NHMRC Post Award Information
Here is all the information you will need to activate and manage your Award and funds. Don’t forget that the Medical and Health Sciences Team and the Ethics Team in the Monash Research Office are here to help you with any queries that are not covered in the information below,  so please do not hesitate to contact Lyn Johannessen on 9905 9859 or  email nhmrc@monash.edu.
What you need to know about expenditure of NHMRC Funds
Researchers need to be aware of the rules applying to expenditure, as stated in the Funding Agreement. Researchers can:

· Spend the research funds and any interest earned on the funds, only on the particular Research Activity.

· Spend research funds on direct costs associated with the research (see NHMRC’s list of direct research costs provided below).  

· Spend research funds in accordance with the Funding Agreement, the approved budget for the proposed research activity, the Funding Policy for the specific scheme, and any conditions applying to the research activity.  This means the agreed budget from the NHMRC can only be spent on research activities that directly address the study objectives related to the approved research plan outlined in your application.
Researchers need to ensure that an asset purchased with the funds for a research activity is under the control of the research team working on that research and that the research team has first priority use of the asset.  Researchers who are CIAs, or are Fellows or Scholars, should inspect the Administering Institution’s financial and other records on their research activity.

Please refer to clauses 7.1, 7.4, 7.6, 13.1, and 4.6 in the Funding Agreement.
(Excerpt from Researchers’ Main Responsibilities, Guidance documents for Administering Institutions, National Health and Medical Research Council (2011), viewed 9 Sept 2011 http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/file/grants/admin/nhmrc_admin_inst_researcher_responsibilities.pdf)

For further information about the Funding Agreement and all relevant documentation, please visit the NHMRC Funding Agreement webpage. http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/administering-grants/nhmrc-funding-agreement
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
What is the NHMRC’s Definition of Direct Research Costs (DRC)?
For NHMRC funding purposes, direct research costs are costs that are integral to achieving the approved research objectives of a grant where the recipient is selected on merit against a set of criteria.  Such costs must directly address the research objectives of the grant, relate to the approved research plan and requires the associated budget to have been properly justified.
Can we request funding for conference travel?

The NHMRC does not fund national and international conference travel other than for Early Career Fellowship and Scholarship holders.  Funding for travel (survey/field expenses) must be directly related to the research proposed and fully justified in the budget section of your application. 
My research proposal involves travel to various sites to collect data.  Will the NHMRC cover these travel costs?

Yes, the NHMRC will cover survey and/or field expenses.  Please ensure you fully justify these costs.  
With my research proposal there may be patent costs involved, do I cost this under DRC?

Unfortunately, this cannot be listed under DRC as the NHMRC will not cover any costs for patents.

Can we use funds for the purchase of personal computers?
The NHMRC will not fund the purchase of personal computers, related network peripherals and software needed for communication, writing and undertaking simple analyses.  Only specialised computing requirements that are essential to meeting project specific needs can be requested.

Can we use funds for publication costs?

Publication costs cannot be requested on an application, but may be listed as a legitimate cost against DRCs as part of the financial acquittal process.
My application requires the purchase of small pieces of equipment, for example 20 heart rate monitors and 30 blood pressure monitors.  Where do I list these, under Direct Research Costs or Equipment Costs?

These should be listed under DRC. Only those items individually costing over $10,000 and less than $80,000 essential to the grant should be listed under Equipment Cost.

How much can I request to purchase a piece of equipment?

The maximum amount you can request for equipment for the entire period of your grant is $80,000. Example 1: If your project runs for 3 years and on the first year, you request a single piece of equipment that cost $80,000.  You cannot request any more funds for equipment for years 2 and 3 of your project.

Example 2: If your project runs for 5 years and you require a piece of equipment each year that cost $25,000 (totalling $125,000 over 5 years) the NHMRC will only fund a maximum of $80,000 of your total equipment cost and the shortfall of $45,000 will need to be obtained elsewhere.
I would like to apply for a PhD stipend in my Project Grant application.  How do I go about doing this?

Stipends can be requested by adding the PhD candidate as a Technical Support Staff (TSS) in Part A – A-RT: Research Team and Commitment at a PSP level 1 at 50%.

I’m not sure what PSP level I should request for a Post-doc, where do I locate this information?

Definitions of PSP levels can be accessed via this NHMRC link:
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply-funding/project-grants/budget-mechanism-project-grant-funding-commencing-2012
My proposal requires casual employment of staff, where should I list these personnel?

