
 

 

 

 

 

 

Science lights the  
way for designer 

Marcus Athanatos 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
maths 

Year of graduation: 1994 

Job: Director of Bluelab Design  

Career: Various other jobs before assembly job 
at a lighting company factory then setting up 
Bluelab.  

Reflection: “The scientific method is God to me. 
I use that kind of method in anything I approach, 
even discussing politics.” 

 

“I wanted to make something 
a bit different – lighting that 

didn’t exist.” 

When Marcus Athanatos left the workforce to study 

science at Monash as a younger man he did it purely 

because he loved the idea of it. 

He’d been fascinated by “hard-core” scientific subjects 

such as quantum physics as a teenager but had to 

leave school and work for family reasons. But science 

was always “calling me,” he says. 

Athanatos completed a bridging course before starting 

university and then progressed to third year when he 

studied theoretical physics and applied mathematics – 

“no picnic!” He graduated in 1994. 

Design with an element of science 

He now runs a successful designer lighting company 

and says that science informs his life daily. 

“Everything I do runs according to the scientific way of 

thinking,” says Athanatos. “I know how to research and 

find out things, it’s invaluable.” 

Athanatos added a TAFE course in electrical 

engineering to his degree to refine his skills and gain 

some hands-on experience, then started working in a 

lighting company’s factory in Richmond, learning how 

to assemble their products.  

He enjoyed the work and met his future wife Penny 

Altman, who worked in the production office, there.  

An innovative approach 

Athanatos left the company after a year and 

established Bluelab Design not long afterwards. It was 

the early 2000s and Athanatos, who was interested in 

design, had noticed that most lights used in 

commercial projects were bought off-the-shelf. 

“I wanted to make something a bit different – lighting 

that didn’t exist,” he says. 

He started working with architects, engineers and 

designers, creating new, made-to-order products. 

Bluelab has since produced project lighting for 

developments including: 600 guestrooms in the Crown 

Metropol hotel in Melbourne; a large crucifix at the 

Australian Catholic University in Fitzroy; a fit-out in the 

corridors of Myer House in the CBD; lobby lights for 

the Yarra’s Edge Apartments, amongst other Mirvac 

projects; and lighting for the high-end Pickle Street 

Apartments in Port Melbourne.  

 

From home to factory 

Athanatos initially worked out of an office in his Albert 

Park home – “a computer and sheet metal was all I 

needed”. But he decided on a factory when 12 pallets of 

lights arrived and were deposited on the footpath outside 

the family home. Bluelab moved into a factory in 2005.  

Altman joined the company in 2011 and does much of 

the liaising with clients. 

In late 2013 Athanatos was working on a novel project: 

lighting made of Tasmanian oak. “It’s an exciting thing 

for us – nobody’s really doing timber lighting. It’s had a 

massive response – the architects are crazy about it.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


