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Twenty-fourth Annual General Meeting 

 
of the Friends of the Elms Inc. 

 
To be held at “Clarendon Terrace” The Menzies Foundation, 

 
210 Clarendon Street, East Melbourne 3002 

 
on Tuesday 27 October 2015 at 6pm. 

 
Refreshments will be served on arrival. 

 
 
 
 
Elm Watch, the newsletter of the Friends of the Elms 
 
Having lost our extraordinary Editor Ralph Neale last year the FOTE committee has 
decided that it is only possible under the present circumstances to produce two issues of 
our popular newsletter this year - in July and December. 
 
If there is anyone out there that would like to offer their services as an Editor we would be 
very grateful.  If you are able to please contact us on our Hotline or Email address (see 
above for details). 
 
Should there be any “breaking news”, we will of course immediately contact all members 
directly.   
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Reports of increased elm leaf beetle damage in 2014-15 
 
By Greg Lefoe of the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,  Transport and 
Resources. Senior research Scientist Biosciences. 
 
The recent 2014-15 growing season was challenging for elm owners in many parts of 
Victoria.  Anecdotally, elm leaf beetle damage was higher than it had been for some years.  
Monitoring conducted in parts of the Melbourne metropolitan area backed up these 
observations.  Tree managers know that pest populations, and the damage caused by 
pests, can fluctuate from year to year for many reasons.  But the specific causes of 
sudden and rapid pest population growth are not always obvious. 

So, what was unusual about this season?  Well, it may be that conditions were simply 
ideal for elm leaf beetle growth and development.  According to the Bureau of 
Meteorology, October 2014 was Melbourne’s warmest October on record, part of 
Australia’s warmest recorded spring.  While the impacts of temperature and climate on elm 
leaf beetle populations are complex, we know that temperature plays an important role in 
beetle development.  For example, the insect develops more rapidly as average daily 
temperatures increase (up to a certain threshold).  Spring is when adult elm leaf beetles 
emerge to feed and mate, and it’s also when newly hatched larvae start feeding and 
growing.  The faster larvae grow, the more they eat.  Ideal temperatures and an 
abundance of food favour pest survival and rapid growth of pest populations. 

However, some trees previously treated with systemic insecticides were also heavily 
damaged.  Surely systemic insecticides would protect trees from increased damage, 
because adult beetles and larvae are killed when they feed on treated leaves.  
Explanations for this apparent failure may include the duration since the last treatment, or 
the effectiveness of the previous treatment.  In many cases, systemic insecticide 
treatments protect elms from damage for two or more years.  But even when insecticide 
efficacy declines, it may be several more years before elm leaf beetle populations recover 
to damaging levels.  Monitoring late-season damage on elms can therefore inform tree 
managers of the need for re-treatment in the following season.  This is a useful strategy, 
because it avoids unnecessary and expensive re-treatment, and it usually works well 
because pest populations take time to recover.  However the 2014-15 season 
demonstrated that recovery of pest populations to damaging levels can occur very rapidly 
under the right conditions. 

Avoiding a reoccurrence of the damage seen in 2014-15 may not be easy.  The Bureau of 
Meteorology provides seasonal outlooks, which can alert tree managers to the possibility 
of favourable conditions for pests.  But there will continue to be a trade-off between the 
desire to eliminate unnecessary insecticidal treatments and increased risk of short-term 
pest damage.  For tree managers, a good understanding of elm treatment history and pest 
status, informed by observation or formal monitoring, will continue to be essential. 
 
Research on preparedness for DED     Sylvia Tawfik 
 
Monash University post graduate student Sylvia Tawfik recently undertook a research 
project to assess preparedness for the possible arrival here of Dutch Elm Disease (DED).   
We are fortunate to have some of the finest mature elms in the world.  Geographical 
isolation and quarantine measures have been effective in excluding DED fungal 
pathogens from Australia.  However the threat will always be present due to the 
significance of international trade.  Early recognition of an out break is largely dependent 
on the knowledge and expertise of elm owners, councils, arborists, horticultural staff, pest 
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controllers and other workers in the field.  Sylvia conducted a survey of the Victorian 
arboricultural industry to assess their preparedness.   
 
