
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For geophysicist, all 
roads lead to Monash 

Helen Williams 
Course graduated from: PhD in Geology  
Year of graduation: 2009 
Job: Senior Geophysicist MMG     
Career: Consulting Geologist/Geophysicist 

Reflection: “Science is crucial to human 
progress as well as the understanding and 
protection of the world we inhabit.” 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

“Being a senior geophysicist 
means being able to contribute 
more to exploration projects 
with a greater amount of 
responsibility.” 
 
 When 25-year-old New Zealander Helen Williams 

enrolled at Monash to do a PhD in geology in 2004, 
she came with an urge to take part in a large-scale 
research project the department was undertaking, a 
strong determination to become an academic – and an 
eight-year-old son. 

The single mother embarked on her doctorate with no 
family or support in Australia but an accommodating 
attitude by her supervisor, Peter Betts. 

The geoscience project into the ancient tectonic history 
of the Curnamona Province – a vast area that 
straddles the New South Wales and South Australian 
borders and which is well endowed with minerals – 
was largely academic in nature.  

Williams’ research was mostly desk-based, analysing 
magnetic and gravity data sets. 

Ambitions for academia 
At the end of it, she had published an impressive six 
first-author papers, which she hoped would help propel 
her into an academic career. 

She says Monash University left her with honed 
research skills, enhanced employability, a “wonderful” 
group of friends and a husband – PhD student John 
Stewart, whom she knew previously from New 
Zealand.  

The couple later married and had three sons together.   

Williams missed out on the research funding she’d 
hoped for when she graduated but is enjoying a role in 
industry. 

Casual work leads to senior role 
She’s now a senior geophysicist with MMG, a position 
to which she progressed after starting with the newly-
formed minerals company as a part-time employee.  

“I was pregnant with my third son, overdue and 
enormous, when we were having coffee with people 
we’d met consulting through Monash, and the chief 
geophysicist with MMG asked me if I’d work for them 
casually after I had the baby.  

“They were interested partly because of the Monash 
project, from a mineralisation point of view,” Williams 
says. 

She started with MMG in January 2010 working flexible 
hours and turned full-time in early 2014.  

She now works on a large variety of projects at various 
stages of development all over Australia, and in 
Zambia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

 

Mining company a boon to students   
MMG has sponsored several honours’ projects at 
Monash, in which Williams has participated in 
conjunction with academics. 

She still has a formal relationship with the Faculty of 
Science and is keen to resume writing research papers 
in the future. 

 


