundation 
“Courage in Journalism” award in 2011. In 2012, Foreign Policy magazine named her one of its 
Top 100 Global Thinkers. Forbes voted her one of the 50 most powerful women in Mexico in 
2013. 
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Bret Walker, SC 
Former Independent National Security Legislation Monitor 

Australian’s terrorism laws  

Abstract:   Counterterrorism laws should be rooted in the UN Charter and international 
human rights law. After all, they should be designed to protect rights to life, freedoms of 
opinion and religion, and the right to fair trial. The new “foreign fighters” law brings 
counterterrorism laws more towards the laws of war. And there are examples of the collision 
of effective safeguards and human rights, such as the dangers to a free press of certain new 
Australian counterterrorism laws. 

Bio: Bret Walker has been a barrister since 1979, based in Sydney.  Silk since 1993 (SC NSW, 
QC WA 1994).  Mixed practice, largely appellate.  Formerly: President of the Law Council of 
Australia; President of The New South Wales Bar Associatio; Governor of the Law Foundation 
of New South Wales; Director of the Sydney Writers’ Festival; Special Commissioner of 
Inquiry (NSW) into matters including post-mortem practices, Campbelltown and Camden 
Hospitals, Sydney Ferries; inaugural Independent National Security Legislation 
Monitor.  Currently: Chairman Red Room Company; Member of the Uniform Legal Services 
Council; Editor of the New South Wales Law Reports.  
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Fiona McCormack 
CEO, Domestic Violence Victoria 

Capturing the Flag: challenges and opportunities in turning the tide on men's violence 
against women 

Abstract:   So how is Australia faring in terms of ensuring women’s rights to safety in their 
homes and on the streets?  In the context of an increasing public focus on the issue of violence 
against women, are we making any real gains?   
This paper discusses the link between women’s equality and the prevention of violence 
against women and outlines the structural and cultural barriers to be overcome in order to 
capitalise upon an unprecedented opportunity for real change.  

Bio:  Fiona is the CEO of DV Vic, the peak body for family violence services for women and 

children in Victoria. DV Vic provides political advocacy on behalf of, and in partnership with 

its member organisations for violence prevention, systemic change and enhancement of 

systems. 
 
DV Vic provides policy advice to government and other relevant stakeholders 
which therefore requires to Fiona contribute to ministerial advisory 
committees, senate committee hearings, research and on state and national 
committees relevant to violence against women. Fiona was invited to present 
in China as part of the Australian Human Rights ommission Australia / China 
Technical Cooperation Program, the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women 
NGO Event in New York in 2012 and 2013 and also alongside the Chair of the 
UN Committee Against Torture, here in Melbourne. 
 
Under Fiona’s leadership, DV Vic has developed a Family Violence Code of 
Practice  for Specialist Family Violence Services presented in South Korea, 
Canada and the USA and has also initiated a Victorian media awards initiative 
to encourage accurate media reporting on violence against women. 
 
Most of Fiona’s working life has focused on the impact of gender on population 
health outcomes.  Fiona holds a Masters in Education with a specialism in 
Leadership, Policy and Change while her undergraduate studies focused on 
Social Sciences, Community Development. 
 
Fiona is driven by the possibilities of real social change and is regularly called 
upon for media comment.  Most of all she enjoys working with, and learning 
from, the courage and wisdom of other women. 
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Helen Szoke 
Chief Executive of Oxfam Australia 

Human rights in an age of rapidly rising inequality 

Abstract:   
In early 2015, Oxfam revealed that just 80 individuals own more wealth than the poorest half 
of the world’s population. By 2016, the wealthiest 1 per cent of people are set to own more 
than the other 99 per cent combined.  
  
Pervasive economic inequality works to compound other inequalities, including between 
women and men. It entrenches inequalities from generation to generation, as the richest can 
buy better education, healthcare and opportunities for their children. Significantly, they can 
also buy political influence, giving them the opportunity to bend the rules in their favour and 
leaving the voices of the poorest unheard. 
  
As an organisation committed to pursuing the human rights of the poorest people, how do we 
adapt to this world of rapidly rising inequality? Oxfam is unashamedly pursuing a global 
agenda to challenge the way in which power and resources are amassed because, quite 
simply, rising inequality in a world of plenty is putting past – and future – gains on human 
rights and poverty alleviation at risk.    

