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THE AUSTRALIAN CENSUS 

 
The census provides the most detailed demographic data on religious groups in 

Australia, but the data are not comprehensive because the key identifier, stated 

religion, is an optional census question and is not completed by a large number of 

people.  

In 2006, of a total Victorian population of 4,932,421 some 1,557,725 persons (31.58%) 

did not state an identifiable religion. This Victorian non-response rate to the census 

religion question has been further adjusted for Yiddish and Hebrew speakers who 

did not identify themselves as of the Jewish religion and is used to provide the 

adjustment factor (30.7%) for estimating the Jewish population. In the absence of 

comprehensive data enabling identification of the total Jewish population, this 

method of calculating the under-enumeration is the most reliable that is available. 

(Further detail on the adjustment factor is provided in Appendix 1.)    

 

 

THE JEWISH POPULATION 
 

The Jewish population in Victoria has experienced strong growth over the past 

decade.  Based on figures derived from the 2006 ABS census, an estimated 60,080 

Jewish persons live in Victoria. 

Victoria’s Jewish population represents 1.2% of the Victorian population. The 

increase of 20.5% since 1996, comprising an estimated 10,230 persons, has been at a 

higher rate than that of the Victorian population, which increased by 14.1% during 

the same period. 

The increase in the Jewish population between 2001 and 2006 (an estimated 4,630 

persons, 8.3%) was slightly lower than the increase between 1996 and 2001 (an 

estimated 5,600 persons, 11.2%)  

The Jewish population of Victoria represents 46.3% of the total Australian Jewish 

population, with 41.3% in New South Wales. The New South Wales Jewish 

population is growing at a marginally faster rate than Victoria’s.  

 

An overview of the key demographic features of the Jewish population of Victoria is 

presented on the next page. 
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GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION 

One feature of the Jewish population of Victoria is its geographic concentration. 

There are 79 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in Victoria; almost 75% of Victorian 

Jews live in three neighbouring LGAs: 53.6% in Glen Eira, 11% in Stonnington and 

9.5% in Port Phillip.  

 

Figure 1:  Melbourne Local Government Areas 

 

Jewish persons are more concentrated in the Glen Eira LGA than they were a decade 

ago – the Jewish population of Glen Eira (estimated to be 32,179) has increased by 

36.8% or an estimated 8,658 persons since 1996.  While Glen Eira had the largest 

increase in its Jewish population over the last decade, in the last five years the fastest 

proportionate growth has been to the south and south-west of Glen Eira, in Bayside 

(19.6%, an increase from an estimated 3,341 to 3,994 persons) and Kingston (36.6%, 

an increase from an estimated 979 to 1,338 persons).   

A more precise indication of population concentration is provided by the lower level 

aggregation of suburb; 37.2% of the estimated Jewish population (22,339 of 60,080) is 

located within the four suburbs of Caulfield, Caulfield North, Caulfield South and St 

Kilda East. In these four suburbs the estimated Jewish population comprises 53.0% 

of the total population. 

Source: Department of 

Sustainability and Environment. 
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There has been a slow growth on the outskirts of Melbourne. The Jewish population 

in the remainder of greater Melbourne has increased from an estimated 2,659 

persons to 3,233, comprising 5.4% of the Victorian Jewish population in 2006.  

There has been a notable decline in the north-eastern LGA of Manningham (which 

includes the suburb of Doncaster) from an estimated 2,537 persons in 1996 to 922 in 

2006, a decline of 63.7%. In 2006, 1.5% of the Jewish population lived in Manningham, 

down from 5.1% in 1996.  

 

REGIONAL MOBILITY  

At the 2006 census, 61.8% of the Jewish population in Victoria lived at the same 

address as in 2001, 27.5% lived elsewhere in Victoria, 1.9% lived elsewhere in 

Australia and 6% lived overseas. 2.9% did not indicate place of residence.  

Compared with the total Victorian population, it is indicated that a higher 

proportion of the Jewish population lived at the same address in 2006 as in 2001; the 

proportion who lived overseas in 2001 also seems to be marginally higher, although 

the higher non-response rate for the total Victorian population limits the reliability 

of such comparison.  
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AGE DISTRIBUTION 

Compared with the total Victorian population, the Jewish population has a higher 

proportion in the older age groups.  47% are aged 45 and above, compared with 38% 

in Victoria; 23% are aged 25-44, compared with 29% in Victoria. The median age of 

the Jewish population is 41, compared with a median age of 37 for the Victorian 

population.   

Taking ten-year age intervals, the highest proportion of the Victorian Jewish 

population is aged 50-59. This age group comprises people born in the post-war 

years 1947-56.  

A significant demographic shift has been produced in the Jewish population by the 

ageing of the post-war cohort: in 2001, 14.5% of the Jewish population was aged 50-

59, in 2006, 16.2%. It is estimated that the population aged 50-59 has increased in five 

years from 8,089 to 9,722. 

Given the current population profile, there will be a significant increase in the 

population aged 70 and above over the next ten to fifteen years. 

 

 

Figure 2: Estimated Jewish population by age, 1996-2006 
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Persons aged 65 and over made up 19.2% of the population in 2006 compared to 18.8% 

in 1996; this represents an increase from an estimated 9,397 to 11,543 persons. 

Of the total population, the proportion under the age of 20 has decreased since 2001, 

from 24.3% to 23.5%, although in the context of a growing population there has been 

a numerical increase from an estimated 13,500 to 14,114 persons. Examination by 

ten-year age intervals shows that there has been an increase of those aged 9 and 

under, from 10.7% to 11.7% (from an estimated 5,954 to 7,054) and a decrease in the 

age group 10-19 from 13.6% to 11.8%.  