Knowledge of the location of elms is vital to a rapid response.  The Friends of the Elms 
register would be the basis for this.  Assessing elms regularly, and recognising symptoms 
also increases early detection of disease.  The survey revealed ready access to key 
equipment and expertise required in an emergency situation. 
Compared to a 1998 survey, Sylvia noted a reduced perception of the DED threat and elm 
issues in general.  This is possibly due to the suppression of DED in New Zealand 
(reducing the threat to Australian elms), and the now ‘routine nature’ of elm leaf beetle 
treatment.  Conversely, recent introductions of tree pests and disease affecting other 
genera have increased industry knowledge of broader biosecurity issues.  
 
Sylvia’s report concludes that future DED preparedness should focus on: 

1. Continuing to record the location of elms in Victoria.   
2. Improving DED awareness, possibly through eLearning. 
3. Maintaining awareness of DED through brochures, at conferences, training etc. 
4. Improving knowledge in, and access to, DED- resistant cultivars in Australia.   

 
Sylvia’s work on this project was supported by the Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources (DEDJTR), the Friends of the Elms, 
and Monash University.  Her supervisor was Greg Lefoe, Senior Research Scientist 
based at DEDJTR AgriBio Centre, La Trobe University, Bundoora.  Greg has a long 
association with FOTE through his work on elm leaf beetle research and DED 
contingency planning.   
 
We thank Sylvia for allowing us to print a short précis of her research. 
 

Yarra Park    Lou Dawson 
 
Early in June 2015, the Committee of FOTE received confirmation of the proposed 
planting program for Yarra Park from Mr Ben Corfee, who is the Yarra Park Operations 
Manager for the Melbourne Cricket Club. It is as follows: 
               “…the MCC will undertake an extensive tree planting program in Yarra Park in 
the coming weeks with 115 new trees being planted.  This project has been undertaken to 
fill in vacant sites from previous tree removals, extend/complete historical avenues and 
replace some trees that are coming to the end of their lives. 
               The breakdown of the 115 new trees is set out below. 
               Stock                                                                                            Quantity 
 
               Angophora costata                        2 
               Araucaria cunninghamii                                                          1 
               Corymbia ciriodora                                                        1 
               Corymbia maculate                                                                         2 
               Eucalyptus camaldulensis                                                             14                        
               Ficus platypoda                                                                               2  
               Platanus x acerifolia                                                                        1  
               Ulmus procera                                                                               82            
               Ulmus sp. (Ulmus minor  variegate)                                              10       
               Grand Total                                                                        115 
 
 The stock will be supplied from the following nurseries – Established Tree Transplanters, 
Metropolitan Trees, Flemmings Nursery and Mount William Trees.  Tree Logic will 
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undertake the planting activity with all the trees being staked, mulched and watered in. 
 Irrigation will be undertaken through Yarra Park’s irrigation system and fertiliser will be 
applied in Spring and Autumn to assist in the establishment and growth of the trees.”     
  
The work began in late June and to date a row of 11 elms has been removed along the 
edge of Yarra Park adjacent to Jolimont Terrace.  These elms were due to be replaced as 
an ongoing renewal program for aging elms.  As 92 elms are to be planted during this 
period FOTE assumes that there will be further removals of elms during this season. 
 Some young elms have already been planted to replace those removed. 
  
Unfortunately, local residents were not aware of the imminent felling of the 11 trees and 
were distressed at the loss.  FOTE hopes that, in the future, the stakeholders in Yarra Park 
will be informed about further removals of these much loved elms. 
  
FOTE looks forward to seeing the new young elms grow and thrive in this important 
regeneration initiative for Yarra Park.      
 
Parque Apartment Development in St Kilda Road   Chloe Fitzwilliam Hyde 
 
Building is well underway of the Parque development at 555 St Kilda Road, on the site of 
the former Royal Institute for the Blind.  Many magnificent mature elm trees grace the 
landscape.  For some time FOTE has been concerned about the health of these lovely old 
trees.  They seemed quite neglected during the lengthy planning-approval process.   
 
Malaysian developer Setia has chosen respected architects Fender Katsilides and 
landscaper Paul Bangay to design the project.  The trees have been used as part of the 
marketing campaign and are an integral part of the design.  
 
To quote the selling-brochure: “Parque is where tranquillity and modernity find harmony on 
Melbourne’s most picturesque, tree-lined boulevard.  Where majestic residences float 
above and among the stately elms of their private, heritage garden setting.”  
 