 

Bio:  

Helen Szoke has been the CEO of Oxfam Australia since 2013, following previous 
appointments as Australia’s Race Discrimination Commissioner and the Victorian Equal 
Opportunity and Human Rights Commissioner. 
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Martin Hodgson 
Senior Advocate, Foreign Prisoner Support Service 

Defending Australian prisoners overseas 

Abstract: The fight for justice and clemency for Australians imprisoned overseas is not 
generally one which sees Australian elites fighting against those of the imprisoning power. If 
this was indeed the case, we would not have seen the executions of Andrew Chan and Myuran 
Sukumaran. 

 
Media elites did harm the cases of the Bali Nine. And Prime Minister Abbott did not do all that 
he could in order to remove Andrew and Myu from death row. And, more surprisingly, human 
rights organisations also failed, in that they did not fulfil their proper role, that is to help fund 
those who have the experience and runs on the board in such cases.  And worse examples will 
be cited. 
 
Martin Hodgson, with his extensive experience of working for Australians imprisoned in dire 
circumstances overseas, will discuss how campaigns for justice in such situations can be 
derailed back home, and how that can be avoided. 
 
Bio: Martin Hodgson is a Human rights activist, senior advocate with Foreign Prisoner 
Support Service and a freelance writer. 
 
Martin has coordinated the campaigns for many Australians imprisoned, missing and 
kidnapped overseas. His clients have included Peter Greste, the Bali Nine, kidnapped 
Australian Mohamed Abbass and former terrorism suspect Tallaal Adrey. He is also an 
advisor on a large number of death penalty cases around the world, and he manages public 
and judicial campaigns for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

Martin is a two time finalist in the The Tony Fitzgerald Memorial Community Award at 
the Australian Human Rights Awards 

Martin works with a variety of Indigenous, refugee and human rights groups to bring their 
issues to public attention and edits the website www.1DEADLYnation.com. 
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Dennis Eggington 
CEO, Aboriginal Legal Service WA 

The Proposal to Close Remote Communities in WA 

Abstract: TBC 

Bio:  Adjunct Professor Dennis Eggington is a Nyoongar man from the south-west region of 

Western Australia who has dedicated his life to working with and for his people, to advance 

the rights of Indigenous peoples in this country. 

With a Master of Human Rights Education, he is a committed advocate for social justice and 

has been the Chief Executive Officer of the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia 

(ALSWA) since 1996.   

Established in 1973, this organisation is one of the largest community based and controlled 

legal organisations in Australia, providing legal aid services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples, including: legal advice, representation, legal education, research, advocacy, 

prisoner support, policy development and law reform. Under his leadership, ALSWA was 

awarded the 2012 National Human Rights Award for ‘Community Organisation’. 

Commencing his career as a teacher in WA, NSW and the Northern Territory four decades 

ago, Dennis has since held numerous Executive positions on community based and controlled 

organisations, lectured at Curtin University of Technology, and is also credited with 

establishing the WA Aboriginal Media Association in the late 1980’s. 

Dennis was named the 2010 National NAIDOC Person of the Year and is also a former 

recipient of the John Curtin Medal and ‘Indigenous Leadership Award (WA ‘Citizen of the 

Year’ Awards). 

A member of the National Judicial College of Australia’s – Aboriginal Cross Cultural 

Committee, Dennis also represents the Aboriginal Legal Service of WA nationally, through his 

involvement with the NATSILS – The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal 

Services.  Widely respected for speaking out on the complex issues facing Indigenous peoples, 

Dennis Eggington works tirelessly to protect and promote the human rights of our First 

Nations Peoples.   
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Tim Wilson 
Australian Human Rights Commissioner 

Human Rights and Business Rights: Friends or Foe 

Abstract: Businesses are not people. They do not have human rights. But individuals own 
businesses and often exercise their human rights through businesses. Business is the exercise 
of human rights, including people's right to physical and intellectual property, and the 
freedom to trade it. Businesses can also be a force for good in advancing and respecting 
human rights. But they can also harm and hinder them. Drawing on recent examples 
Australia's Human Rights Commissioner, Tim Wilson, will explore the relationship between 
human rights and business, and whether business rights trump human rights or if they are 
the same thing. 

Bio: 

Tim Wilson has been Australia’s federal Human Rights Commissioner since February 2014, 
adopting a classical liberal approach to human rights.  He was formerly a policy director at the 
Institute of Public Affairs. He is also a regular commentator in the media. 
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Paula Gerber 
Deputy Director, Castan Centre for Human Rights Law 

Through the Looking Glass: Using the Convention on the Rights for Child to inform the 
Regulation of Surrogacy 

Abstract: The urge to have children is a fundamental human desire. Surrogacy sees this 
desire manifested in a complex web of science, ethics, human rights and law. The resulting 
child, while generally longed-for and deeply loved, is also the object or product of the 
transaction. Viewed from a human rights perspective, the child born via surrogacy may be 
subject to particular kinds of vulnerability vis-à-vis the adults who are party to the surrogacy 
arrangements, as well as the nation state(s) where the birth takes place and/or where 
citizenship is sought for the child. It is therefore necessary to carefully consider the human 
rights of children born via surrogacy in order to evaluate whether the legal infrastructure 
around surrogacy is effectively protecting and promoting the rights of the child.  
 