The dependent proportion of the Jewish population, defined as those below the age 

of 15 and above the age of 64, is 36.5%, down from 37.4% in 2001. This is higher than 

the dependent proportion of the total Victorian population which was 33% in 2006.  

 

Figure 3:  Jewish and total Victorian population by age, 2006 (percentage) 
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SEX DISTRIBUTION 

Females comprise 51.7% of the Jewish population, males 48.3%; there are an 

estimated 31,117 females and 28,932 males, a difference of 2,185. Over the last twenty 

years there has been little change in the relative proportions, which are in keeping 

with the Victorian pattern, but the differential is more marked in the Jewish 

population; 50.9% of the Victorian population is female. 

Of the five-year age groups between the ages of 0 and 85, females outnumber males 

in all but four groups, 0-14 and 60-64. The over-representation of females is greatest 

amongst those aged 65 and above, with 57.7% female and 42.3% male.  Further 

breakdown indicates that in the age group 65-74, 53.8% are female; in the age group 

75-84, 59.6% are female; and over 85, 61.1% are female.   

 

 

Figure 4: Jewish population, sex distribution, 1976-2006 
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Figure 5: Jewish population, five-year age intervals by gender, 2006 (percentage) 

 
 
Figure 6:  Total Victorian population, five-year age intervals by gender, 2006 (percentage) 
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BIRTHPLACE 

 
The Victorian Jewish population, when compared with the total population of 

Victoria, is disproportionately of immigrant background.  

The profile of the Jewish population in 2006 reflects peaks of immigrant intake in the 

period 1946-55 (4,104 persons) and since 1976, with the highest proportion of arrivals 

between 1986-1995 (7,267 persons).  

In 1954, 64% of the Jewish population was born overseas, 36% born in Australia. 

Although the immigrant flow has continued, the Australia-born population has 

grown at the faster rate. Since 1986, the majority of the Victorian Jewish 

population has been Australia-born.   

 

Figure 7:  Jewish population by birthplace, 1954-2006 (percentage) 
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Figure 8: Overseas-born in the 2006 Jewish population, by year of arrival (percentage) 
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least one parent born overseas. 63.2% (an estimated 37,990 persons) have both 

parents born overseas. This compares with 43.7% of the total Victorian population 

with at least one parent born overseas, and 33.2% with both parents born overseas. 

Figure 9: Jewish and total Victorian population, birthplace of parents, 2006 (percentage) 

 

Since 2001, the proportion of Jewish persons whose parents were both born in 

Australia has increased from 16.8% to 17.9%. 

4.1%

15.6%

10.0%

6.6%

14.8%

27.6%

21.3%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Before 1946 1946-1955 1956-1965 1966-1975 1975-1985 1986-1995 1996-2005

17.9%

49.1%

63.2%

33.2%

16.1% 10.5%

2.7%
7.2%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Jewish Community All Victoria

Birthplace of at least one parent 

not stated

One parent born overseas

Both born overseas

Both parents born in Australia



The Jewish Population of Victoria: Findings from the 2006 Census          12 

 

SETTLEMENT PATTERNS OF THE OVERSEAS-BORN JEWISH 

POPULATION IN AUSTRALIAN 

 
The majority of eastern European migrants have settled in Victoria. Of the overseas-

born in the 2006 Australian Jewish population, 73% of the Poland-born, 67% of the 

former USSR-born, and 62% of the Ukraine-born live in Victoria. 

 

Of the Israel-born, the largest number live in Victoria, but this population is more 

dispersed: 48% live in Victoria, 37% in New South Wales, 6.6% in Western Australia 

and 6.1% in Queensland.  

 

Those born in the United Kingdom are also relatively dispersed, with the largest 

proportion (40%) in New South Wales, 33% in Victoria, 12% in Western Australia 

and 9% in Queensland.  

 

The most significant recent immigration wave comprises South Africa-born. Of this 

population group, the largest proportion, 59%, live in New South Wales, 26% in 

Victoria and 12% in Western Australia.  

 

 

OVERSEAS-BORN IN THE VICTORIAN JEWISH POPULATION 

Of the total Victorian Jewish population, an estimated 10.5% were born in the 

former USSR including the Ukraine, 7.6% in South Africa, 6.5% in Israel, 5.4% in 

Poland and 3.5% in the United Kingdom. 

Between the 2001 and 2006 census there was continuing decline of the older 

immigrant cohorts. The estimated population figures indicate that those born in 

Poland declined from 4,078 to 3,079 persons (by 24%), the remainder of South and 

East Europe countries from 1,753 to 1,072 persons (by 39%), Germany from 1,159 to 

1,000 persons (by 14 %), Austria from 426 to 325 persons (by 24%), and Hungary 

from 756 to 678 persons (by 10%).  

 



RECENT IMMIGRATION
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RELATIONSHIP OF BIRTHPLACE AND AGE 

Of the overseas-born in the Victorian Jewish population, those of non English- 

speaking background outnumber those of English-speaking background by a ratio of 

2:1. 

In the age group 0-44, the ratio of overseas-born from a non English-speaking 

background to those from an English-speaking background is close to parity at 53:47 

(an estimated 4,760 to 4,202 persons). For the older age groups, the ratio shifts 

markedly towards the non English-speaking. Thus in the age group 45-64, it is 

almost 2:1 (5,716: 2,937); of those aged 65 and above, almost 5:1 (7,215: 1,411).  

