
To whom it may concern, 
 
This is a statement regarding my student placement with Bureau of Meteorology (BoM). My 
placement was from 1/2/16-12/2/16, with an overall work time of 80 hours. 
 
In terms of learning, before I undertook this placement, I had never coded in Python. By the 
end, though, it felt as if Python had become one of my strongest programming languages. 
Although I would have liked to have some prior Python knowledge, I felt like the Mathematica 
notebooks we were encouraged to use in MTH1035 were a great segue into using iPython 
notebooks. Despite my not having a background in atmospheric science, the option to work 
with the mathematical verification of the forecast data will undoubtedly come in handy in both 
my science and engineering degrees. 
 
Initially, I had some problems with regard to placement timing - the nine o’clock starts did take 
a while to get used to (considering I needed to catch a very early train to get to work on time), 
but by the last week of placement it was second nature. Everyone that my fellow students and 
I interacted with at the BoM were approachable, knowledgeable, and willing to point us in the 
right direction. We were exposed to a lot of the things we would likely encounter in a similar 
workplace (meetings, presentations/seminars, areas other than our own). 
 
The program was very well organised, with the slight exception of the very beginning in which 
it wasn’t exactly clear what we were there to achieve (after clarification by Michael and Derryn, 
though, this was quickly sorted out). All BoM-related events were added to a Google calendar 
and invites were emailed to our Monash emails (and Michael would come around to our office 
and remind us just to be sure). We were given all of the necessary information regarding not 
only the work we would be doing, but also the safety and ICT procedures that needed to be 
adhered to. 
 
I would highly recommend the BoM to students who are interested in putting themselves out 
there, and applying themselves to the field of atmospheric science and computer programming. 
The placement was a very interesting and fun way to meet new people, to learn new things and 
become involved in areas relevant to my university studies. 
 
Jake Anthony Thomas 
 