This paper considers how the Convention on the Rights of the Child can be used to provide 
guidance on the regulation of surrogacy. In particular it analyses: 
 

 Article 2 (non-discrimination); 
 Article 3 (best interests of the child);  
 Articles  7 and 8 (the right to know and be cared for by one’s parents and the right to 

identity and family relations); and 
 Article 35 and the Optional Protocol (sale of children)   

Bio: Associate Professor Paula Gerber came to academia after successful career in private 
practice that saw her working as a lawyer in London and Los Angeles before becoming a 
partner in a leading Australian law firm and winning the Australian Businesswoman of the 
Year Award. 
 
Paula specialises in two disparate areas of law, namely human rights law and construction 
law. Paula’s human rights work is informed by a deep commitment to social justice and 
equality. In her role as Deputy Director of the acclaimed Castan Centre for Human Rights Law, 
she plays an active role in advocating for greater compliance with international human rights 
standards.  Her research and teaching focuses on a number of interrelated areas of human 
rights, including: 
 
Children’s Rights: Paula is leading a team undertaking research into the extent to which the 
births of Indigenous children are not being registered and the disadvantage that they 
encounter by not having a birth certificate. The Closing the Gap on Indigenous Birth 
Registration project is funded by an ARC Linkage grant. 
See http://www.indigenousbirthreg.org/Indigenous_Birth_Registration/Introduction.html 
LGBTI Rights: Paula has undertaken extensive research into the human rights issues facing 
sexual minorities in the West, eg marriage equality and the human rights issues facing sexual 
minorities in other parts of the world, including several that impose the death penalty for 

http://www.indigenousbirthreg.org/Indigenous_Birth_Registration/Introduction.html


same-sex sexual conduct between consenting adults. The website Paula developed setting out 
the laws criminalising homosexuality around the workd is a highly sought after resource 
providing accurate and up-to-date information about the laws persecutin LGBTI individuals 
(http://antigaylaws.wordpress.com/) 
Surrogacy: Paula is the editor of a soon to be published book that looks at surrogacy through 
the lens of human rights. It examines the rights of the surrogate, the rights of the intended 
parentsand the best interests of children born via surrogacy. Analysing this highly emotive 
subject from a human rights perspective allows for a more informed and nuanced response to 
whether commercial surrogacy should be banned, left to market forces or regulated by 
governments at either a domestic or international level. 
 
  

http://antigaylaws.wordpress.com/


 

 

“HUMAN RIGHTS 2015” 

 

2015 ANNUAL CASTAN CENTRE CONFERENCE  
 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 

Professor Sarah Joseph 
Director, Castan Centre for Human Rights Law 

Operation Sovereign Borders, Offshore Detention and the Drownings Argument 

Abstract:  Australia has received much criticism from the international and local human 
rights community over its harsh policies towards asylum-seekers trying to come to Australia 
by boat. The most common defence of these policies, from the government, the opposition 
and those parts of the press which favour strong “border protection”, is that these policies 
save lives, by deterring deadly boat journeys. After all, available figures indicate that about 
1200 people tragically drowned in failed boat journeys between 2009 and 2013. The dangers 
of such boat journeys have also been manifested, horribly, in crossings from Libya to Europe 
in the Mediterranean Sea. 

How sound is this argument? Does it justify the policies adopted by the Australian 
government, which do seem to have slowed if not stopped the boats? Centre Director Sarah 
Joseph will critique the “drownings argument”, and associated human rights issues. 

Bio:  

Professor Sarah Joseph is the Director of the Castan Centre for Human Rights Law at Monash 
University in Melbourne, the leading academic human rights institution in the Asia Pacific 
with a great reputation for innovation (see, eg, its haveyougotthatright.com video series).  

Her research covers many areas of international human rights law, including its relationship 
with global trade, multinational corporations, counterterrorism laws, the United Nations and 
self determination. She is a world-renowned expert on the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political rights. She has taught human rights in the US, the Netherlands, New Zealand and 
Australia. Some of her latest research focuses on the intersections between human rights and 
art, pop culture and the media (including social media). You can follow her at @profsarahj 
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