
1 
Version date: 27 October 2016 

 

 

TITLE: Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program Summer Volunteer 
Position 

 
INSTITUTION: Parks Victoria’s Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve (YNCR), 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo, Melway ref: 
305 G11, VIC Australia. 

 
SUPERVISORS: Sue Tardif, Coordinator of Volunteers 
(supplementary feeding program) and Bruce Quin, Senior Scientist 
Ornithology, Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program (DELWP), Port 
Phillip Region 

 
RESEARCH FOCUS 

 
To conduct field surveys, and to support the field objectives of the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery 
Program.  

 
RESEARCH BACKGROUND: 
The Department of Environment, Land Water and Planning (DELWP) focuses on boosting 
productivity in Victoria’s food and fibre sector, managing the state’s natural resources, protecting the 
environment and responding to fire, flood and biosecurity emergencies. Thus, the DELWP is a 
primary stakeholder in the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program. Since 1989, the program has 
worked to halt the decline of this native bird and to establish a sustainable wild population. By 
doing so, the DELWP also supports an endangered vegetation community that is key to its survival: 
the Sedge-rich Eucalyptus camphora swamp, along with the many fauna and flora species that co-exist 
with it. 

 
The Helmeted Honeyeater is the avifaunal emblem of Victoria. It is a critically endangered 
subspecies of the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, and is a flagship taxon for the health of swamp and 
streamside vegetation. Threats such as habitat loss and degradation, predation and competition by 
native and introduced species have resulted in significant declines in the population range and numbers 
of Helmeted Honeyeaters. 

 
RESEARCH PROJECT: 

 
The aim of this project is for the student to support the field objectives of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
Recovery Program. Two students will work together; please note that a minimum of 6 km walking 
ability (over moderately rough and sometimes wet and slippery tracks) is required, and carrying of 
light equipment will also be required. Volunteers will have authority to use the resources of Parks 
Victoria (Yellingbo Rangers office and phone) and DELWP field equipment in order to complete tasks. 

 
Key tasks 

 
 Complete pre/post field work documentation (attendance, job safety) 
 Collect all equipment; return and clean 
 Liaise with Sue Tardif or Bruce Quin about daily task priorities 
 Walk or drive your AWD/4WD vehicle to the designated site within the Reserve 
 Clean supplementary feed and water stations (five sites throughout the reserve) 
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 Record Helmeted Honeyeater observations on data sheets supplied (bird monitoring) 
 Maintenance of bird trapping boxes, transport boxes and other specialist equipment 
 Management of the databases that support the recovery program, as required 
 Supplementary feeding, as required 

 
 Habitat plant propagation, and/or other indigenous nursery tasks. Additional field or administrative tasks 

(dependent on the time of year), as relevant to DELWP guidelines for workers and volunteers, and the 
Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team’s priorities. This may include minor weed management tasks, re-
vegetation, development of educative resources or assisting with intensive Helmeted Honeyeater surveys 
at other sites. 

 Where appropriate, and as agreed prior, students may also be invited to attend strategic planning meetings 
with partner organisations, e.g. the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team and/or its Sub-groups.   

 
Please note for the cleaning of the supplementary feed stations and the trapping boxes, only diluted 
vinegar and a scrubbing brush is used. Cleaning and maintenance of the bird trapping boxes occurs 
at the Yellingbo Office; otherwise, field activities are conducted at sites within the YNCR. Strategic 
planning meetings are commonly held in the Yarra Valley area, however they may be scheduled 
throughout the Melbourne region. Attendance at these is not a compulsory aspect of this program, and is 
dependent on the meeting Chair agreeing to student visitors.  

 
PLACEMENT 

 
This placement opportunity is well suited to high-achieving, upper level undergraduate students 
who have a background in Biology, Ecology, Zoology or a related scientific field. The following 
skills and aptitude are needed: 

 
• An aptitude for ornithology and/or endangered bird species management 
• An ability to work under the direction of DELWP staff, or their delegate 
• An ability to work as part of a cohesive team with other volunteers and organisations 
• Reliability. Field conditions can be wet/cold during winter or hot/humid during summer 
• Attention to detail and understanding of science-based data collection 
• Field experience, particularly in flora and fauna surveys, or the willingness to learn 
• Good awareness of your surroundings, including ability to keep yourself safe 
• Access to an AWD/4WD vehicle (helpful, but not essential). 

 
Participation in safety induction and the aims of the program will be arranged, and will entail a mix of 
time with key personnel and ‘on the job’ field-based session/s. Placement is strictly on a part-time 
volunteer basis (maximum of 80 hours). Participating volunteers are not permitted to disclose 
breeding site locations or take other people into breeding sites, unless the DELWP support worker 
has specifically approved this in advance. Other areas with a similar habitat can be shown to other 
people, and volunteers are encouraged to do this. Any correspondence, taking of photos, uploading of 
photos onto websites or social media, media contact or promotional material relating to the Helmeted 
Honeyeater Recovery Program must be authorised by the DELWP support worker. Applications will 
be accepted up to November 18th, 2016. Successful completion of this placement opportunity confers 
eligibility for the Monash CC-INV1000 accreditation. 

