
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Geologist with a yen 
for travel strikes gold   

Robert Smakman 
Course graduated from: BSc (Hons) majoring 
in geology 

Year of graduation: 1992 

Job: Managing Director of Crusader Resources 

Career: Managing Director Mawson West Ltd; 
geologist at Anvil Mining then RSG  

Reflection: “Science to me is the brainwiring for 
attacking work’s challenges – the great thing is 
its applicability to life.” 

 

“People are very negative 
about mining and what it 
does but it’s an essential 
part of life and benefits 

remote communities.”    

Gold explorer Rob Smakman’s career has taken some 

remarkable turns since he studied geology at Monash. 

After graduating with honours in 1992, Smakman 

worked and travelled with his wife Itta Somaia – also a 

geologist and Monash graduate – in areas from 

outback Australia to southern Africa to Eastern Europe. 

Along the way he has been part of several significant 

discoveries. 

Exciting opportunities in Brazil 

Smakman is managing director of Crusader 

Resources, an ASX-listed company he and several 

others set up in 2004. Crusader’s gold project, 

Borborema, is located in the Serido area of the 

Borborema province in north-eastern Brazil. 

The project, which is in the final phases of feasibility, 

has turned out to be bigger than its founders expected 

– with an estimated 2.4million ounces in resources, it is 

planned to be one of Brazil’s biggest gold mines. 

It is hoped the mine will prove to be a  “real success” 

for Crusader and for the people of Serido. “We’re going 

to be able to provide some real support for the local 

community with job creation and royalties, and 

contribute to a sense of pride in the region,” Smakman 

says. “The development is in a very poor part of the 

country,” he says. 

“People are very negative about mining and what it 

does but it’s an essential part of life and the benefits it 

brings to remote communities are amazing.” 

Smakman and Somaia are living with their two sons in 

Belo Horizonte, the capital and largest city in the 

south-eastern state of Minas Gerais. 

“Brazil’s an exciting place to live, full of life and 

energy,” he says. 

Discoveries around the world 

Smakman was also present at the discovery of gold 

deposits at the Southern Star mine in Western 

Australia.  

He was the first geologist on site for Anvil Mining at the 

Dikulushi mine in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

now being worked as one of the highest grade copper 

deposits in the world. He also managed the re-

commencement of exploration on the Certej 

poymetallic deposit in Romania for European 

Goldfields Ltd. 

“I think that what keeps driving most geologists is that 

sense of discovery – it doesn’t matter if it’s gold, iron or 

base metals,” he says.    

People a strong part of uni time 

Smakman was motivated to study science by the 

memory of his late brother Henk, who’d studied science 

at Monash but died when Robert was eight. 

The choice of geology evolved during his degree. He 

met Somaia at Monash on a second-year zoology camp.  

He says the other big benefit of his days on campus, 

apart from the “really rounded education in science”, has 

been the good friends he made, many of whom he’s still 

in contact with. 

 


