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“This is a fantastic result 
for Monash and a great 
indication of the strength 
of our relationships with 
industry”
Professor Edwina Cornish                                               
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor and                                  
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)

Monash has received $4.8 million funding from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) and a commitment of 
$11 million from industry for 16 projects in the most recent 
round of  ARC Linkage Projects. 

The scheme encourages partnerships between 
researchers, industry, government and community 
organisations as well as the international community.

Monash increased its support from industry by $2.2 
million since the 2009 ARC Linkage Projects round.

"This is a fantastic result for Monash and a great 
indication of the strength of our relationships with industry," 
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research) Professor Edwina Cornish said.

The Faculty of Engineering received $1.8 million ARC 
funding across  five projects. The funding received for the 
Department of  Chemical Engineering is

Prof Xiao Dong Chen, Dr Cordelia Selomulya 
Breakthrough technologies for energy-efficient manufacture of dairy 
powders

Dr Michael K Danquah, Prof Vasso Apostolopoulos, 
Prof Dr Liang-Yin Chu, Multifunctional biodegradable 
nanoparticles for enhanced DNA vaccine delivery 

Prof Huanting Wang, Prof George P Simon,          
Fast stimuli-responsive polymer hydrogels as a new class of draw agent 
for forward osmosis desalination 

Prof Paul A Webley, A/Prof Joeri Denayer, Dr 
Jiacheng Wang, Design of  adsorbents for kinetic separation of  gases

Prof Jurg Keller, Dr Rene A Rozendal, Dr Bradley P 
Ladewig, Prof Dr Alfons  J Stams, Prof Dr Uwe Schroeder, 
Prof Matthias Wessling, Novel concepts for bioelectrochemical 
generation of  renewable fuels and chemicals from wastewater

Dr Mainak Majumder,  Dr Ravi P Jagadeeshan, Prof 
Raman Singh, Prof Matteo Pasquali, Prof Pulickel M 
Ajayan, Nanotechnology enabled electrochemical energy storage 
materials from indigenous natural graphite

Monash attracts $4.8 million
for new research
By Samantha Blair
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Recognition for practical
chemical engineering service

Associate Proffesor Karen 
Hapgood has  been awarded The 
Uhde Shedden Medal and Prize 
a t t h e 2 0 1 0 C H E M E C A 
function in Adelaide.

The Uhde Shedden Medal 
and Prize is awarded by The 
Australian and New Zealand 
Fe d e r a t i o n o f C h e m i c a l 
E n g i n e e r s .  T h e a w a r d 
recognises practical service to the 
profession and to the practise of 
chemical engineering by a 
professional engineer under 40 
in Australia or New Zealand.

A/Prof Hapgood has  made 
a significant contribution to the 
Chemical Engineering profession 
v i a h e r g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
granulation research and its 
influence on pharmaceutical 
manufacturing, as  well as  her 
dedication to commitment to 
and excellence in teaching, and 
contr ibut ions to chemical 
e n g i n e e r i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l 
societies.

A/Prof Hapgood received 
h e r P h D i n C h e m i c a l 

Engineering in 2000 from the 
University of Queensland for 
her thesis ‘Nucleation and 
Binder Dispersion in Wet 
Granulation”, which developed 
several dimensionless design 
parameters  which describe the 
liquid distribution step in wet 
granulation.  This work has had 
significant influence on both 
g ranu lat ion re search and 
industrial practice, and has been 
directly applied by Merck & Co, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Proctor and 
Gamble during formation design 
and process development scale-
up.  These design parameters are 
reviewed in several chemical 
engineering textbooks, including 
the 8th edition of Perry's 
C h e m i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g 
Handbook, which is  considered 
the definitive guide of technical 
k n o w l e d g e i n c h e m i c a l 
engineering.

Since joining Monash in 
2006 as a Senior Lecturer in the 
De par tment o f Chemica l 
Engineering,  A/Prof Hapgood 

has  continued to investigate 
granulation and pharmaceutical 
technology, teach undergraduate 
students in a range of chemical 
engineering subjects  as well as 
co-found the Monash Advanced 
Particle Engineering Laboratory 
(MAPEL).  

