CAULFIELD CAMPUS OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Minutes of meeting 3/07 of the Caulfield Campus Occupational Health, Safety & Environment Committee held on Wednesday 12 September at 10.00 a.m. in the Clayfield Room.
MINUTES

	1.
	Attendance, Apologies, Absent
In attendance:  Associate Professor Felicity Allen, Helen Dunne, Mike Rowlands, Peter Fell, Ben Dulude, Priscilla Chow, Nel Halloran, Duncan Wingrave, Helen Edwards, Gloria Christofilos, Paul Curcio, Kristine Banks-Smith, Rhett Martin, Bridget James.
Apologies: Dan Wollmering, Debbie Connelly, Jill Walker
Absent: Coral Sheard. 
In attendance:  Christel Kent, Beau Zlatkovic, Anthony Hall, Hariclea Madanis

	

	2.
	Minutes of Meeting 2/07
The minutes of Meeting 2/07 held on 13 June, 2007were accepted as a correct copy.

	

	3.
	Matters arising from previous Minutes
3.1 Library Barriers

Installation of barriers now complete.

3.2 Chisholm Hall
David Nankervis advised that Facilities & Services had responded quickly to emergency calls.  
Mike Rowlands advised that plumbers had resealed the roof of Chisholm Hall and that the area would be relamped towards the end of the year.

The Chair requested this item be placed on the Agenda at the December meeting.

3.3 Caulfield Campus Environment Group
Attempts to contact the two students interested in establishing a Caulfield Campus Environment Group to speak to the OHSE Committee have been unsuccessful.

	

	4.
	Membership
The following changes are advised:

Mike Rowlands has now replaced Rod Thomas as a member of this Committee.  Rod Thomas has now left the University.  
The positions on the Committee currently vacant:

DWG 2 (Monyx Educational Services) – Management Representative and Health and Safety Representative

DWG 7 (Faculty of IT) - Management Representative
Consideration being given to adding the following Designated Work Groups:

DWG 10 – 871 Dandenong Road

DWG 11 – Monash College

DWG 12 – Monash Sport
DWG 13 – Advancement.


	

	5.
	Wellbeing @ Monash
Beau Zlatkovic gave a presentation to the Committee about the Wellbeing @ Monash initiative and demonstrated the website.  Wellbeing @ Monash is a personalised health and wellbeing portal designed specifically for Monash staff and is being introduced to help Monash staff improve their health and well-being both inside and outside the workplace.   

The Wellbeing @ Monash website would be officially launched by the Vice-Chancellor on the 21 September.

Matters of privacy and legal compliance have all been addressed.

At this stage the website and program is only offered to staff.  Consideration may be given to introducing the program to HDR students in the future.


	

	6.
	Pedestrian Crossing
The Chair spoke to the letter from the City of Glen Eira dated 2 August.  The Committee felt that the response did not provide a solution to the problem and felt that it was only a matter of time before a serious incident occurred.

The Chair to request that the Academic Director write a further letter to the City of Glen Eira requesting the Council to consider the possibility of:
· extend the existing fencing – vertically and horizontally

· enforce the jay-walking laws
· relocating the taxi rank.
This item to be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting. 

	

	7.
	Smoking on Campus
The Chair advised it was her understanding that all Monash University campuses would be smoke free in the next 18 months.

Peter Fell advised of an incident whereby a student suffered an asthma attack as a result of cigarette smoke going into a lecture theatre in B Building via the air-conditioning.  Investigations revealed that cigarette smoke entered the lecture theatre via the return air ducts in the tunnel of B Building.  

Peter Fell advised that the OHSE Committee has the ability to ban smoking in areas on the campus.

The Committee decided to move to banning cigarette smoking along the Dorey Mall.  The Chair requested that Facilities & Services attend to the following:

· remove the ashtrays from the Dorey Mall area between the Library and Buildings B and C

· remove the ashtrays outside the entrance to Building F (Level 2)

· ordering and installation of signage banning smoking on the Dorey area, particularly the area between the Library and Buildings B and C.

· ordering and installation of signage near the air-conditioning returns/air intake area located in the Tunnel of Building B.  Signage to provide an explanation as to why smoking is being banned from this particular area.
Even though signs and notices are visible that smoking is banned on the Level 2 walkway outside the entrances to Buildings K and N, it is still difficult to police.

Security staff to assist with the policing of these areas once signage has been installed.
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	8.
	Protocols for Emergency Evacuations
The Global Email from Peter Marshall (Vice-President) Administration dated 10 August in relation to Protocols for Emergency Evacuations was tabled.  Members of the Committee were requested to draw this email to the attention of all staff in their area emphasising the need to adhere to the emergency evacuation procedures.

	Committee

	9.
	Responsibilities of wardens and staff in an evacuation
This item to be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting. 

	

	10.
	OHS Consultant’s Report 
Peter Fell spoke to his report.  Highlighted items include:

· Items for comment:  Indoor Thermal Comfort levels

· Noting of Legislative Changes to Occupational Health

· Environmental Action Summary  - encouraging all staff to reduce energy consumption.  Students encouraged to go the monash.edu.au/green website to suggest methods of reducing energy consumption
· Hazard reports have increased significantly at the Caulfield Campus.  This has lead to a decrease in the submission of incident reports.


	Members

	11.
	Report from Central OHS Committee 
The Chair advised that she did not attend the last Central OHS Committee. 

	

	12.
	Other Business

12.1 OHSE – Health Wellbeing and Development
Peter Fell advised that OHSE is now under the directorate of Health, Wellbeing and Development.  

12.2 Emergency Procedure Booklets

Peter Fell advised that it is hoped that an updated Emergency Procedure Booklet, including a section on Mental Health First Aid would be available for distribution by December 2007.

12.3 Intercampus Bus

Priscilla Chow advised that the drivers of the intercampus bus may be putting people who are walking on the footpath outside MamaDuke at risk when the bus drivers do a three point turn.  It has been observed that at times, the bus mounts the footpath to complete the three-point turn.  Mike Rowlands to request Joe Verheijen to make contact with the bus company. 


	

	13.
	Next Meeting 
The next meeting is Wednesday 5 December at 10.00 a.m. in the Clayfield Room. 

	


Membership:
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Information:
	Mr. Paul Barton
	Mr. John Whale
	Ms. Saha Oujil


c:\academicdirector\ohse\meetings\mins307.doc
