
 

 

 

 

 

 

Doing what he loves 
leads to career rewards   
love of science Laurie Brown 

Course graduated from: BSc/BComm (Hons) 
majoring in computer science and mathematics 

Year of graduation: 2003 

Job: Head of operations, Palmerston Capital 
Management. 

Career: Economic analyst, Australian treasury, 
then work at three London based hedge funds: 
Treasury Manager at GSA Capital, Business 
Analyst at Man Investments and Head of 
Treasury at Occitan Capital. 

Reflection: “A science degree is less about the 
actual knowledge and more about a process 
and a way of thinking.” 

“I am known for always 
trying to find the most 
efficient way of doing things 
and maths is a big part of 

why I think that way.”  

Working in London as the head of operations for a 

hedge fund, Palmerston Capital Management, Laurie 

Brown can say he was right to simply do what he 

enjoyed through school.  

As a teenager, Brown now 34, loved playing cricket 

and footy.  He was also passionate about maths.  

“I am known for always trying to find the most efficient 

way of doing things and maths is a big part of why I 

think that way.” 

Triple mathematics  

When it came to choosing a university course, Brown 

still wasn’t sure. But he liked economics. So a science-

commerce degree seemed the logical option. He 

chose the most mathematically-flavoured subjects, 

graduating with a triple major in mathematics, 

econometrics, and computer science, and honours in 

econometrics. 

Mathematical expertise yields greater 

understanding  

Day to day, his job now means staying on top of all the 

trades being made at any one time, ensuring that 

they’re settled, and that the margins that the fund is 

paying reflect the risk of its portfolio. But his 

mathematical expertise gives him an extra level of 

understanding. 

“Finance isn’t just about putting the trades on”, says 

Brown. Often you need to borrow money to trade. How 

much you are allowed to borrow is based on the risk of 

your book. The only way to understand that risk is to 

model it - using maths.” 

Hiring maths graduates is his preference  

Brown says “he prefers to hire maths graduates.” 

“I would know I was getting someone who could think 

about things critically and logically – which is always 

useful and very hard to teach on the job.”  

Like many hedge funds, Palmerston is too small to 

have the kind of IT department that all the big banks 

have.  

Brown’s computer science skills enabled him to build 

programs that automate the fund’s reporting to both 

financial authorities and investors. He says 

mathematics helps enormously. 

Mathematics knowledge is good insurance 

Brown arrived in London after travelling through South 
America and had been there just over a year when the 
Global Financial Crisis hit. Knowing how precarious the 
financial world can be, he sees his maths degree as 
good insurance.  

“If finance falls off a cliff” says Brown, “I feel that I could 
work in any industry. The basic mathematical skills are 
very transferable.”   