Building on her industrial 
background, A/Prof Hapgood 
created a new double degree in 
Chemical Engineering and 
Pharmaceutical Science.  The 
course began in 2007; notably, 
the students were 70% female, 
resulting in a ~5% increase in 
the overall percentage of women 
in first year engineering at 
Monash.

Receiving this  award is a 
testament to A/Prof Hapgood’s 
dedication to teaching and 
contribution to society through 
C h e m i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g    
research. 

L to R: Gordon 
Weiss, Chair of the 
Awards of Excellence 
Selection Committee, 
Dr Karen Hapgood, 
Russell Scott, CEO 
Udhe Shedden. 
Photography: Larry 
Pitt Photography
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“The technology 
can be used to 
produce vaccines 
rapidly in the event 
of a pandemic 
outbreak”
Dr Michael Danquah

Dr Michael Danquah, a Senior Lecturer in the Department 
of Chemical Engineering,  has been awarded the highly 
commended Bioprocessing Award, sponsored by CEL 
International for his project titled, 'A novel DNA Vaccine 
Purification Technology' at the 2010 IChemE Awards.

The Bioprocessing Award recognises the best project to 
demonstrate a contribution to, or collaboration helping to, 
develop biotechnologies and bioprocessing applications.

Dr Danquah and his  Bio Engineering Laboratory (BEL) 
group are looking into a new approach to vaccines. DNA 
vaccines  cause the body’s own cells to produce the antigen to 
which it then makes antibodies. DNA vaccines  are much faster 
to produce than conventional vaccines and can be used to 
combat disease pandemics. 

The team produced a 'monolith', a tailored continuous 
adsorbent that purifies DNA vaccines  quickly and cheaply to 
FDA-compliant purity. The result is significantly improved 
binding capacities and recoveries, reduced producing times and 
higher yields of  DNA vaccines.

The benefits of the research to the community are far –
reaching.  "DNA vaccines,  which show better immunological 
and socio-economic merits  than conventional vaccines, face a 
technological bottleneck relating to the production of large 
quantities to meet growing demands. With the development of 

'monoliths' to expedite the purification process, the full scale 
application of these essential biomolecules in vaccination and 
gene therapy would be achieved."

"The technology can also be used to produce vaccines 
rapidly in the event of a pandemic outbreak. Work has been 
done on malaria and measles plasmid vaccines,  and we are 
extending the application to cover a wide range of diseases," 
explained Dr Danquah.

IChemE CEO David Brown said, "The IChemE Awards 
are globally recognised and attract entries from all over the 
world. Achieving highly commended status really does 
demonstrate work of the highest standard and there are plenty 
of highly commended participants from previous years that have 
used their success at the IChemE Awards as a springboard to 
greater things."

Upon receiving this award, Dr Danquah stated, "I am both 
excited and humbled by this  noble internationally recognised 
award.  The hard work and commitment invested in this  project 
has  paid off and I must admit that I am highly motivated to give 
off  my best."

The technology produced has been patented and the team 
is currently engaging with top biotech companies worldwide on 
commercialisation discussions.  The award news was  published 
in the November 2010 edition of  'The Chemical Engineer'.

IChemE Bioprocessing Award
awarded to Dr Danquah
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50th Anniversary Gala
dinner 2011

Get ready to put your dancing 
shoes on and dust off that dinner suit 
for the 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
to be held in October/November 2011 
(date and venue to be confirmed).

Semester 1 2011 marks the 50th 
anniversary of the first intake of 
students at Monash University. On 13 
March 1961, 363 students arrived at a 
much muddier, less-developed Clayton 
campus,  eager to begin their studies at 
Melbourne’s new university. Among 
these students were a small handful who 

were studying Engineering. To celebrate 
and mark our achievements over the 
last 50 years, there will be a series of 
events held in 2011. The pinnacle event 
will be an Engineering Gala Dinner. 
Information will be sent to alumni early 
in the New Year. 

