
 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumna burns a candle 
for science 
her place  Jasmine Mackie 

Course graduated from: BSc (Hons) majoring 
in biochemistry and molecular biology 

Year of Graduation: 2010 

Job: Relations Consultant at Bupa 

Career: Working in her first job 

Reflection: “I think my degree in science has 
played a big role in problem-solving in my job.” 

   

“From the research side of 
things a commercial 
application is where you 

want to end up.”  

When it comes to the matter of pursuing science for 

the purposes of pure knowledge or for commercial 

gain, Monash alumni Jasmine Mackie is unequivocal.  

“From the research side of things a commercial 

application is where you want to end up,’’ says Mackie. 

“You want to apply it back to real life.” 

Excited by the potential of research 

Mackie based her honours’ year thesis at Monash in 

2010 on yeast science, fascinating in itself but even 

more exciting when she considered the potential 

applications.  

She tested different genes in yeast for degradation of 

the nucleus in the cells. 

“By finding a way to make the cells more resistant to 

autophagy we were essentially looking at the 

degradation of cells in degenerative illnesses like 

Alzheimer’s,” Mackie says. 

Mackie says finishing her thesis and delivering an oral 

presentation in front of her peers was a huge highlight 

of her time at Monash and left her with a great sense 

of achievement. 

She planned to join the police force after she left 

university with a long-term goal of working in its 

forensic unit but missed out on the year’s intake. 

Mackie joined Bupa in April 2011, several months after 

she graduated, working as a resolutions consultant 

with the private health insurer, assisting the public.     

She says the research skills Monash imbued her with 

help her assist the people who ring in.  

Degree assists with problem solving 

“Within my role I have a lot of queries about computer 

systems, such as why a claim hasn’t been paid 

automatically,” Mackie says. 

“I think my degree played a big role in me being able to 

investigate and in problem-solving steps – if this 

doesn’t work then you take a different approach.” 

Mackie, who’s had a passion for science ever since 

she was a girl observing snails in the backyard and 

playing with body parts in a felt anatomy set, says 

she’s still interested in working in the field although she 

has taken a diversion from it. 

 

Monash helps after graduating 

“My honours supervisor still sends me emails with 

attachments with PhD opportunities, such as yeast 

projects with commercial applications in brewing beer or 

developing a stress-resistant yeast for wine-making,” 

she says. 

“It’s good to know that somebody’s got an interest in you 

forever as opposed to just the four years that you were 

at university.” 

 

 


