
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living her environmental 
science dream 
 

Carol Jadraque 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
environmental science 

Year of Graduation: 2002 

Job: Deputy Director at the global NGO The 
Nature Conservancy, Australia Program 

Career: Customer service at Swissair; foreign 
correspondent trainee; Manager (acting) 
amaZOOnico; environmental management roles 
with local government; environmental 
consulting; various management roles, including 
leading ‘sustainability’ and ‘innovation’ at 
Melbourne Water  

Reflection: “Science creates new futures.” 

 

  
“Obtaining an environmental 
science background was 
crucial.”   

 

As a child, growing up in land-locked Switzerland, 

Carol Jadraque used to imagine sailing on 

oceanographer Jacques Cousteau’s boat Calypso, 

doing scientific work.  

But by the time she was a teenager, she’d developed a 

passion for literature and creative writing. She travelled 

to Australia to work for a freelance Swiss 

correspondent, only to realise that she lacked the 

emotional detachment that the job required. 

An exciting opportunity in the Amazon 

After a friend suggested she re-examine her childhood 

career dreams, she enrolled in an environmental 

science course at the leading polytechnic ETH Zurich. 

“It was like a homecoming,” says Jadraque, now 44. “I 

met the kind of people that I could see myself spending 

the rest of my life with.” 

But as a mature-age student, she couldn't get a study 

grant, spotted a billboard advertising for volunteers for 

an NGO conservation project in Ecuador, and applied.  

Weeks later, Jadraque was on a canoe floating down 

the Amazon to the amaZOOnico wildlife rehabilitation 

centre, where she was to be the acting manager. 

“I loved it. I was working in the rainforest with 

indigenous people and tourism and experienced 

corruption, illegal logging and corporate petroleum 

politics first-hand, seeing all the environmental issues 

coming together in one spot,” she says. 

Yet the fledgling environmental practitioner knew that 

she needed training to continue doing a good job at 

making lasting environmental decisions: "I didn't want 

to be another gringo telling locals what is best for 

them". Returning to Australia, she combined a TAFE 

applied science diploma with a Monash science 

degree in natural resources management. 

In the 10 years after her graduation from Monash, she 

occupied a series of environmental management 

related government posts, completed a Master of 

Environment degree in governance, policy and 

communications, and managed corporate sustainability 

and innovation portfolios, working as an effective 

change agent, and in management positions. By 2012 

she was perfectly qualified for that dream job. 

She is now the Australian Deputy Director of The 

Nature Conservancy (TNC), the world’s biggest 

conservation NGO, which works with NGOs, 

government departments and corporations achieving 

vast conservation outcomes. 

National and global work 

Recently, Jadraque's job brought her to the US state of 

Rhode Island, meeting TNC's global marine scientists 

working on an oyster reef restoration project that will be 

replicated in Australia. 

"It made me think of my Calypso dream job aspiration 

when we spent the day on the boat; I have come full 

circle!"  

Her daily job gets her to work on HR, finance, 

organisational development/management issues, as well 

as conservation projects as wide-ranging as supporting 

Indigenous-led savannah-burning carbon credit creation 

in northern Australia to help establish sustainable 

financing mechanisms to fund conservation projects into 

perpetuity.  

“Obtaining an environmental science background was 

crucial,” she says. “We are a science-based organisation 

and we employ the very best scientists world-wide. I 

need to be able to understand their language.”  

 