Rally your classmates so that they 
can plan to attend the Gala Dinner. In 
the mean time, don’t miss  out on all the 
other 50th Anniversary events  and 
gossip by keeping your alumni contact 
details up to date. 

http://www.monash.edu.au/
alumni/faq/address.html. 

Smuce 
Prepared
for Record Setting Year
By James Walter
The 2011 SMUCE Committee 
tentatively steps in to some very big 
shoes  left behind by the previous 4th 
year SMUCE Committee members.  
We would like to wish the 4th year 
students  all the best in their new 
careers. We also give you guys a big 
thanks for all your hard work with 
SMUCE over the years. The BBQ’s 
and the social activities have been 
fantastic, the industry talks with pizza 
have sustained us and we have forged 
friendships that will hopefully last 
forever!
	 T h e 2 0 1 1 S M U C E 
committee would also like to welcome 
all the new 2nd year students  entering 
Chemical Engineering in 2011. The 
Society of Monash Univers i ty 
Chemical Engineers (SMUCE) aims to 
bridge the gap between the doldrums of 
the classroom and the world outside 
university.  While university may bring 
challenges  and hard work, SMUCE 
brings beer, pizza and entertainment.
	 SMUCE is a student run 
society aiming to help and engage with 
the chemical engineering student 
community. We run social events 
throughout the year such as  barbecues, 
bowling nights, our annual ball and other 
fun events along with other initiatives 
helping students to meet other chemical 
engineering students. Through our 
industry seminar series we strive to 
expose our members to the chemical 
engineering world by regularly inviting 
industry members  to visit and present 
information to students  about both 
graduate and vacation work positions 
that are available across a wide range of 
areas. We also work closely with the 
Department of Chemical Engineering, 

acting as a liaison between the student 
body and staff raising concerns and 
issues that can be addressed, improving 
facilities, as well as  working to assist 
students throughout their university 
career. SMUCE has had a massive 2010 
with a huge increase in our membership 
base.  The SMUCE office is located 
opposite E1 lecture theatre, so pop in 
and say hi.
 In 2011, we hope to give the 
Chemical Engineering students  body the 
opportunity to widen their University 
experience during their study time at 
Monash. One area we will continue to 
focus on is bringing together companies 
who actively employ Monash graduates. 
The 2011 committee has started by 
brainstorming ideas for fund-raising. 
SMUCE hopes to be able to secure 
some company sponsor s . Wi th 
additional funding from companies  we 
will be able to increasing the profile of 
SMUCE through a company sponsored 

SMUCE T-Shirt (company logo on the 
back) as well as improve other services it 
offers to the student body. In return, we 
will offer companies free bulk emails 
which are distributed directly to the 
SMUCE members’ email accounts for 
all your vacation opportunities and 
graduate positions, exposure for your 
business through industry talks, 
networking directly with students  as well 
as  a wide range of other services and 
avenues. Additionally, we will post 
advertising posters around the campus 
notice boards and offer participation in 
our highly popular industry seminar 
series, gaining the maximum exposure 
for your business throughout our ever 
increasing membership base. While 
c o m p a n y s p o n s o r s h i p i s  n o t 
compulsorily to book an industry talk or 
any other items listed above, any 
financial assistance would gratefully 
accepted by SMUCE. To contact us 
please email smuce@monashclubs.org.

“The 
SMUCE 
office is 
located 
opposite 
E1 
lecture 
theatre, 

so pop in 
and say 
hi.”
James Walter 
Smuce President

Monash Uni
Robert Menzies building at Clayton Camupus
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Monash University’s  2010 Design 
Project was the design of a gas processing 
facility in Timor-Leste to exploit the 
Greater Sunrise field in the Timor Sea.

  A novel processing objective was ethane 
recovery and pipeline gas  for domestic consumption 
as  well as LNG production for export to meet the 
booming demand of the Asian market.  The plant 
was also future-proofed by a requirement to be 
carbon-capture ready.  Recent development 
proposals have favoured a floating LNG facility 
because of economic and technical reasons 
including distance from the Australian mainland 
and the deep active trench between the field and 
Timor-Leste.  This  option, however, has been 
rejected by Timor-Leste which prefers direct 
investment on its soil.

