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Monash University has a reputation not only for excellence in research  
and education, but also as one of the nation’s most innovative 
institutions.  

We aim to create an environment in which students, educators and 
researchers can come together to undertake work that makes a 
difference.

To do this we must continue to deliver facilities and a broader physical 
footprint that is world class.

This Masterplan sets out how the Caulfield campus will evolve 
sustainably over the next twenty years to ensure Monash is well 
placed to lead in the knowledge economy.

At Monash University we understand that our people are our most 
important asset and they must be supported in an environment that 
nurtures their ability and encourages ambition.

We have one of the largest campus footprints of any university in the 
world which affords us a unique opportunity to deliver education and 
conduct research in ways that most others cannot.  

However, we also must remain vigilant in planning responsibly for our 
future and to maintain our standard of excellence. 

In response to our vision for the Caulfield campus, this Masterplan 
delivers a comprehensive planning framework to guide the future 
development of the campus and to deliver an inspiring, sustainable,  
and world class university environment. 

THE VICE CHANCELLOR & PRESIDENT

PROF. EDWARD BYRNE

THE CHANCELLOR

DR ALAN FINKEL



Land to which the Masterplan applies

The Caulfield campus is 5.3 hectares in size 
and today consists of 14 buildings and over 
108,000 sqm GFA (Gross Floor Area) of 
building space area. 
The core campus comprises a single parcel 
of land bounded by road interfaces and 
extends south to include the area know as 
Building T, adjacent to the East Caulfield 
Reserve.
Within the current land holding there are 
two land parcels not owned by Monash 
University, which are of interest to the 
Masterplan:
 > 11 Princes Avenue, currently a private residence, 
with a long-term land acquisition agreement.
 > Remaining eastern Derby Road shops. Long-
term acquisition by Monash University should be 
considered but is not assumed by the Masterplan. 
Acquisition would require a review of the western 
end of the campus.

Immediately proximate to the core campus, 
adjoining landholdings are important to the 
development of the Masterplan. The Caulfield 
campus is constrained by a dense urban 
fabric, which gives the campus a unique 
potential for intensity not possible with larger 
campus typologies.This dense perimeter 
fabric is essential to the Caulfield campus 
and provides opportunity for growth through 
collaborative engagement and partnership 
with adjoining neighbours. 

Opportunities explored by the Masterplan 
include:
 > The East Caulfield Reserve, Crown Land reserved 
for public recreation, under the City of Glen Eira as 
the Committee of Management.   
 > VicTrack Access landholdings south of Sir John 
Monash Drive, both under VicTrack and Crown 
Land ownerships.
 > Caulfield Racetrack Reserve and Melbourne 
Racing Club Caulfield Village Proposal, south of the 
rail corridor. Future potential includes conference, 
lecture and examination facilities and student 
residential accommodation.
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Monash University Caulfield 
Core Campus

East Caulfield Reserve

Melbourne Racing Club

Building T

Retail Village

Caulfield Railway Station

VicTrack Access

11 Princes Avenue

Melbourne Racing Club
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The Caulfield campus will be recognised as a 
prestigious inner-city campus. The balance of 
urban intensity and high quality public realm will 
be further enriched by strong connections to 
the surrounding region. The mix of professional 
and creative courses will draw together a 
diverse campus community united by a shared 
commitment to education.

CAULFIELD CAMPUS VISION

Monash University is Australia’s largest 
university, educating close to 60,000 
students worldwide. The Caulfield Campus 
Masterplan has been designed to ensure 
that future campus development is aligned 
with the core values of the institution and 
the long-term vision for the campus. A focus 
on sustainability and a strong commitment 
to community engagement has driven this 
vision. The Masterplan is informed by a 
process of intensive consultation and the 
analysis of all aspects of the physical campus 
and campus life. The work draws on the 
history of the campus and its evolution from 
a technical college to a dynamic centre for 
business and the arts in the 21st century. 

The Campus Vision embodies the realisation 
of the full potential of the campus over a 20-
year period and provides facilities for a growth 
in population from the current 10,000 effective 
student load, to a capped 15,000 effective 
load by 2030.
Growth will be accommodated through the 
development and refurbishment of campus 
building stock, from a current gross floor area 
total of 90,000 square metres, to a developed 
campus of some 168,000 square metres.
The Masterplan also demonstrates 
the potential inclusion of residential 
accommodation on and adjacent to campus, 
with capacity to support 800 student beds.
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Campus walks will be designed as 
green axes to assist with legibility 
of movement and wayfinding.

From fragmented 
campus elements, to 
developing a holistic 
campus vision.

From a poor quality 
public realm, to 
developing a 
memorable and 
distinctive campus.