Casual staff to be contracted at hourly rates should be included under DRC, not in Part A-A-RT: Research Team and Commitment.
A guide for the use of NHMRC Funds

	Direct Research Costs
	[image: image1.png]




	· Personnel costs only related to contract staff and limited external persons – must not include AI or CI or PSP supported elsewhere by the application. Must include detailed justification need and costing basis.
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	· Inclusion of materials required to conduct the approved research – laboratory

supplies, consumables, printed materials, microfilms, purchase costs of animals
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	· Survey or field expenses that have been fully justified in the application
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	· Medicare costs (out of pocket medical expenses)
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	· Reimbursement of reasonable costs associated with randomised control (RCT) trials

studies
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	· Reasonable medical diagnosis costs (MRI, PET, CT, ultrasound, genotyping,

biochemical analysis)
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	· Equipment costing less than $10,000 that is unique to the project and is essential for

the project to proceed
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	· Purchases of services directly required for the successful conduct of the project
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	· Costs of animal agistment and animals purchased that are a direct requirement of the research project
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	· Specialised computing requirements that are essential to meeting project specific needs.
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	· Publication costs cannot be requested on an application but may be listed as a legitimate cost against DRC as part of the financial acquittal process.
	[image: image12.png]




	Indirect Research Costs
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	· Indirect costs of research
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	· Networking costs
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	· Institutional overheads and administrative costs
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	· Personal membership of professional organisations and groups
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	· Non project related specific training and development costs
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	· Research infrastructure – facilities necessary to the research endeavour that a

responsible Institution would be expected to supply as a prerequisite to its engagement in research. 

This includes physical space and all the services associated with it

o furniture for research staff

o administrative services

o office services and laboratory services

o ethics approval costs

o staff training and development

o animal house facilities

o computer networks and basic network utilities

o personal computers, related network peripherals and software needed for

communicating, writing and undertaking simple analyses (Scholarship grant

holders, however, may purchase laptops – refer Direct Costs above)
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	· Travel to associated/relevant conferences (other than for Early Career Fellowship

and Scholarship holders)
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	· Overseas travel (unless it is directly related to the research recommended by the

GRP and prior formal approval has been obtained from NHMRC)
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	· Health insurance, travel insurance, foreign currency, airport and related travel

taxes, passports and visas
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	· Personal subscriptions (private journal subscriptions)
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	· Communications costs (mobiles, telephone calls)
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	· Patent costs
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	· Entertainment and hospitality costs
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	· Airline club memberships
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	· Purchase of reprints
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	· Car rental
	[image: image29.png]





[image: image30.png]


 Items that CAN be applied for under Direct Research Costs
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Items that CANNOT be applied for under Direct Research Costs
(List of DRC obtained from NHMRC Project Grants Funding Policy for funding commencing in 2012.  Note: Information may be subject to change in updated Funding Policies.  Applicants should refer to the appropriate year their application was submitted.)

Important Ethics Requirements

Researchers must conduct their research in line with the Funding Policy of the relevant Scheme and also with The Code, The National Statement, The Animal Code, NHMRC’s Dissemination Policy and all other applicable NHMRC guidelines. 
 It is each researcher’s responsibility to ensure that the appropriate ethics clearances are obtained prior to the commencement of the related portion of the research and remain current for the life of the project.  If there are any changes to the direction of the research project at any time during the term of funding, it is the researchers’ responsibility to notify the Monash Research Office.   Ethics approval must be obtained from a Monash University Committee.

For further information from the relevant Monash ethics office please visit the following links:
· Human Ethics: http://www.monash.edu.au/researchoffice/human/
· Animal Ethics: http://www.monash.edu.au/researchoffice/animal/
· OGTR: http://www.monash.edu.au/researchoffice/biosafety/what-is-gt.html
· Biosafety: http://www.monash.edu.au/researchoffice/biosafety/
Release of Funds!

It is important to note that the NHMRC will not release funds to Monash University until the Monash Research Office notifies them that the appropriate ethics requirements have been fulfilled.  Funding will not be released on the basis of a provisional approval.
Researchers have the protection of the University whilst approval procedures and protocols are observed.  Therefore, any changes following initial approval must also be approved by the appropriate Monash University Committee.

Any questions?
If you have any questions about clearances for your project, please contact the relevant Monash ethics office:
· Human Ethics: Ph: 9905 5490 or email muhrec@monash.edu

· Animal Ethics: Ph: 9905 5121 or email animal.ethics@monash.edu

· OGTR: Ph: 9905 24951 or email gene.technology@monash.edu

 Links to relevant Statements, Codes and Acts:

Human Ethics – National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2007
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/e72
Animal Ethics – Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea16
Gene Technology – Gene Technology Act 2000 and Gene Technology Regulations 2001

http://www.ogtr.gov.au/
Human Embryo Research – Research Involving Human Embryos Act

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications-0
Health Involving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples – Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Research (2003)

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/e52
Use of Carcinogenic or Highly Toxic Chemicals – National Code of Practice for the Preparation of Material Safety Data Sheets.

http://safeworkaustralia.gov.au/AboutSafeWorkAustralia/WhatWeDo/Publications/Pages/CP2003MaterialSafetyDataSheets2ndEdition.aspx