Each group was formed from six final year 
students  whose skills were matched by a Belbin 
team role survey.  Each team had to meet different 
production requirements from unique feed gas 
compositions.   While it takes industry many years 
and hundreds  of engineers to complete its designs, 
each group of six, with the help of 24-hour access 
to the University’s  facilities and many sleepless 
nights, managed to successfully complete an array 
of economically viable designs in just thirteen 
weeks.  

To facilitate better teamwork, each group was 
assigned an academic staff member as  a mentor; 
and this was the first year in which individual 
marks  for group submissions were adjusted 
according to a Peer Assessment Factor, based on an 
online survey completed by each member about 
their own and their teammates’ contributions.  As a 
result, work ethic and overall submission quality 

were exceptional.  Despite dedication to the task 
and staff support, each group still experienced its 
fair share of conflict and internal politics, which 
may be as  valuable a lesson for working life as the 
vast range of engineering work that included a 
technology and economic evaluation, process flow 
sheet development, detailed mechanical design, 
piping and instrumentation diagrams, HAZOP 
studies, site layout, and safety and economic 
assessments.

Groups generally favoured established 
technology, but there was still a remarkable diversity 
in gas conditioning and separation approach.  
Students  were not afraid to optimise and improve 
on established ethane recovery methods, to suit the 
particular needs of the project.  The results from 
the project indicated a high level of profitability 
and therefore substantial benefits to Timor-Leste,  if 
the gas could be piped there. 

Chemical Engineering Alumni can rest 
assured that the design project is  still a brutal 
semester in which many tears were shed, much 
pain was endured, and one through which 
Chemical Engineering students were the first to 
arrive at University in the morning and the last to 
leave at night, with the possible exception of when 
they dispensed with the inconvenience of going 
home! 

“Chemical Engineering students were 
the first to arrive at university in the 

morning and the last to leave at night, 
(except when they dispensed with the 

inconvenience of going home!)”

Mark Kowalczyk

Design Project 2010
final year students describe what it was all about
By Mark Kowalczyk and Thomas Constantino

Hard at work 
Student catches up 
on sleep during the 
final days of semester

Far Right: 
Presentation day
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The Chemical Engineering project titled 
‘Breakthrough technologies  for energy-efficient 
manufacture of dairy powders’ has been granted 
$320,000 over four years  through the ARC Linkage 
Project.

Professor Xiao Dong Chen and Dr Cordelia 
Selomulya from the Department of Chemical 
Engineering at Monash are working in collaboration 
with  Dairy Innovation Australia Ltd (DIAL) to 
revolutionise dairy manufacturing processes  in 
Australia.

In 2008, Australian dairy manufacturers 
produced over 400,000 million tonnes of milk 
powders worth over AU$1 billion, with spray dried 
dairy products accounting for over 50% of exports.  
Milk powder production is the most energy intensive 
dairy manufacturing process, with the Australian 
manufacturers under increasing pressure to improve 
efficiencies and to reduce the cost of bulk powder 
manufacturing.

“This  project will address how the industry can 
achieve tremendous gain in energy saving while 
reducing environmental costs  through a combination 
of lower temperature spray drying and more 
efficient evaporation processes in generating high 
quality powders from high solid liquids”, explained 
Dr Selomulya.

The innovation gained is also applicable to food 
and pharmaceutical industries where spray drying 
and fluidised bed drying are integral parts  of the 
manufacturing process.  The project will train 
graduates to be able to make a high-level 
contribution to these industries.

The outcomes of this  project will form a 
significant change for the dairy industry in Australia, 
represented by Dairy Innovation Australia Ltd.  In 
particular, the enormous cost-saving and 
environmental benefits due to a more efficient drying 
process are attractive for the competitiveness of the 
industry internationally. 

“The ARC funding will enable the research 
group at Monash to recruit high quality 
postgraduate students to the project, while working 
closely with the dairy industry.  It will also be used to 
extend the pilot scale facility for the dairy research at 
Monash University,” said Dr Selomulya.