The estimated total Jewish population aged 65 and above comprises 2,005 persons 

born in Australia, 1,411 persons born overseas in English-speaking countries and 

7,215 in non English-speaking countries. Thus, 67.9% of the total Victorian Jewish 

population aged 65 and above whose place of birth is known are from non 

English-speaking countries.  

Figure 11: Estimated Jewish population, country of birth of persons aged 65 and above, 2006 
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LANGUAGES 

One in three persons (33%) in the Jewish population of Victoria speaks a language 

other than English in the home: this compares with 26% of the total Victorian 

population.  

The three most common languages other than English spoken by members of the 

Jewish population in Victoria are: 

• East Slavic (including Russian, Belarussian, and Ukranian): spoken by an 

estimated 7,642 persons (12.7% of the Jewish population) 

• Hebrew: spoken by an estimated 5,561 persons (9.3%), and  

• Yiddish: spoken by an estimated 2,277 persons (3.8%) 

The proportion of people who speak an East Slavic language in the home has 

increased since 1996 by an estimated 2,135 persons (from 11.0% to 12.7% of the 

Jewish population); those who speak Hebrew have increased by 2,154 persons 

(from 6.8% to 9.3%). 

Figure 12: Jewish population, languages other than English spoken in the home, 1996-2006 
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There is a significant proportion of the older generation who speak an East Slavic 

language, but there are relatively fewer who speak Hebrew. 

Amongst those aged 75 and above, over one-third speak eastern European 

languages in the home. Of those aged 75-84, 10.1% speak Yiddish, 6.7% Polish and 

19.2% an East Slavic language, a total of 36%; of those aged 85 and above, 14.1% 

speak Yiddish, 12.3% Polish and 9.5% an East Slavic language, a total of 35.9%. 

The geographic spread of language use reflects the ethnic variation in regions of 

residence. The highest proportion of those who speak English in the home are found 

in the older established suburbs – the LGAs of Stonnington, Boroondara and 

Manningham. Reflecting the location of aged care provision, Port Phillip has a 

relatively high proportion of Yiddish and East Slavic speakers, while the more 

recently arrived East Slavic speakers are relatively strongly represented in Kingston 

and Monash. Around 10% of the Jewish populations of Glen Eira, Kingston, Monash 

and Manningham speak Hebrew in the home. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

Some 95% of the Jewish population indicated that they speak English only, or speak 

English very well or well. Some 4.7% (an estimated 2,806 persons) indicated that 

they spoke English not well or not at all, down from 5.5% in 1996. 

The largest number indicating that they speak English not well or not at all speak an 

East Slavic language in the home – an estimated 1,484 persons. Others who speak 

English not well or not at all include those who speak Hebrew (139 persons) and 

Yiddish (122 persons) in the home.  

The highest proportion of Jewish persons who do not speak English well or not at 

all are aged 65 and above: 16.6% of those aged 65-74, 18.7% aged 75-84, and 11.7% 

aged 85 and above.  

Amongst recent immigrants, the proportion who indicated that they speak English 

not well or not at all has decreased: 10% who arrived between 1996-2001 and 5.1% 

between 2001-2006 (despite the finding that 37.1% of immigrants who arrived in the 

last five years speak a language other than English in the home).  

There is no significant difference indicated in language proficiency between men and 

women. 
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MARITAL STATUS 

 

There are an estimated 28,486 married1 persons in the Victorian Jewish population, 

comprising 57.3% of persons aged over 15. Of the remainder, 6.8% are divorced, 2% 

separated, 8.5% widowed, and 25.3% have never married. 

 

Within the marital status categories, the largest change has been in the proportion 

of divorced persons – up from 5.5% in 1996 to 6.4% in 2001 and 6.8% in 2006.  

 

The proportion of widowed persons has declined from 9.5% in 1996 to 8.5% in 2006. 

The proportion of married persons declined from 58% in 1996 to 56.6% in 2001, and 

increased to 57.3% in 2006.  

 
Figure 13: Jewish population, registered marital status, 2006 (percentage) 

 

 
 

 

Compared with the total Victorian population, the Jewish population has a higher 

percentage of married persons, 57.3% compared to 50%. The next largest category at 

25.3%, never married, is significantly lower than the Victorian total, 33.4%. The 

proportion who are divorced is close to the Victorian average – 6.8% in the Jewish 

community, 7.5% in Victoria. The proportion widowed, 8.5%, is relatively high, 

reflecting the higher proportion of elderly persons in the Jewish population. 

 

                                                 
1 Marriage is defined in the census to include a registered marriage and a de facto marriage. 
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Figure 14: Jewish and total Victorian population, registered marital status, 2006 (percentage) 

 

 
 

92.2% of married Jewish persons are in a registered marriage, 7.8% in a de facto 

relationship; this compares with 86.6% and 13.4% for the Victorian population. 

 

When proportions are considered by gender, Jewish men are more likely than 

women to be either married or never married, whereas a greater proportion of 

women are divorced or widowed. 61% of men and 54.1% of women are married, 5.9% 

of men and 7.6% of women are divorced.  

 

The greatest discrepancy is in the widowed category, comprising 3.2% of men and 

13.3% of women.  

 

The highest proportion of single persons are, as to be expected, in the age group 15-

34; 46% aged 25-34 have been never married. In the age group 35-64, some three out 

of four (around 76%) are married. The highest proportion of those who are divorced 

are in the age group 45-64 (11.4% of those aged 45-54 and 13.4% of those aged 55-64).  

