
Micromon is the professional services unit of the Department of Microbiology within the 
School of Biomedical Sciences. With a solid service reputation and a mission for providing 
high quality outcomes, Micromon is a research driven, self sufficient platform that provides 
genomics services including both Sanger DNA Sequencing and Next-Generation 
sequencing. These services are supported by the provision of custom DNA synthesis, 
microbial testing and diagnostics, and specialised media and culture supply. Micromon also 
hosts a popular molecular biology workshop that provides training in the essential skills 
of recombinant DNA technology.
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The unit now specialises in high quality DNA 
and RNA technologies where long-read 
DNA Sequencing and Next-Generation 
Sequencing are the core facilities. Other 
services and activities include:

  DNA, RNA and Protein Quantitation 
(BIOANALYZER)

  Real-time PCR – custom project service

  Closed-tube focussed acoustic shearing 
of DNA, cells and tissues (COVARIS)

  Oligonucleotide Synthesis specialising in 
premium grade primers

  Recombinant DNA techniques training 
course with a nationwide reputation for 
excellence

  Microarray scanner and analysis software 
for hands on use

  Materials testing for microbial content 
and activity using defined Australian 
Standards

  Microbial growth media, bacterial and 
fungal cultures

  Formvar Carbon-coated Electron 
Microscopy grids (Copper-Palladium)

Sanger DNA Sequencing

The Micromon facility has a nationwide 
reputation for providing a reliable and 
customer-focussed service that is capable 
of producing long sequence reads, in 
excess of 1000 bp (QV20+). 

Our staff pride themselves on a very fast, 
sample turnaround time, and their ability to 
successfully troubleshoot technical issues 
which are encountered by customers.

Illumina ‘Next-Generation’ Sequencing

The Micromon Next-Generation 
Sequencing service provides a complete 
sequencing and data analysis solution 
based on Illumina technology. The 
instruments are capable of producing 
hundreds of gigabytes of sequence data 
per run. In addition to standard DNA 
sequencing, the instruments can be used 
for a wide range of applications including 
amplicon sequencing, genome sequencing, 
transcriptomics and expression profiling 
(RNA-seq/transcriptomics), small RNA 
discovery and quantitation, discovery of 
protein-DNA/ protein-RNA binding sites 
(ChIP-seq, etc.), microbial population 
profiling (16S surveys and metagenomics), 
and much more. Micromon also provides 
a low cost, fast turn-around service based 
on the Illumina MiSeq platform.

Our standard service includes project 
scoping and consultation, sample 
reception, library construction and QC, 
sequencing and electronic delivery of 
results via our dedicated Next-Generation 
Sequencing website.

Mission statement: Micromon is a university based, not-for-profit facility and our mission is to 
provide genomics data, products and training of the highest quality. Our dedicated and highly skilled 
staff pride themselves on offering outstanding, professional, personalised customer service. While we 
do not have formal accreditation, our facility operates in line with all Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) 
principles. 

Contact
Facility Manager
Mark Cauchi

Mark Cauchi commenced his career 
at Monash in population genetics 
research before completing his 
research career years working on the 
molecular microbiology of Dengue 
fever and developing molecular 
detection techniques for Calicivirus. 
After gaining business administration 
qualifications, Mark established the role 
of Micromon Manager with an aim to 
develop the unit and its operations into 
a fully professional, commercial entity. 
Maintaining strong academic and 
technical ties with the Department of 
Microbiology, Mark has managed the 
facility to provide the highest quality 
DNA and RNA technology services 
to the industry, nationwide. 

Phone: +61 (3) 9905 4830 
Email: mark.cauchi@monash.edu 

Website: platforms.monash.edu/
micromon
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