
 
 
 

 

 

Fiery start to career 
in environment  

Jessica Barnes  
Course: BSc major in Biology, and BA in 
Geography and Environmental Science 
Year of graduation: 2008 
Job: public sector in various environment and 
sustainability programs 
Career: graduate program DSE, DSE Landcare, 
UN internship in Rome 
Science: “Science keeps me inspired – I still 
get a fuzzy feeling in my stomach when I hear 
about new research in genetics or watch a good 
nature documentary.” 
 

“The fact that my work (as an 
intern) was valuable for the 
broader organisation made 
me feel pretty good!” 
 

Jessica Barnes started a career at a time that could 
hardly have been more dramatic – with the then 
Department of Sustainability and Environment two 
days after the 2009 Black Saturday fires broke out. 

Many of the managers in the department were out at 
the scene of the bushfires, calls were coming in from 
the public. “People were upset – they’d lost houses, 
they knew people who’d died in the fires,” says Barnes.  

Science graduate program ideal 

Barnes, who graduated in 2008 with a double degree 
in Science and Arts, began in the DSE in a science 
graduate program. She says the two-year program 
was “ideal” for her; a blend of office work where she 
could learn about policy making, governance and 
funding, and field placements. 

Her first field placement was in Bairnsdale, working 
with farmers to address soil erosion, followed by a fve-
month stint in Bendigo with the Victorian Landcare 
program, a “great experience,” she says. “It combined 
many different things I’d been interested in throughout 
my studies at Monash including aspects of 

environmental science and its interaction with the 
social side of community development – effectively an 
application of sustainability principles.” 

Barnes worked with Landcare, again with the DSE 
when her graduate program finished, assisting with the 
community grants program, and was seconded to 
higher duties developing policy and a strategic plan for 
Landcare for the future.   

“There’s more than one benefit with Landcare – it isn’t 
just for the environment or for productivity, it shows 
you can combine those two things and have multiple 
benefits – and it brings rural communities together,” 
she says. 

Internship in Rome  

Barnes left the public service to travel early last year 
and to take up an internship with the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in Rome for almost 
three months as part of further study she’s 
undertaking. 

 

Report packs a punch 

Working from an office overlooking the Roman Forum 
and the Colosseum, she prepared a report investigating 
how different departments within the FAO were working 
across sectors to ensure that biophysical, social and 
economic interactions within a landscape were being 
incorporated into programs.  

Barnes’ report noted the programs and their overlap – 
adding her own recommendations. Her supervisor at the 
FAO included some of her findings in a presentation at 
the Global Landscapes Forum in Warsaw in November 
2013 and is using them an initiative within the FAO. “The 
fact that my work was valuable for the broader 
organisation made me feel pretty good!” 

Barnes is now working in environment and sustainability 
programs with the Department of Environment and 
Primary Industries. 

 

 

 