Within the age group 65-84, 63.5% are married and 25.8% widowed; this changes 

substantially for those aged over 85 where 31.7% are married and 62.7% are 

widowed.  
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MARRIAGE PARTNERS
 

In 2006, there were an estimated 17,043 married couples where at least one partner 

was Jewish. In 30.3% of these 

religion of the partner was not stated.

registered marriage and a de facto marriage

partners was stated to be Christian (14% of marriages), followed by those stating no 

religion (8.6%).  

 

The total number of Jewish person with a non

between 2001 and 2006 from an estimated 3,923 to 5,157 persons.

margin, men were more likely to have a non
 

Figure 15: Jewish population, married couples,

 

As noted, of Jewish marriages, 

two out of three (67.3%) de facto marriages, one partner was not Jewish, compared to 

26.5% of registered marriages. 
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 A de facto marriage exists when the relationship between two people (of the same or opposite sex, who live together in the 
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registered marriage and a de facto marriage2. The highest number of non

partners was stated to be Christian (14% of marriages), followed by those stating no 

The total number of Jewish person with a non-Jewish marriage pa

between 2001 and 2006 from an estimated 3,923 to 5,157 persons.   By a small 

margin, men were more likely to have a non-Jewish partner than women. 

married couples, religion of partner, 2006 (percentage)

f Jewish marriages, 92.2% were registered and 7.8% de facto. 

de facto marriages, one partner was not Jewish, compared to 

26.5% of registered marriages.  
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Marriage to a non-Jewish partner was more frequent in the younger age groups. 

Of men aged 25-34, 27.8% had partners who were not Jewish, of women in this age 

group 25.8% had partners who were not Jewish – thus in this age group, in almost 

40% of marriages one of the partners was not Jewish. The proportion of non-Jewish 

partners was under 20% for those aged 45-54, around 15% for those aged 55-64, and 

averaged fewer than 10% for those aged above 65. 

 

Those whose place of birth was South Africa or Zimbabwe had the lowest 

proportion of non-Jewish partners at around 9%. Between 11% and 12% from 

Eastern Europe had non-Jewish partners, while those born in the main English-

speaking countries (Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, United States, 

Canada)  and Israel, the proportion was in the 20-25% range. 

 

There has been a continuing decline in the proportion of marriages where both 

partners are Jewish. In 1971, 85.5% of marriage partners were Jewish; in 1991, 79.8%; 

in 2001, 73.6%, and in 2006, 69.7%. 

 
Figure 16: Jewish population, religion of marriage partner, both partners Jewish, 1961-2006 

(percentage)  
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HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY COMPOSITION 

The Jewish population of Victoria comprises an estimated 25,864 households3 

including 19,056 families4. 

Of the total households, 65.5% comprise couple families (36.2% who live with 

children and 29.3% without children). 6% of Victorian Jewish households comprise 

one-parent families, of which, close to one in three (1.8% of households) have 

children under the age of 15. Close to one quarter (24%) live in lone person 

households.  

Figure 17: Jewish population, household type, 2001 – 2006 (percentage) 

 

Between 2001 and 2006 the major change in Jewish households was the increase in 

couple families without children: from 27.5% to 29.3% of Jewish households, or 

from an estimated 6,573 to 7,570 households.  

Couple families and lone person households increased marginally, while one-parent 

families declined from an estimated 1,612 to 1,541 households. 

Of the total Jewish families in Victoria, 41.2% have no children, 22.3% have one child, 

23.4% have two children and 13.2% have three or more children. Of single parents, 

61% have one child. 

                                                 
3
 Defined as individuals or a group of related or unrelated people usually resident in the same private dwelling at least one of 

whom is Jewish. 

 
4 Defined as two or more persons, one of whom is at least 15 years of age, who are related by blood, marriage (registered or de 

facto), adoption, step or fostering, and who are usually resident in the same household and at least one of whom is Jewish. 

Some households may contain more than one family. 
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Figure 18: Jewish population, number of 

 

The major difference between the distribution of household types in the Jewish 

community and the Victorian population relates to the proportion of single parent 

families. Of total Victorian households, almost 11% comprise single parent families, 

whereas in the Jewish community this proportion is almost half, at 6%. 

There is a marginally lower proportion of lone person Jewish households, and 

higher proportions of households comprising couple families with children and 

couple families without children. 

 

Figure 19: Jewish and total Victorian population, 
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The major difference between the distribution of household types in the Jewish 

community and the Victorian population relates to the proportion of single parent 

families. Of total Victorian households, almost 11% comprise single parent families, 

the Jewish community this proportion is almost half, at 6%. 

There is a marginally lower proportion of lone person Jewish households, and 

higher proportions of households comprising couple families with children and 

couple families without children.  

: Jewish and total Victorian population, household composition, 2006 (percentage)

41.2%

9.6% 3.6%

0 Children

1 Children

2 Children

3 Children

4+ Children

33.8%

25.4%

10.9%

24.5%

5.4%

Jewish Community All Victoria

Other family & group households

Lone person household

One-parent family

Couple family without children

Couple family with children

The Jewish Population of Victoria: Findings from the 2006 Census          22 

 

, 2006 (percentage) 

 

The major difference between the distribution of household types in the Jewish 

community and the Victorian population relates to the proportion of single parent 

families. Of total Victorian households, almost 11% comprise single parent families, 

the Jewish community this proportion is almost half, at 6%.  

There is a marginally lower proportion of lone person Jewish households, and 

higher proportions of households comprising couple families with children and 

household composition, 2006 (percentage)  

 

0 Children

1 Children

2 Children

3 Children

4+ Children

Other family & group households

Lone person household

parent family

Couple family without children

Couple family with children



The Jewish Population of Victoria: Findings from the 2006 Census          23 

 

EDUCATION 

 
An estimated 17,524 persons, or 29.2% of the Victorian Jewish population, attend an 

educational institution. 

