
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Innovative idea now a 
thriving business 
leads to awards   
love of science 

Sarah Sammon 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
anatomy 

Year of graduation: 2000 

Job:  Managing Director of Simply Rose Petals 

Career: Nearly 30 different jobs before setting 
up Simply Rose Petals. 

Reflection: “A science education was the 
perfect platform to kick-start my lifelong passion 
for innovation and agriculture.” 

“I’m eternally grateful that 
Mum encouraged me to 

complete the degree.”  

When Sarah Sammon graduated from Monash she 

realised there weren’t many opportunities for 

employment for science graduates in her hometown 

Swan Hill but with some research, courage and 

determination she created one.  

Sammon runs Simply Rose Petals, a horticultural 

business that sells its products internationally and for 

which she has was awarded a 2014 Nuffield 

Scholarship in late 2013, the latest of several awards. 

Simply Rose Petals, which Sammon operates with her 

mother Jan Slater, freeze-dries petals and supplies 

them to brides and wedding businesses, sold in cones 

and hand-held “rose petal cannons”, and scattered 

instead of confetti. 

At the age of 25, Sammon created the business with 

her mother who had grown cut flower roses when 

Sammon was younger.  

She’d had several diversions along the way; studying 

tourism, abandoning the idea of veterinary science, 27 

jobs, and a three-year stint teaching skiing overseas. 

An involved student on campus, Sammon was the 

Social Secretary of the Monash ski club, a Resident 

Advisor at halls of residence, took part in a Monash 

leadership program and captained the women’s tennis 

team, which won a gold medal at the Victorian 

University Games in 2000. 

“I absolutely loved my time there,” says Sammon, “I 

came out of my sheIl at Monash. I’m eternally grateful 

that Mum encouraged me to complete the degree.” 

The growth of Simply Rose Petals 

Having that degree kicked in when Sammon began to 

research an alternative use for the 1000 rose bushes 

her mother tended. She found that companies 

overseas were selling freeze-dried rose petals though 

no one in Australia was. She purchased two second-

hand commercial freeze driers that dry rose petals to 

look just like fresh ones. 

“No one knew how to operate these machines locally 

and there was no instruction manual from the former 

owner so I had to use my understanding of science to 

trouble-shoot,” she says. 

Sammon enlisted her research skills to test hundreds 

of varieties of roses for factors such as petal count and 

colour in the early days of the business. 

The business blossoms 

It has gone from strength to strength ever since, now 

producing petals from 6000 plants.  

Simply Rose Petals has won nine Australian Bridal 

Industry Awards. Sammon has been a finalist twice 

times in Telstra Business Women’s Awards and 

travelled to eight countries over three months on a 

Churchill Fellowship. This year she has diversified the 

farm’s product range to include edible petals. 

And yes, Sammon did get married amidst her own rose 

petals, in 2008. 