Please note the following: 
 

Work days & times: Regular days/times to be negotiated, but will ideally be Tuesday-Thursday (not 
available weekends; limited availability Monday and Friday) 
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Start time: Morning availability is required for this role, ideally from 8.30 am 
Time commitment: One day per fortnight (minimum). Minimum 4 hours, maximum 7 hours per day 
Start/finish date: Volunteer placements at YNCR will occur from early December 2016 to early March 
2017. 
Transport: Public transport is not available to YNCR. Your own transport is required.  
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Science Industry Placement Program Application Form 
 
 

 

For more information visit http://www.monash.edu/science/current-students/industry-placements-and-career-support  
All applications to be lodged in electronic form only, emailed to sci-sipp@monash.edu 

 
 

 
 

Student ID number 

Surname 

Given Names 
 

 

 
Date of Birth / / 

 
 

 
 

 

Postal Address for 

correspondence    
 
 

 
Student email address 

    
@student.monash.edu 

 
Home Phone number 

  
Mobile number 

  

Course details     

 
Course Name 

   
Course Code 

 

Major   Minor  
Course Start 
Date 

   
Current Year of Study 

 
Expected 

 completion date   
 

 
 

Industry partner name DELWP Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program 
Project title Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program Summer Volunteer Position   

 

Dates available  e.g. 6 January – 6 Ma rch 2017  
 

Working hours available e.g. 8.30 am – 4.30 pm daily  
 

 
 

What units have you completed that will make you a suitable candidate for the project? 
 
 

 

 
What attributes do you have that will make you a suitable candidate for the project? 

 
 

•  

Personal details - Please type or write legibly 

 

 

http://www.monash.edu/science/current-students/industry-placements-and-career-support
mailto:sci-sipp@monash.edu
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0 Curriculum Vitae of no more than 3 pages. 

0 Statement of results (download from WES--official versions are not necessary). 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The information on this form is collected for the primary purpose of applying for the Science Industry Placement Program 
which includes deciding whether the application will be granted and sending related correspondence. If the form is incomplete, it 
may not be possible for the Faculty to process the application. The information provided by the applicant in this form, 
curriculum vitae and academic may be provided to the industry partner of the project in the event that the student is 
provisionally matched with that industry partner in order for the industry partner to assess the application. 

 
 

All information for the application of the Science Industry Placement Program is managed in accordance to the 
Universit y’s Privacy Policy. If you wish to access or inquire about the handling of your personal information contact the 
University Privacy Officer: Privacyofficer@adm.monash.edu.au 

Supporting documentation (please attach following documents with your application and tick box below) 

Eligibility 

 
Eligibility Criteria 

 
To be selected for the Science Industry Placement Program, you need to meet the following criteria: 

 
0 Be currently enrolled in a Faculty of Science course, must have completed at least 48 credit points and have no 

more than 48 credit points remaining in the course; and 

0 Demonstrate a preparedness and capacity to complete a minimum of 30 hours or a maximum of 80 hours placement at 

an industry partner organisation without compromising their other science studies; 

0 Demonstrate work readiness (i.e. we are looking for evidence of personal qualities which equip you to function 

appropriately and autonomously in a professional work environment). 

 
Selection Criteria 
The selection criteria are the ‘best fit’ match between your enrolled course, units you have completed, interest and experience 
with the particular project requirements. The industry partner has the final decision. Applicants who are closer to completing 
their course will be given priority if they meet the 'best fit' match. Please visit the projects section to view the projects 
available. The webpage will be updated as project proposals are submitted by the industry partners. 

Privacy 

mailto:Privacyofficer@adm.monash.edu.au


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I am enrolled in a course belonging to the Faculty of Science and have completed at least 
48 credit points and will have no more than 48 credit points remaining to complete YES / NO 

I can commit to completion of a minimum of 30 hours or a maximum of 80 hours as 
required by the industry partner without compromising my studies YES / NO 

I have addressed the selection criteria including my suitability and match to the agency/ies 
and the project/s offered by those agencies in my cover letter YES / NO 

I understand that no salary will be paid for the industry placement and Monash University 
holds no responsibility for any allowance agreement between the industry partner and the 
student. 

YES / NO 

 

On signing the Science Industry Placement Program application form I agree: 

1) That I meet all of the eligibility criteria for the Science Industry Placement Program. 
 

2) To represent Monash University in a manner that does not compromise the integrity, reputation or 
relationship of the University and Faculty with the participating industry partners in any way. 

 
3) That information provided by me in this form, my curriculum vitae and academic transcript may be 

provided to the industry partner in the event that I am provisionally matched with that industry 
partner in order for the industry partner to assess my application. 

 
 

Student Declaration 

I declare that the information provided on this form and the information given to support my 
application is correct and complete. 

I acknowledge that Monash University, Faculty of Science reserves the right to vary or reverse 
any decision on the basis of incorrect or incomplete information. 

 
 
 

Student signature Date 
 

  

Received by (print) Date 
 

  

 
 

All applications to be lodged in electronic form only, emailed to sci-sipp@monash.edu   
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