As  a partner organisation in this research project 
DIAL brings  highly developed research project 
management systems, technical expertise in dairy 
processing and experience in managing research in 
multi-site international projects.

The Faculty of Engineering received $1.8 
million ARC funding across six projects  from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) in the most 
recent round of ARC Linkage Projects.  The scheme 
encourages partnerships between researchers, 
industry, government and community organisations 
as well as the international community.

“The ARC funding will enable the 
research group at Monash to recruit 
high quality postgraduate students to 
the project, while working closely with 
the dairy industry”

Dr Cordelia Selomulya

Breakthrough technologies for
energy-efficient manufacture of dairy powders
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Research continues 
into spray drying 
techniques



“The awards further 
enhance the reputation 
Monash enjoys as a 
globally-focused university 
that encourages its 
students to look at how 
Australia engages with the 
world”

Professor Stephanie Fahey
Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Five Monash University students have been awarded Prime 
Minister's  Asia Endeavour Awards, allowing them to continue 
their research and take part in an internship or work placement 
in Asia.

Rebecca Yee from the Department of Chemical 
Engineering was one of among 20 students awarded the 
prestigious scholarships in the postgraduate categorie.

The Prime Minister's Asia Endeavour Award is  a 
scholarship awarded to Australian postgraduate or 
undergraduate students  seeking to enrich their academic 
experience and apply their knowledge to an international work 
context in Asia.

The Prime Minister's Asia Endeavour Awards aim to 
build the relationship between Australia and Asia through the 
development of internationally-aware, skilled leaders; building 
human capital within organisations and contributing to 
productivity gains and innovations; and the establishment of 
enduring education and professional linkages.

Rebecca Yee is currently undertaking a PhD in Chemical 
Engineering and will travel to China as a visiting scholar at the 
Institute of Urban Environments at the Chinese Academy of 
Science, where she will develop new composite materials to 
develop economically feasible copolymer membranes for 
industrial application and manufacture.

Each winner will also have the opportunity to undertake an 
internship or work placement in Hong Kong at the completion 
of  the study component.

Professor Stephanie Fahey, Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Global Engagement) said the awards further enhance the 
reputation Monash enjoys as a globally-focused university that 
encourages  its  students to look at how Australia engages with 
the world.

"Monash University is committed to a global approach in 
its education and research activities  and the large number of 
awards won by Monash students  highlights the desire for our 
students  to further their learning capabilities and opportunities 
overseas or assist other nations in improving health and 
education outcomes for their populations," said Professor 
Fahey.

Ms Fiona Zammit,  General Manager of the Monash 
Research Graduate School said the postgraduate awards 
highlight the opportunities  presented by completing higher 
degrees by research at Monash.

"Receiving four of the national postgraduate awards is a 
great testimony to the research excellence and innovation of our 
higher degree by research students at Monash.

"Each of these awardees will benefit greatly not only from 
the international research experience but the mentoring and 
support they will receive from Australian embassies  all over 
Asia. The internships and professional linkages that they can 
also develop through this  program could give them an "edge" 
and open important international doors to their future 
careers," Ms Zammit said. 

Prime Minister's Asia 
Endeavour Awards
won by Monash PGs
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JMSS Students
experience engineering

Students  from John Monash Science 
School engaged in a week-long work 
experience program that gave students 
an all encompassing engineering 
experience.  

The program, which began on 
Monday 13 September, gave the work 
experience students  insight and 
experience into various Monash 
Engineering departments  such as 
Chemical Engineering and Materials 
Engineering.  

Students engaged in hands-on 
activities run by Monash Engineering 
professors, lecturers and postgraduate 
students.   Students enjoyed activities 
such as pharmaceutical manufacturing, 
solar cell assembly and nanomaterials 
for sustainable energy and water 
technologies.  The students also had the 
opportunity to go on a site visit to BASF, 
the world’s leading chemical company 
and sit in on an Industry Seminar with 
the Students  of Monash University 
Chemical Engineering body (SMUCE) 
and MARS Australia.

