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Juno Pharmaceuticals Internship 
 
The Juno Pharmaceuticals Internship Scheme has been a fantastic enhancement for my 
science degree at Monash University. The opportunity to work in a commercial 
pharmaceutical business has allowed me to see a great deal of the pharmacology theory that 
I have studied in action. 
 
During my time here, I have been mentored by Senan Kiely who is the Manager of Regulatory 
Affairs. The regulatory sector of a pharmaceutical company ensures that all products are 
registered according to the guidelines of health authorities (i.e. TGA, FDA, EMA…). This role 
requires a combination of science, business and legal knowledge in order to manage the 
approval and ongoing maintenance of pharmaceutical products.   
 
Whilst mainly operating in the regulatory affairs department, I have noticed that the small 
scale of Juno Pharmaceuticals enables each employee to extend beyond the usual scope of 
their role. This makes for an enjoyable and collaborative environment that has allowed me to 
learn about so many different aspects of the industry in a short time. As all of the team work 
in the same open office, it has been great to see how all of the departments work together.  
 
As the company had quite recently relocated to a new office space, one of my tasks was to 
prepare and submit requests to the TGA to update this information on the Product 
Information Documents for a number of prescription medicines. This involved editing the 
original documents, preparing application forms and writing cover letters. The specification 
criteria for these submissions are extremely stringent and therefore it took quite some time 
to organise all of the documents ensuring they were edited, hyperlinked and titled 
appropriately before arranging them in the correct folder structure for submission. Whilst I 
was generally working independently, Senan was always available for assistance when 
required. 
 
Another task I had was to interpret and summarise test methods conducted by a drug 
substance manufacturer. This document outlined chromatographic techniques used for 
analysis during the development of an active drug substance. This required me to reference 
the British Pharmacopeia and present the methods into the format of a monograph. The 
purpose of the monograph is to provide guidance on the standard requirements for the 
identification and analysis of a drug. These requirements are validated by a number of 
characteristics such as accuracy, precision, specificity, and linearity.   
 
It was interesting to see the number of manufacturers that Juno collaborate with from across 
the globe when sourcing their products. The TGA requires all of these sites to be licensed 
according to Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) and this ensures that all goods marketed 
in Australia are of exceptionally high quality. This can involve sending TGA inspectors abroad 
to investigate the sites – an exercise that can prove extremely costly.  
 
I think a program such as this would perfectly supplement the “Modern Drug Development” 
unit (PHA3042) offered by the pharmacology department at Monash University. As this unit 
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is currently targeted towards students in their final semester, most students will graduate 
after completion of this unit so the incorporation of a follow-up internship is difficult. If this 
unit was instead offered in first semester of final year, I believe it would be a perfect lead in 
to a mid-year internship at a company such as Juno.  
 
In summary, my experience at Juno Pharmaceuticals has been extremely positive and has 
been a great aspect of my undergraduate studies. Whilst class-based learning is a great 
foundation, the benefits of industry-based work-experience are invaluable. All of the staff at 
Juno have extensive industry experience and they have happily passed on advice to help me 
to further define my career direction. I would like to thank the staff at Juno Pharmaceuticals 
for being accommodating of me during my internship. I would also highly recommend all 
current and prospective Monash science students to apply for projects offered by the Science 
Industry Placement Program. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Joshua Reid 