9CAULFIELD CAMPUS MASTERPLAN | 2011   –2030 | EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Aerial view from Building T looking towards the Campus Green
Illustration: Geoff Falk
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A series of high quality urban 
spaces, within the built-form 

perimeter, will provide memorable 
‘places’ for recreation and interaction.

Illustration: Geoff Falk

From isolated faculty 
silos, to building an 
integrated campus 
life.

From disparate 
building elements, to 
facilitating teaching 
and research 
excellence
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View from Entry Plaza looking to the Campus Green and Caulfield Library beyond
Illustration: Geoff Falk
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The campus will include a central 
library and a multi-faculty learning 
hub, as well as more informal 
spaces for serendipitous, 
collaborative opportunities.

Illustration: Geoff Falk

From an 
academic island, 
to strengthening 
partnerships to 
enhance the quality  
of the neighbourhood.

From aging inefficient 
infrastructure, to 
building a sustainable 
transit-oriented 
campus.
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Night view of the Western Plaza, looking north to the Faculty of Law building
Illustration: Geoff Falk
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Night view of the Faculty of Law building from Dandenong Road
Illustration: Geoff Falk
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MASTERPLAN DEVELOPMENT STAGES: 
  
CONSOLIDATION AND REJUVENATION 
0-8 YEARS
EXPENDITURE: $232,800,000

CAMPUS EXPANSION 
9-14 YEARS
EXPENDITURE: $270,800,000

CAMPUS COMPLETION 
15-20 YEARS
EXPENDITURE: $67,450,000
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The complexity of the masterplanning 
task led to the formulation of Campus 
Development Themes, which link key 
issues, established during the analysis 
phase, with a set of masterplanning 
solutions.
From the establishment of the four 
Themes, 16 Campus Strategies form 
the overall structure of the Masterplan 
and guide future campus development, 
thereby creating an enduring armature for 
the growth of the Caulfield campus.
Sustainability in all aspects of campus 
development is paramount and 
highlighted throughout the Campus 
Development Framework and Design 
Development Controls within the 
chapters of documentation.

THEME:

ACCESS AND WAYFINDING
STRATEGIES:

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE STRATEGY

LANDSCAPE LINKS AND AXES STRATEGY

VEHICULAR ACCESS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT STRATEGY

SOUTHERN INTERFACE STRATEGY

THEME:

URBAN VILLAGE
STRATEGIES:

CAMPUS PRECINCTS STRATEGY

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH HUBS STRATEGY

ACTIVATED CAMPUS STRATEGY

PARTNERSHIPS AND COMMUNITY STRATEGY

The Caulfield campus will be characterised by a cohesive and 
accessible pedestrian and bicycle network throughout the 
campus. Strong connections to sustainable transport options, 
identifiable gateways and a permeable southern interface will 
ensure easy campus access. Campus walks will be designed as 
green axes to assist with legibility of movement and wayfinding.

The University will leverage both the campus’s proximity to a 
major public transport node, and transit-oriented development 
strategies, to ensure that sustainable transport options are 
available for staff, students, visitors and the community. Vehicle 
access and car parking on campus will be consolidated and 
controlled.

The campus will be transform as a high intensity, inner-city 
campus that is celebrated for its welcoming, urban village 
atmosphere. The balance of urban intensity and high quality 
public realm will be further enriched by strong connections to 
surrounding areas and the Melbourne CBD.

Future development will acknowledge the diversity of the 
campus community and the extended hours of campus 
operation. Development will ensure that all campus activities 
are undertaken within a safe environment.

Monash University will seek and sustain mutually beneficial 
relationships between users of the campus and the surrounding 
community, both city-wide and at Caulfield. Opportunities will 
be created to strengthen connections and build sustainable 
partnerships.

Campus 
Development 
Themes 

Campus 
Strategies

4
16
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THEME:

PUBLIC REALM
STRATEGIES:

PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

CAMPUS GREENING STRATEGY

ENVIRONMENTAL AMENITY STRATEGY

THEME:

BUILDINGS AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE
STRATEGIES:

BUILT FORM STRATEGY

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY

SERVICES STRATEGY

WATER CONSERVATION STRATEGY

The Caulfield campus will be an urban environment 
characterised by high density development to the campus 
perimeter. A series of high quality urban spaces, within the 
built-form perimeter, will provide a sequential experience of 
memorable ‘places’ for recreation and interaction.

Development will ensure a consistent campus experience while 
also allowing distinct precincts and focal points that showcase 
the unique attributes of the campus. Building typologies will be 
ordered to project an iconic Monash vision and branding to an 
holistic campus. Each ‘space’ will be a unique ‘place’.