“We are most appreciative of the 
opportunities  that Monash University 
provides for our students; enabling our 
students to undertake their Work 
Experience with the Faculty of 
Engineering and also with other 
Departments  / Faculties such as 
Biomedical , Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics, Biology and Geology.  
O u r s t u d e n t s g a i n e d va l u a b l e 
experience and skills from the Work 
Experience Program at Monash 
University.

“These insights and experiences will 
enhance their interest in their future 
career options in science-related fields.  I 
hope we will continue to liaise with each 
other to further elaborate this  invaluable 

program for our students,” said Sally 
Cheah-Johnson, Assistant Principal at 
the John Monash Science School.

The John Monash Science School is 
a joint initiative between Monash 
U n i ve r s i t y a n d t h e Vi c t o r i a n 
Government’s Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development.  
The secondary school is  designed to 
advance students  with an interest in 
science, mathematics  and associated 
technologies.  The school is Victoria’s 
first specialist secondary school devoted 
to the specific fields and is designed to 
cater for more than 600 senior 
secondary school students in Years 10 to 
12.

BCIA Research 
Scholarship awarded

A d a m R a d y , a r e c e n t 
undergraduate in the department, was 
recently awarded a prestigious Brown 
Coal Innovation Australia Research 
Scholarship, to undertake his PhD 
starting in 2011.  The scholarships are 
valued at an impressive $40,000 per 
annum tax-free, which makes  them 
among the most lucrat ive and 
competitive anywhere in Australia.  

Adam’s research project is  also 
unique in that it will involve two 
supervisors from the department (A/
Prof Sankar Bhattacharya and Dr 
Bradley Ladewig), and two supervisors 
from CSIRO (Dr Sukhvinder Badwal 
and Dr Sarbjit Giddey), and focus on 
utilising Victorian Brown Coal to 
produce electricity at high efficiency in 
Direct Carbon Fuel Cells.   This 
collaboration brings together highly 
complementary expertise ranging across 
b r o w n c o a l , f u e l c e l l s  a n d 
electrochemistry.

When notified of his success, Adam 
said that he was thrilled and excited 
about working on the project.

2010 Early Career 
Alumni of the Year
Dr Nicky Eshtiaghi
 Nicky’s  research project was on 
“liquid marbles”, a new and novel way 
to granulate hydrophobic powders to 
form structured hollow granules for 
pharmaceutical drug delivery. Her 
research work culminated in the 
development of a framework describing 
the conditions required for the 
formation of a liquid marble and 
hollow granule.

Pioneer ing an ent ire ly new 
research area requires effort, initiative 
and determination, which Nicky 
consistently demonstrates. During her 
PhD she published five journal papers, 
plus 2 peer-reviewed conference papers. 
Two of her journal papers have 
recently been cited by an independent 
re search g roup, ind icat ing the 
significance and immediate impact of 
her research

Another indication of Nicky’s 
professional achievements is that she 
was hired by RMIT as a Lecturer 
before she had submitted her PhD. It is 
relatively unusual for a PhD candidate 
to skip a postdoctoral position and 
commence as an academic lecturer 
immediately.

Eng XP 
Ms Lilyanne Price, Academic Programs 
Administrator with John Monash Science 
School Students

Left to Right
Dr Sukhvinder Badwal, Mr Adam Rady, A/P 
Sankar Bhattacharya, Dr Sarb Giddy, Dr 
Bradley Ladewig (not pictured)
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Above L to R: Dr Tam Shridar, Dr Nicky 
Eshtiaghi, Prof Ed Byrne AO (Vice Chancellor)
Below: Dr Nicky Eshtiaghi with Prof Paul 
Webley



The Asthma Foundation
funding success

Dr Peggy Chan and her co-worker Dr Aisha 
Qi are awarded with the Hon Walter Jona AO 
Paediatric Research Grant for children’s/
adolescent asthma research 2011. The grant is 
funded by the Asthma Foundation of Victoria to 
support their research to design miniaturize 
pulmonary drug delivery device in order to help 
children with asthma to enjoy the best possible 
quality of life. In this project, Dr Peggy Chan and 
Dr Ai sha Qi w i l l in teg rate the la te s t 
microfabrication technology to develop a highly 
efficient portable nebulizer to overcome limitations 
associated with traditional nebulizers/inhalers. 
Attractive features of their microfabrication 
technology include miniaturizability,  nozzle-free 
feature, low power requirement,  suitability for 
delivery of a wide range of drugs, low cost, 
disposable, durability and low maintenance. 