FOTE recently contacted Paul Bangay who responded:  “Heritage Victoria has placed 
strict controls over the maintenance of the trees during and after construction.  One tree is 
very close to the building unfortunately but we are doing our best under the circumstances.  
We all want to preserve the elms as they are a major feature of the site. 
 
Let’s hope the elms will continue to be respected and will thrive once more to be 
appreciated by all Melbournians. 
 
Update on CATH    Jo Grigg 
 
The Committee for Amenity Tree Health’s (CATH) first meeting for 2015 was held in April 
and members were brought up to date by members of the Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources, on the various pests and diseases 
targeting many tree species in Victoria. 
As Elm Leaf Beetle and Giant Pine Scale have already been covered in this Newsletter I 
will concentrate on the remaining threats. 
The spread of Myrtle Rust affects us all, as it attacks the large Myrtaceae family of 
Australian Native flora. At this stage it does not appear to be further spreading in Victoria 
and still seems to be confined to residential properties, originally brought into Victoria 
through the Nursery Industry. The department’s vigilance is paying off with inspections and 
tight regulations on nursery stock crossing the border. Unfortunately Myrtle Rust is still a 
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significant problem in NSW and Queensland, where its damage can be seen throughout 
some of our northern forests. 
Chestnut Blight in the Myrtleford area has not been seen since May 2014, when sporadic 
outbreaks of single trees were identified.  Of the 13 infected properties, 10 are now 
officially free of Chestnut Blight. 
Cypress Decline was discovered in the Shrine Reserve and the tree was removed under 
quarantine conditions by the City of Melbourne. Other Cypress trees within the reserve are 
being monitored fortnightly for symptoms. 
Sycamore Lace Bug does not seem to have moved further South in Victoria 
 
Giant pine scale Chloe Fitzwilliam Hyde 
 
Giant pine scale, an insect pest that feeds on the sap of pine, fir and spruce trees, recently 
found in metropolitan Melbourne, has now been found in isolated areas from Mt Waverley 
to north of Harkaway. 
 
The Department of Economic Development Jobs Transport and Resources (DEDJTR) is 
conducting a program to control the pest and protect Australia’s $1 billion softwood 
plantation industry.  The majority of infested trees will be treated using an insecticide stem 
injection.  Where this treatment is not suitable, trees may need to be removed.   
 
Giant pine scale produces a distinctive white, cotton-like wax secretion.  The adult scale 
insect can be up to 12 mm in length.  The insect prefers the lower part of the tree and 
mainly occurs on the trunk.  Also look out for the black sooty mould which may grow on the 
large amounts of honeydew produced by the insects as they feed on the plant sap. 
Report any suspected sightings by emailing plantprotection@ecodev.vic.gov.au. 
 
More information from www.vic.gov.au/giantpinescale 
 
Giant pine scale on pine trunk. 
 

 
 
Membership news 
 
Congratulations to Judith Ryles on the awarding of an OAM in the Australia Day honours 
list.  Judy is our indispensible computer whiz and keeps the Elm Register up to date.  
While working hard for FOTE over many years, some as president, Judy also volunteers 
for many other organisations. 
 
It is with great sadness what we acknowledge the passing of two very supportive members 
of FOTE. 
 
Mary Murdoch was a founding member of the association and a past President.  Along 
with her deep involvement with FOTE, Mary gave generously of her time to many 
worthwhile causes, always with warmth and charm.   
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Over many years Marian Sargood enthusiastically took on regular duties answering the 
FOTE telephone and responding to queries from the public. 
We send our deep condolences to the Murdoch and Sargood families. 
 
FOTE at Burnley College   
 
Meetings of the committee of Friends of the Elms take place in the lovely surroundings of 
Burnley College, often in the meeting room overlooking the recently planted roof garden.   
 
We are also fortunate to have space and a small desk at Burnley.  Here we store 
documents and papers and, most importantly, it is also the location for the Elm Register.  
This is the accumulated listing of all elm trees in SE Australia.  The register will be 
essential to a quick response should Dutch Elm Disease arrive on our shores. 
 
It is pleasing that the wonderful Open Garden Scheme has recently been resurrected, and 
we look forward to sharing our office with their volunteers. 
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