The campus will provide places and spaces for gathering and 
collaboration through the provision of iconic and contemporary 
shared-learning environments. Spaces will include the provision 
of an exemplary central library and multi-faculty learning hub, 
as well as more informal spaces for serendipitous, collaborative 
opportunity.

The development of landscaped areas within the campus will 
provide an environmentally sensitive counterpoint to the urban 
perimeter. Amenity in the public realm will be enhanced through 
the pro-active mediation of environmental issues.

Leading edge infrastructure initiatives that are designed to 
significantly reduce resource consumption will be implemented 
over time. A focus on energy and water will assist with realising 
the University’s vision of sustainability and commitment to 
reduced carbon emissions.

Campus infrastructure will be progressively consolidated to 
allow greater operational efficiencies, reticulation of renewable 
and recycled services and to enable achievement of maximum 
development potential.
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The Caulfield Campus Masterplan is made up of four separate documents: 

 > Caulfield Campus Masterplan | 2011–2030 | Executive Summary (July 2011) 
An advocacy document providing an overview of the main vision and directions of the Masterplan. This 
document is designed for Senior Management, Partners, External Stakeholders and the community.

 > Caulfield Campus Masterplan | 2011–2030 | Part 1 (July 2011) 
The primary working document, detailing all elements of the Masterplan and referencing associated 
documentation. This document is a working Masterplan for Strategic Planning and Development and Facilities 
Management.

 > Caulfield Campus Masterplan | 2011–2030 | Part 2 Technical Reports (July 2011) 
This document contains the full documentation of the masterplanning process, including background 
information, statistics, projections and assumptions, as well as full consultant reports. This document is a 
detailed reference to be read in conjunction with Part 1 and offers additional detail to Monash staff involved in 
the delivery of campus projects.

 > Caulfield and Clayton Masterplan | Consultation Report | June 2010 
This document details the process and outcomes of consultation which inform the Masterplan designs for 
both the Caulfield and Clayton campuses. The Consultation Report is the briefing document on which the 
Masterplans are founded and should be reviewed in association with other documents.

1
2
3
4

Capital Development Programme Budget and Implementation Schedule:

 > The Capital Development Programme, outlined within Part 1 of the Masterplan, is governed by the University 
Council through its Resources and Finance and Estates Committee(s). The programme is developed 
and managed by the Vice-Chancellor and the Senior Management Team. This group is responsible for 
implementation and developing Capital Budget proposals for the sequence of development projects 
necessary to realise the Masterplan Vision. 1

MASTERPLAN DOCUMENTS

SET OF LANDSCAPE CONTROLS 

CAPITAL BUDGET

 4 
 1  
 1  

The Caulfield Campus Masterplan is supported by a set of Landscape Controls, which has been prepared by 
Aspect Studios: 

 > Monash University Design and Development Controls - Landscape (June 2011) 
A working document that sets out the landscape vision for the Caulfield and Clayton campuses, as well as 
design principles and palettes for specific landscape elements.1
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The principal Masterplan document, Caulfield Campus Masterplan | 2011–2030 | Part 1, is divided 
into seven chapters that address all aspects of Masterplan development.

Establishes the process of 
commissioning and developing 
the Masterplan and details the 
underpinning structure of the 
Masterplan documentation.

Outlines the governance process 
involved in managing both campus 
development and the Masterplan.

Details the history of Monash 
University and the Clayton campus as 
well as the physical attributes of the 
campus.

Draws on the vision and directions 
of the University to establish a 
Masterplan Vision and Campus 
Development Themes, which 
encapsulate the core elements of the 
Masterplan.

Expands on each Campus 
Development Theme to establish 
Campus Strategies, which outline the 
key projects required to realise the 
Campus Masterplan Vision.

Establishes specific controls governing 
the physical form of development 
on campus, including interfaces, 
setbacks, alignment and height.

Sets out the implementation strategy 
for the Masterplan and details key 
deliverables for each phase of campus 
development to ensure the campus is 
aligned to meet core requirements.

 Governance

Campus 
Development 
Framework

 Introduction

 Vision

Design 
Development 
Controls

Capital 
Development 
Programme

 Context

6.0

7.0

5.0

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0

Campus Strategies
Guiding Principles

Sustainability Outcomes
Standards and Requirements

Design Development Controls                                
Built Environment

Campus Development 
Themes

Implementation Staging
Area Schedules

Implementation Strategy Capital Budget         
Separate Documentation

Design Development 
Controls                        

Landscape and Palettes              
Separate Documentation

detailed

detailed 

detailed Precinct Controls

Caulfield Campus Masterplan | 2011–2030 | Part 1 
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