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When conducting routine inspections of research facilities the IBC often find a variety of waste disposal procedures in use.  The following points should be noted when choosing the best method/receptacle for storage of biohazardous waste.  The information has been taken from the Australian Standards 3816 and 4031 available online through the Monash University library.

Plastic bags Plastic bags for the collection and storage of clinical and related
wastes, other than sharps, shall—
(a) have sufficient strength to safely contain the waste class it is designated to hold;
(b) conform to the colour coding and marking system specified in Table 1 and
AS 1319, as appropriate;
(c) be suitable for the purpose if used for moist heat sterilization;
(d) be filled to not more than two-thirds of their capacity;
(e) allow for secure final closure when the bag is filled to a maximum of two-thirds of
its capacity or 6 kg, whichever is the lesser; and
(f) not be secured with closure devices having sharp protuberances, e.g. staples.
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Rigid-walled containers

Sharps containers Sharps containers shall meet the following requirements 
(a) The container shall be provided either with at least one handle or a means of carrying it without holding its body. 
(b) The container shall have a mouth or opening for the introduction of sharp objects. The mouth should be such that the ability to remove any contents from the container is minimized. The mouth shall be capable of being capped with the closure device when full or ready for disposal.
(c) A closure device shall be provided and be permanently attached and integral with the container when in use.
(d) There shall be a capacity indicator embossed or marked on the outside wall of the container, to represent the maximum volume to which the container may be filled. The container shall be designed in a manner which will allow the level of its contents to be readily determined prior to capping.
(e) The contain shall be constructed to be impact resistance and shall not rupture, nor shall it split at its joining seams, nor shall there be any leakage of fluid through the walls or around the closure device.
(f) The container shall be resistant to penetration when used for the disposal of sharps.
(g) The container shall be constructed in a manner that will render it stable when pushed
or pulled and  shall not fall over.
(h) Except for containers intended for the collection of cytotoxic and radioactive wastes, the colour of the container shall be predominantly yellow.

Other rigid-walled containers Reusable rigid-walled containers, e.g. mobile garbage bins, should be resistant to leakage, impact rupture and corrosion. These containers should be inspected after each use to ascertain that they are clean, intact and without leaks. Any containers found to be defective shall be repaired before use or be taken out of service. Rigid-walled containers shall have interiors of smooth impervious construction to contain any spillage and to be able to be readily inspected, cleaned and sanitized. Rigid-walled containers shall be colour coded as specified in Table 1. Containers for chemical wastes shall be compatible with the chemical, and labelled to identify the contents and source.
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TABLE 1
IDENTIFICATION OF CONTAINERS
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