Future fellows
congratulations

Congratulations to Prof.  Huanting Wang on 
receiving an ARC Future Fellow Award for 
"Composite Membranes for Energy-efficient Separation 
Technologies".  This  is richly deserved for his tireless 
and high quality research output.   In addition, the 
department has also received notice of the 
successful ARC Future Fellow award to Prof 
Zongping Shao for "Highly efficient electric power and 
value-added synthesis gas co-generation from methane with 
zero greenhouse gas emission". 

AIE-Melbourne Postgraduate 
Award

The Australian Institute of Energy - Melbourne 
Chapter organizes poster competition annually for 
postgraduate students working in the energy area. 
This year it took place at the sidelines of the All-
Energy Australia 2010 Conference. 

Postgraduate student, Chiranjib Saha, was 
awarded the second prize in this competition 
sponsored by Garrad Hassan, a consulting 
engineering company. Chiranjib's prize consists  of 
a plaque, $500 cash, a travel grant and registration 
to participate at the AIE National conference in 
Adelaide on 15-16 November.

Awards
success
FOCSA Symposium,

Best Poster: Junfei Tian
Equal 2nd: Wenjie Liu, Dong Xu
Equal 3rd: Jie Zhong

11th International Union of Materials Research 
Societies (IUMRS) Conference in Asia.

Excellent Paper Award for Young Scientists: 
Dr. Winston Wu co-authored with Mengwai 
Woo, Cordelia Selomulya and Xiao Dong 
Chen.

13th Asia Pacific Confederation of  Chemical 
Engineering Congress

Best Poster Paper Award: Fain M Nawwab Al-
Deen and Ria Amelia

Doctor of Philosophy
September - November 2010

Chun Ming Wong
Shu Zhang 

Dong Chen
Appointments

The first Arun Mujumdar Visiting Fellow at 
ICT, Mumbai has been announced.  Prof. Dong 
Chen, who holds  joint appointment at Monash 
University, Melbourne, Australia and at Xiamen 
University in China, is  the first awardee of this 
endowed Fellowship at the Institute of Chemical 
Technology (formerly UDCT-now an autonomous 
university). ICT is the premier institution in India 
specializing in a wide variety of chemical 
technologies. http://serve.me.nus.edu.sg/arun/
news_TPR.htm Professor Chen will deliver several 
seminars on process innovations.

 
 Professor Dong Chen has been appointed as 

the External Assessor for Bachelor of Engineering 
(Process and Food) to the Faculty of Engineering, 
University Putra Malaysia for a period of three 
years from 2010/2011 

  Professor Dong Chen has  been appointed to 
a Committee Membership of China Energy 
Society for a period of  5 years 

Professor Dong Chen has been given the title 
of Technological Specialist honoured by Xiamen 
City Council (1 out of  11 given) China

Congratulations
& news
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Company
participation
Would your company like to offer any of  the following?

Vacation Work Experience to our undergraduate 
students?
G r a d u a t e Po s i t i o n ( U n d e rg r a d u a t e a n d 
Postgraduate)?
Speak to undergraduates students at a lunch time 
seminar about your company?

Then send a email to Lilyanne.Price@monash.edu 
with the details and she will get back to you shortly.

ChemEng Focus
subscribition

Would you like to receive future issues of ChemEng 
Focus?

If so, please email lilyanne.price@monash.edu and we 
will add you to our newsletter mailing list.

Disclaimer

The statements made or opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of Monash 
University.

Prof Paul Webley 
Head of Department

ChemEngFocus
March 2011

Dept Chemical Engineering
Monash University Building 36, 
Room 226
Phone: +61 3 9905 3555 
Fax: +61 3 9905 5686 
E-mail: lilyanne.price@monash.edu
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