
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Strategy and banking 
and science 

Emma Sutton 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
physiology and developmental biology  

Year of graduation: 2010 

Job: Financial Systems Analyst (graduate 
program)  

Career: Accounting   

Reflection: “Science enables you to dissect a 
problem and work out what the actual issues 
are and work from there.” 

 

“Strategy is a bit like 
anatomy. You look at 
companies and work out 
what’s wrong with them and 

what you can do better.”   

When Emma Sutton left school she had a dilemma: 

should she study accounting, which she liked and was 

good at, or science, which fascinated her. 

Sutton enrolled in an accounting course at Monash but 

three months into it found she was yearning to study 

science. 

She’d grown up listening to her mother, a nurse, talk 

about how the human body works, and playing sport at 

school made her think further about anatomy and 

physiology. 

She transferred to a science degree, picking up biology 

as a bridging subject, and graduated in 2010 with 

majors in physiology and developmental biology.  

Monash emphasis on active learning 
appeals  

“I loved my time at Monash Clayton,” says Sutton. 

“We were learning from journals published that year, 

which was fascinating, from lecturers who were telling 

us what they knew rather than talking from books and 

lecture slides, and you could see research in action,” 

she says.  

At a career crossroads 

But Sutton found herself at a crossroads again after 

realising that lab-based research wasn’t for her.  

After a false start studying radiography, she enrolled in 

an accounting course and graduated from that in late 

2012.  

When a friend told her one of the big four banks was 

advertising its Group Strategy and Finance graduate 

program Sutton was on to it, preparing and sending an 

application an hour before the deadline. 

“When they told me it had ‘strategy’ in the title I knew it 

was meant to be!” she says. 

She’s now an analyst with the graduate program on 

rotation with different sections of the bank.   

Science skills are portable 

Sutton found that that the skills she acquired at 

Monash were portable: she uses a scientific approach 

in much of her work.  

“You need to be able to research information and find 

quality data, the data you want,” says Sutton. “You 

look at a problem from all different angles: what do our 

bankers need to see? What do people from different 

industries need to know?” 

“Strategy is a bit like anatomy,” says Sutton. “You look at 

companies and work out what’s wrong with them and 

what you can do better.”   

Sutton still reads New Scientist and her mother’s nursing 

books but she’s resolved her dilemma, enjoying the 

challenges and variety of her current job.  

 

 

 

 

 


