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RESEARCH BACKGROUND 
 
Therapeutic Innovation Australia (TIA) aims to both accelerate and increase the 
efficiency of Australian translational research in the therapeutic area by establishing 
clear innovation pathways. Translational health research can be loosely defined as the 
process of applying ideas, insights and discoveries generated through basic scientific 
discovery to the treatment or prevention of human disease. TIA’s scientific strategy 
can be summarised as: 

 
• Providing support for linkages between translational health providers and closure of 
existing infrastructure gaps. 
 
• To provide a mechanism for the establishment of facilitated pathways for 
researchers wishing to move from the discovery phase through to clinical translation. 
These encompass expert panels providing guidance for key areas, including small 
molecule pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals, cell based therapies and biomarkers.  
 
• To provide an expert focus for international engagement with key stakeholders in 
translational research. 

 
The company provides the highest level of support and career development 
opportunities. Work placement students are given the opportunity to work on small 
development projects or discrete tasks within existing projects, while senior scientists 
act as technical mentors. 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 
The objective of this study is to increase understanding of the resourcing 
requirements, the outcomes from the field (including number of publications, patents 
and collaborations), general issues observed by researchers and facility operators, and 
emerging areas of opportunity. The successful candidate(s) will aggregate data from 
biomarker, recombinant protein, cell therapy, pre-clinical and clinical trial facilities 
across the country, with a view to updating the national activity records for 
translational health research. The project will involve statistical analysis and a 
comparison of recently sourced data to that of previous years.  

 



NUMBER OF STUDENTS: One or two 

PLACEMENT 
 
This work would suit motivated undergraduate students with enthusiasm and a can-do 
attitude. The appropriate candidate(s) will have a medicine/biology academic 
background, be highly driven, analytical, and good self-starters. Candidates are 
preferred who also have the potential for some casual/sessional work, post-placement. 
 
The project will commence immediately, or as soon as is convenient for the student(s) 
and the supervisor. The work will be undertaken on either a part-time or full-time 
basis, for a maximum of 80 hours. The per diem allowance for travel and other 
expenses associated with undertaking the placement is $40 per 8-hour day (payable 
by TIA). Successful completion of the placement confers eligibility for the Monash 
INV1000 Passport unit. 

 
Applications are required by September 20th. Applications should be directed to 
Dr. Theo Papakonstantinou – email theo.papakonstantinou@monash.edu on the 
Monash University Clayton campus, or call (03) 9905 9482 or 0412 075 229. 
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