 

Of those who specified the type of educational institution attended, 8% are in a pre-

school, 31% in infant or primary school, 27% in secondary school, 4% in a technical 

or further educational institution, and 27% in a university or other tertiary institution.   

 

Reliable trend data is not available for 2006 because of the large increase in the 

proportion not stating the type of educational institution they attended (up from 7.9% 

to 15.7% between 2001-2006). It is evident, however, that there was a marked 

increase in pre-school attendance (up from an estimated 982 to 1,163 persons). 

 

Of those in the Victorian Jewish population at primary school level, 29.9% attend 

a government school and 70.1% an independent school. The differentiation is 

more marked at the secondary level, where 21.2% of children attend a government 

school and 78.8% an independent school. Of the total Victorian population for 

whom type of education was specified in the census, 68.2% of students attend a 

government school at the primary level and 58.3% at the secondary level. 

 

There is a strong correlation between income level of parents and type of school 

attended. Thus in households with a gross weekly income in excess of $3,000, 85% of 

children attend an independent school. In households with a weekly income in the 

range $250 to $1,699, around 66% of children attend an independent school. Of those 

with an income in the range $0 to $249, 59% attend an independent school.  

 
Figure 20:  Jewish school age population, type of primary and secondary school attended by 

weekly household income, 2006 (percentage) 
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The correlation with income level of parents is also reflected in the data on Local 

Government Areas of usual residence, with the highest proportion attending 

independent schools resident in LGAs with highest average income levels: 87% of 

students who live in Stonnington attend an independent school, 85% in Port Phillip, 

78% in Glen Eira. The proportion is much lower in areas to the south and east of 

Glen Eira: 28% in Kingston, 37% in Monash and close to 40% in LGAs to the north-

east, Manningham and Whitehorse. 

 

 

TERTIARY QUALIFICATIONS 
 

An estimated 28,092 persons over the age of 15 in the Victorian Jewish population 

have a post-school qualification, an increase from an estimated 18,133 in 1996 and 

23,000 in 2001. This represents 56.5% of the Jewish population, and compares with 

40.3% in the total Victorian population.  

 

The disaggregated post-school qualifications show a relatively high proportion 

holding postgraduate and bachelor’s level qualifications in the Jewish population. Of 

those with a post-school qualification, 18.1% hold postgraduate qualifications and 

51.6% bachelor’s (a total of 69.7%) compared with 11.5% and 31.7% for the total 

Victorian population (a total of 43.2%).  The proportion holding a diploma is at a 

similar level in the Jewish and total Victorian population, around 18%, while those 

with certificate level qualifications is higher in the Victorian population: 38.5% 

compared with 12.9%. 

 
Figure 21: Jewish and total Victorian population, level of post school qualifications, 2006 

(percentage) 
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There has been a marked increased in the number holding post-school qualifications 

in the Victorian Jewish population since 1996.  Those with postgraduate 

qualifications increased from an estimated 3,392 in 1996 to 3,947 in 2001 and 5,048 in 

2006; those with a bachelor degree increased from an estimated 8,983 to 14,486 over 

this period, diploma from an estimated 3,102 to 4,885 and certificate from an 

estimated 2,656 to 3,638. 

 

There is some differentiation in highest educational attainment by gender; of those 

holding certificate level qualifications, 60% are men and 40% women; of those 

holding diploma level qualifications, 39% are men and 61% women. By contrast, 

there is little difference at the bachelor and postgraduate levels, although there are 

differences in fields of study. For example, 19.9% of women hold a qualification in 

education compared to only 3.7% of men. Men are more likely to specialise in 

management and commerce, engineering, information technology and architecture. 

Women tend towards the study of the creative arts and society and culture, although, 

with the exception of engineering, the differences are within a narrow range.  

 

When birthplace is considered, those born in New Zealand, United Kingdom, 

Canada, USA and north western Europe are most likely to hold postgraduate 

qualifications. Those born in South Africa and Zimbabwe have the highest 

proportion of bachelor degrees, followed by the Australia-born. Those from the 

former USSR have the highest proportion holding diploma level qualifications. 

 

 

INTERNET ACCESS 
 

83% of persons in the Jewish community have internet access, compared to 76% in 

the Victorian population. Of those in the Jewish community with internet access, 

86.5% have access via broadband connection and 13.1% via dial-up connection. The 

expected correlation of access with income is evident. Of those with gross weekly 

household income less than $500 per week, 48% have internet access; of those with 

income in the range $500-$999, 68%, in the range $1,000-$1,699, 84%, and above 

$1,700, 95%. 

 



EMPLOYMENT 
 

An estimated 30,715 persons aged 15 

population participate in the workforce. This comprises an estimated 16,417 men 

and 14,297 women. 

 

The unemployment rate in the Jewish workforce was 3.8% in 2006 (down from 4.7% 

in 2001), compared with 5.4% in Victoria (6.8% in 2001).

 

There has been an increase in the proportion of employers, up from 15.8% of the 

Jewish workforce in 2001 to 22.6% in 2006, whil

account worker’ has declined from 13.5% to 8.4%. The proportion of employees 

decreased marginally from 65% to 63.1%. The proportion 

workforce has decreased from 38.7% in 1996 to from 36.9% in 2001 to 34.9% 

 

Within the Jewish population there is relative over

of managers (18.4%, compared with 13.7% in the total Victorian population) and 

professionals (41%, 21.2%), and under

exception of sales workers, where there is near parity (10.6%, 10.3%).

