
 
 

 

 

 

Science teaches us  
about the world 

 

Andrew Kent 
Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
organic chemistry 

Year of graduation: 2008 

Job: Development Chemist, Dulux 

Career: Team leader, Officemax; lab technician 
Dulux. 

Reflection: “Science teaches us about the 
world and allows us to progress.” 

“There are many research 
and development lab jobs in 
Australian manufacturing 
and they employ a lot of 
scientists.”  

At university Andrew Kent enjoyed “reaction-based” 
subjects such as medicinal, organic and synthetic 
chemistry – and will never forget the organic chemistry 
prac during which he yanked a glass suction unit off a 
tap without checking that it was turned off, triggering 
an explosion of bright purple powder. 

Science graduate job 

Like many final-year students, he had no idea where 
he was heading. In fact he had enjoyed the 
neuroscience aspect of physiology so much that he 
was considering a degree in optometry. 

Then fate intervened when a friend suggested he try 
Dulux, which was then recruiting science graduates. 

Starting on a trial contract job as a technician in the 
company’s Clayton lab, he began in the cost-saving 
area. His first job was to find a source of cheaper but 
strong binders to use in acrylic concrete paint. The 
stronger binders would stop the problem of acrylic 
patio paint softening in the heat and causing outdoor 
furniture to stick to it. 

As a development chemist, his job still involves 
sourcing new ingredients for paints from suppliers all 
over the world. But he also spends a lot of time in a lab 
with multiple fume hoods and a giant bench mounted 
mixer for blending new paint formulae.  

Most recently he’s been working on a new easy-to-use 
DIY exterior water-based paint that can be applied 
thickly to cover cracks in a rendered wall and then not 
crack itself. 

Working on paint at Dulux 

“We are doing trials of it right now,” says Kent, 28. 
“This is taking existing technology but adapting it to 
make a product that can be applied by someone who 
isn't a professional painter.” 

The chemistry used in paint production is known as 
“surface” chemistry, which Kent didn't focus on at 
university.  

But he feels he has done the work-based equivalent of 
a “major” in it, because his job involves monitoring the 
intra-molecular activity that occurs when pigments 

such as titanium dioxide are mixed with plastic binders, 
solvents and other additives. 

Undergraduate lab skills help 

He also troubleshoots customer complaints, testing 
samples of paints that have allegedly performed poorly, 
investigating the way in which they were applied, and 
then reporting back – a task which relies on his 
undergraduate laboratory report writing skills. 

It's work that he enjoys; and he would urge science 
undergraduates to consider the many research and 
development lab jobs in Australian manufacturing. 

“Remember, they employ a lot of scientists,” he says. 

 

 

 

 

 


