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The Australian IGCP National Committee strongly endorses the proposed 

IGCP project entitled  “The End of A Supereon – Winners and Losers at the 

Precambrian-Phanerozoic Transition”, submitted by Professor Prof Patricia 

Vickers Rich, Monash University, Australia. 

At the end of this project, the scientific community will at last begin to 

understand how modern day Planet Earth began to evolve, and the nature 

of critical changes that happened at the Precambrian-Phanerozoic 

boundary that are preserved so beautifully in Namibia. 

This proposed project will build on previous academic research (IGCP 493 

and IGCP 587) into changes at the Precambrian-Phanerozoic boundary in 

Namibia. In addition it will include innovative outreach programs that will 

involve local Namibians-- landholders, tourism operators, societies, 

universities and traditional peoples  -- so that all of society will benefit.  

Less ‘academic’ project outputs include international documentaries and 

exhibitions as well as, critically, the establishment of a local museum to be 

run by locals that will stimulate scientific tourism into the region. 



The Australian Committee believes that the scientists assembled by 

Professor Rich have extraordinarily wide-ranging scientific skills, detailed 

familiarity with the critical area of scientific study, proven track records of 

delivering results and above all recognition of the importance of the topic to 

evolution of the modern world as we now know it. 

A key feature of this project is the involvement of young scientists, so that 

new skills learnt will be passed onto the next generation who will make the 

next breakthroughs in understanding Planet Earth. 

We believe that Professor Rich is the ideal person to lead such a project, 

given her critical involvement in IGCP 493 and IGCP 587, two highly 

successful international projects that form the building blocks for this 

project and which demonstrate a track record of excellent management of 

successful IGCP projects

With its potential exciting scientific and societal outcomes, we commend 

this project to you.
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