 
Figure 22:  Jewish population, o
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An estimated 30,715 persons aged 15 years and above in the Victorian Jewish 

population participate in the workforce. This comprises an estimated 16,417 men 

ployment rate in the Jewish workforce was 3.8% in 2006 (down from 4.7% 

in 2001), compared with 5.4% in Victoria (6.8% in 2001). 

There has been an increase in the proportion of employers, up from 15.8% of the 

Jewish workforce in 2001 to 22.6% in 2006, while the category ‘employed, own 

account worker’ has declined from 13.5% to 8.4%. The proportion of employees 

decreased marginally from 65% to 63.1%. The proportion of those not in the 

workforce has decreased from 38.7% in 1996 to from 36.9% in 2001 to 34.9% 

Jewish population there is relative over-representation in the occupations 

of managers (18.4%, compared with 13.7% in the total Victorian population) and 

professionals (41%, 21.2%), and under-representation in other occupations, with

exception of sales workers, where there is near parity (10.6%, 10.3%).

:  Jewish population, occupational categories, 2006 (percentage) 

 

18%

41%

Managers

Professionals

Technicians & Trades Workers

Community & Personal Service Workers

Clerical & Administrative Workers

Sales Workers

Machinery Operators & Drivers

Labourers

The Jewish Population of Victoria: Findings from the 2006 Census          26 

 

and above in the Victorian Jewish 

population participate in the workforce. This comprises an estimated 16,417 men 

ployment rate in the Jewish workforce was 3.8% in 2006 (down from 4.7% 

There has been an increase in the proportion of employers, up from 15.8% of the 

e the category ‘employed, own 

account worker’ has declined from 13.5% to 8.4%. The proportion of employees 

not in the 

workforce has decreased from 38.7% in 1996 to from 36.9% in 2001 to 34.9% in 2006.   

representation in the occupations 

of managers (18.4%, compared with 13.7% in the total Victorian population) and 

representation in other occupations, with the 

exception of sales workers, where there is near parity (10.6%, 10.3%). 

 

Technicians & Trades Workers

Community & Personal Service Workers

Clerical & Administrative Workers

Machinery Operators & Drivers



The Jewish Population of Victoria: Findings from the 2006 Census          27 

 

Fewer Jewish women than men are in the workforce (58.5% compared to 72.4%). 

Men are three times more likely than women to be employers (21.3%, 7.3%), and are 

more likely to be in the occupation of manager, technical and trades worker, 

machinery operator and labourer. The proportions of women markedly exceed men 

in the occupation of community and personal service worker and clerical and 

administrative worker. 

 
Figure 23: Jewish population, occupational category by gender, 2006 (percentage) 
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INCOME 

 
Jewish households report a higher average income than the total Victorian 

population. 15.6% of Jewish households report gross weekly income in excess of 

$3,000, compared with 5.2% of all Victorian households. Nearly two-thirds (63.3%) 

report gross weekly incomes in excess of $1,000, compared with 51.3% of Victorian 

households. For those on low incomes, below $249 per week, the proportions are 

similar, 7.8% of Jewish households and 8.6% of Victorian households. 

 
Figure 24: Jewish and total Victorian population, gross weekly household income, 2006 (percentage) 

 

 
 

With regard to individual income, 28% of the Jewish population earn a gross weekly 

income below $250; 21.8% earn between $250-$599, 18.3% earn between $600-$999, 

15.5% between $1,000-$1,599, and 16.3% above $1,600.   This relatively even 

distribution across the various income categories is not typical of the total Victorian 

population, with 31.9% in the total population earning gross weekly incomes below 

$250; 28.8% between $250-$599, 20.5% between $600-$999, 12.6% between $1,000-

$1,599, and 6.2% above $1,600. 

 

In summary, 49.8% of individuals in the Jewish population and 60.7% in the total 

Victorian population earn gross weekly incomes below $600.  31.8% of individuals 

in the Jewish population and 18.8% in the total Victorian population earn gross 

weekly incomes in excess of $1,000.   
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Men in the Jewish population earn more than women. Of those who earn more than 

$2,000 a week, 76% are men, 24% women. 

 
Figure 25: Jewish population, gross individual income by gender, 2006 (percentage) 
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HOUSING 

 
In 2006, 94% of the Jewish population lived in a private dwelling, 6% in a non-

private dwelling. The non-private proportion is slightly higher than for the total 

Victorian population at 3%. This difference reflects the higher proportion of aged 

persons in the Jewish community.  

 

The 6% in a non-private dwelling represent an estimated 1,837 persons. Of these, 

31.7% lived in accommodation for the aged or retired, 24.6% in a nursing home, 11.2% 

were in a hospital on the date the census was taken, and 15.3% were resident in a 

hotel, motel, or bed and breakfast type accommodation. 
 

Figure 26: Tenure type in Jewish private dwellings 1996- 2006 (percentage) 
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owned’ and ‘being purchased’ relativity.  In 2001 an estimated 27,253 persons fully 
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Figure 27:  Jewish and total Victorian population, private dwelling structure, 2006 (percentage) 
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NEED FOR ASSISTANCE WITH CORE ACTIVITIES 

 
The census recorded a total of 2,274 Jewish persons in Victoria with a need for 

assistance in one or more of the core areas of self-care, mobility and communication 

because of long-term health condition (lasting six months or more), a disability 

(lasting six months or more), or old age. Employing the same expansion factor which 

is used to estimate the Jewish population of Victoria at the 2006 census, it is 

estimated that 3,281 persons have need for assistance with core activities. This 

represents 5.5% of the Victorian Jewish population, compared to 4.2% for the total 

Victorian population. The census found that 5.2% of the Jewish population of New 

South Wales has need for assistance with core activities, which is also the average for 

the Australian Jewish population.  

