
 
 

 

Lesson sequence: Volume 
This sequence is suitable for students from Years 1 and 2. 

This is a summary of the suggestions in this sequence. 

• Suggestion 1: The language of prisms 

Describing rectangular prisms 

• Suggestion 2: Creating prisms 

Creating rectangular prisms given the number of cubes 

• Suggestion 3: The size of prisms 

Interpreting and describing the size of rectangular prisms 

• Suggestion 4: Prisms which are not rectangular 

Working out how many cubes are needed to build prisms 

• Suggestion 5: Imagining the prisms 

Imagining how many cubes are needed to build prisms 

This sequence addresses the following descriptors from the Australian Curriculum: 
Mathematics. 

THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: MATHEMATICS 

Year 1 Measure and compare the lengths and capacities of pairs of 
objects using uniform informal units (ACMMG019) 

Year 2 Compare and order several shapes and objects based on length, 
area, volume and capacity using appropriate uniform informal units 
(ACMMG037)  

Language Prism, cubes, rectangular, length, width, height, depth, long, wide, 
deep, high. 

 

Next, we provide a copy of the first two suggestions in this sequence …  

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACMMG019
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACMMG037


 
 

 

Suggestion 1: The language of prisms 

 

Learning Intention 
Interpreting and describing rectangular prisms 

Pedagogical focus 
Creating and interpreting descriptions of regular objects based on how long, how 
wide, and how deep. 

Imagining what cannot be seen directly. 

Depending on the level and prior experience, some students might need to use 
cubes for these. 

Additional task 
Use cubes to build and draw a rectangular prism with a base of length 2 cubes and 
width of 3 cubes that is 1 layer high. 

 

  

BUILDING A PRISM FROM A DESCRIPTION 
Use cubes to build and draw a rectangular prism with a base of 

length 2 cubes and width of 2 cubes that is 3 layers of cubes high. 



 
 

 

Suggestion 2: Creating prisms 

 

Learning intention 
Creating rectangular prisms given the number of cubes. 

Pedagogical focus 
Some students will use cubes, others might be able to draw or describe. 

Because the tasks have more than 1 possible answer, students can make decisions 
and explain their choices. 

There are different possibilities with the same number of cubes. 

Enabling prompts 
Build a rectangular prism from 6 cubes. 

Extending prompt 
Convince me you have found all the solutions. 

Further task 
24 cubes 

A rectangular prism is made from 24 cubes. 
What might the prism look like? 
Give some different answers. 

12 CUBES 
A rectangular prism is made from 12 cubes. 

What might the prism look like? 

Give some different answers. 