 

As to be expected, need for assistance with core activities increases with age. Of the 

total number of persons with a need for assistance, 5% are aged under 20 years, 7% 

aged 20-49, 15% aged 50-69, and 73% aged above 70.  
 

Figure 28: Victorian Jewish population, persons with a need for assistance with core activities, by 

age, 2006 (estimated) 

 

 

 

Of all Jewish persons below the age of 50, some 1% have a need for assistance with 

core activities. This increases to between 2-3% of those aged 50-65 and then climbs to 

reach 20% of those aged 75-79 years, 29% of those aged 80-84 years, and 42.7% of 
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The large majority of persons requiring assistance with core activities reside in a 

private dwelling – some 2,561 of an estimated 3,108 persons. Of those aged below 70, 

36 of the enumerated total of 821 persons (4%) live in a non-private dwelling. Of 

those aged 70 and above, 483 of the estimated 2,251 persons (21%) live in a non-

private dwelling.  

 

51% of persons requiring assistance with core activities have stated individual 

income below $250 per week, 32% in the range $250-$599, 8% in the range $600-$999 

and 10% above $1,000. 

 

 

UNPAID WORK 

 

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY 

 

14.8% of the Jewish population aged 15 and above provide unpaid assistance to a 

person with a disability. Of these, 61% are women. The highest proportion providing 

assistance to a person with a disability are in the age group 45-64.  

 

 

UNPAID DOMESTIC WORK 

 

The definition of unpaid domestic work includes work without pay, in the person’s 

own home and in other places, for themselves, their family and other people in their 

household.  

 

Of the Jewish population aged 15 and above, almost half (53%) spend less than five 

hours per week providing unpaid domestic work (some 23% provide no unpaid 

domestic work). More than one in four (28%) work between 5 and 14 hours, 12% 

between 15 and 29 hours, and 7% more than 30 hours. 

 

Of those aged 15-24, only 19% do more than five hours of unpaid domestic work a 

week.  The highest proportion providing unpaid domestic work for 15 hours or 

more is in the 35-44 age group (27%); of those aged between 45-74, approximately 23% 

provide unpaid domestic work for 15 hours or more.  

 

37.9% of men do less than 5 hours of unpaid domestic work per week, compared 

with 20.4% of women. 11.4% of women do over 30 hours per week compared to 1.7% 

of men. 
 

 



CHILD CARE 

 

31% of the Jewish population aged 15 and above 

67% provide unpaid child care for their own children, 30% for other children and 3% 

for both their own and other children. 

 
Figure 29:  Jewish population involved in
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Appendix 1: Population Estimate  
 

The weighting adjustment factor used to estimate the Jewish 

population - John Goldlust 

 

For the purpose of this report, the ‘Jewish population’ refers to persons who 

reported their religion as ‘Jewish’ or ‘Judaism’ in the 2006 Australian census, as well 

as persons who responded that they speak Yiddish or Hebrew as their prime 

language at home, but did not identify themselves as Jewish by religion.  

In order to compensate for the error of under-estimation of the Jewish population in 

the census tables, a weighting adjustment or ‘expansion factor’ has been used. This 

figure is based on the number in the Victorian population who did not state an 

identifiable religion, which amounted to 1,557,725 out of the total Victorian 

population of 4,932,421, or 31.58%.  

Applying this rationale to the Victorian Jewish population, the 31.58% under-

estimation becomes 30.7% when adjusted for the 519 Yiddish and Hebrew speakers 

who did not declare themselves Jewish by religion, but are included in our analysis. 

The following formula is used to estimate the actual Jewish population of Victoria at 

the time of the 2006 census: 

 

41,636 (Number who declared themselves Jewish by religion in the 2006 census)   

    x 

100/69.3  

    = 

60,080 (Estimated Jewish population of Victoria) 
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Appendix 2: Population Tables 
 

 

Table 1: Census enumeration, Jewish population by State and Territory, 1947-2006 

(unadjusted) 

Year VIC NSW QLD SA WA Tas. NT ACT Total 

1947 14,910 13,194 1,011 528 2,294 7 7  31,951 

1954 24,016 19,583 1,340 454 2,555 8 8  47,964 

1961 29,932 24,026 1,334 722 2,782 23 23  58,842 

1971 30,117 25,971 1,491 985 3,102 46 46 251 62,009 

1981 30,017 25,176 2,021 1,137 3,156 68 68 420 62,063 

1986 32,358 28,197 2,631 1,144 3,919 98 98 501 68,946 

1991 33,862 29,614 4,278 1,304 4,221 143 143 530 74,095 

1996 37,294 32,850 3,062 1,152 4,671 167 111 498 79,805 

2001 39,069 34,488 3,271 1,054 5,042 161 121 503 83,709 

2006 41,636 37,109 3,869 1,114 5,398 249 117 591 90,083 

 

No reliance should be placed on cells with small values (i.e. <10) as the ABS employs a confidentiality technique to avoid identification of 

individuals. 

 

Table 2: Enumerated and estimated Jewish population in LGA of usual residence, 

2001-2006  

 

LGA of Usual Residence 

Estimated Population   
2001 

Estimated Population 
2006 

Estimated Population 
Change  2001 - 2006 

Total 
Persons 

% of 
Persons 

Total 
Persons 

% of 
Persons 

Total 
Persons 

% Change 

Glen Eira 28,485 51.4% 32,179 53.6% 3,694 13.0% 

Stonnington 6,609 11.9% 6,631 11.0% 22 0.3% 

Port Phillip 5,648 10.2% 5,736 9.5% 88 1.6% 

Bayside 3,341 6.0% 3,994 6.6% 653 19.6% 

Boroondara 3,140 5.7% 2,947 4.9% -193 -6.1% 

Manningham 1,693 3.1% 922 1.5% -771 -45.5% 

Monash 1,173 2.1% 1,205 2.0% 32 2.7% 

Kingston 979 1.8% 1,338 2.2% 359 36.6% 

Yarra 570 1.0% 576 1.0% 6 1.0% 

Whitehorse 507 0.9% 485 0.8% -22 -4.4% 

Remainder of Melbourne 2,659 5.8% 3233 5.4% 574 21.6% 

Remainder of Victoria (incl. 
undefined/NUA) 

647 1.2% 830 1.4% 183 28.4% 

Estimated Total 55,450 100.0% 60,074 100.0% 4,624 8.3% 

 

For the basis of estimating the population, see Appendix 1.  
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Table 3: Enumerated and estimated Jewish population by age, 2001-2006  

 2001 Jewish Population 2006 Jewish Population 

Age groups Total 
Estimated 

Total 
% of 

Persons 
Total 

Estimated 
Total 

% of 
Persons 

0-4 2,074 2,897 5.2% 2,503 3,612 6.0% 

5-9 2,189 3,057 5.5% 2,385 3,442 5.7% 

10-14 2,739 3,825 6.9% 2,327 3,358 5.6% 

15-19 2,664 3,721 6.7% 2,566 3,703 6.2% 

Total < 20 years 9,666 13,500 24.3% 9,781 14,114 23.5% 

20-24 2,333 3,258 5.9% 2,477 3,574 6.0% 

25-29 2,431 3,395 6.1% 2,379 3,433 5.7% 

30-34 2,210 3,087 5.6% 2,724 3,931 6.5% 

Total 20-34 years 6,974 9,740 17.6% 7,580 10,938 18.2% 

35-39 2,095 2,926 5.3% 2,442 3,524 5.9% 

40-44 2,656 3,709 6.7% 2,226 3,212 5.3% 

45-49 3,076 4,296 7.7% 2,787 4,022 6.7% 

50-54 3,668 5,123 9.2% 3,130 4,517 7.5% 

Total 35-54 years 11,495 16,054 28.9% 10,585 15,274 25.4% 

55-59 2,124 2,966 5.3% 3,607 5,205 8.7% 

60-64 1,637 2,286 4.1% 2,061 2,974 5.0% 

Total Middle Aged 3,761 5,253 9.4% 5,668 8,179 13.6% 

65-69 1,438 2,008 3.6% 1,657 2,391 4.0% 

70-74 1,707 2,384 4.3% 1,416 2,043 3.4% 

75-79 2,007 2,803 5.0% 1,645 2,374 4.0% 

80-84 1,407 1,965 3.5% 1,703 2,457 4.1% 

85+ 1,294 1,807 3.3% 1,579 2,278 3.8% 

Total Elderly 7,853 10,968 19.7% 8,000 11,544 19.2% 

Total 39,749 55,515 100.0% 41,614 60,049 100% 

 

For the basis of estimating the population, see Appendix 1. 
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Table 4: Estimated Jewish population by birthplace, 2001-2006  

Country of Birth 

2001 Jewish Population 2006 Jewish Population 

Estimated 
Total 

% of 
Persons 

% of 
Overseas- 

Born 

Estimated 
Total 

% of 
Persons 

% of 
Overseas-

Born 

Australia 27,786 52.5% - 31,222 54.3% - 

South Africa 3,753 7.1% 14.9% 4,381 7.6% 16.7% 

Israel 2,908 5.5% 11.6% 3,709 6.5% 14.1% 

Selected former USSR 2,923 5.5% 11.6% 3,408 5.9% 13.0% 

Poland 4,078 7.7% 16.2% 3,079 5.4% 11.7% 

Ukraine 2,020 3.8% 8.0% 2,644 4.6% 10.1% 

United Kingdom 1,985 3.7% 7.9% 2,016 3.5% 7.7% 

Remainder of Southern and Eastern 
Europe 

1,753 3.3% 7.0% 1,072 1.9% 4.1% 

United States of America 863 1.6% 3.4% 1,014 1.8% 3.9% 

Germany 1,159 2.2% 4.6% 1,000 1.7% 3.8% 

Hungary 756 1.4% 3.0% 678 1.2% 2.6% 

Remainder of North-West Europe 655 1.2% 2.6% 618 1.1% 2.4% 

Remainder of North Africa and the 
Middle East 

487 0.9% 1.9% 476 0.8% 1.8% 

New Zealand 434 0.8% 1.7% 450 0.8% 1.7% 

Asia and Oceania (excl Australia) 430 0.8% 1.7% 378 0.7% 1.4% 

Remainder of Americas 221 0.4% 0.9% 339 0.6% 1.3% 

Austria 426 0.8% 1.7% 325 0.6% 1.2% 

Baltic States* n/a n/a - 303 0.5% 1.2% 

Canada 151 0.3% 0.6% 159 0.3% 0.6% 

Zimbabwe 94 0.2% 0.4% 124 0.2% 0.5% 

Remainder of Sub-Saharan Africa 52 0.1% 0.2% 66 0.1% 0.3% 

Total 52,934 100% 100% 57,462 100% 100% 

 

For the basis of estimating the population, see Appendix 1. 

* Not listed in 2001. 

This table excludes the not stated and inadequately described category. 

  



           

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



           

 


