
 
 

 

THE  BULLETIN  OF 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  CENTRE
FOR  EGYPTOLOGY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME 20  ▪   2009 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Editor  Dr Susanne Binder 

 
  
 Editorial Board Dr Heike Behlmer, Göttingen   
  Assoc. Professor Colin A. Hope   
  Professor Naguib Kanawati 
 Assoc. Professor E. Christiana Köhler  
 Dr Ann McFarlane  
 Assoc. Professor Boyo Ockinga 
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

The articles in this journal are peer reviewed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All rights reserved 
ISSN: 1035-7254 

 
 

Copyright 2009 
The Australian Centre for Egyptology 

(A Division of the Macquarie University Ancient Cultures Research Centre) 
Macquarie University, Sydney NSW 2109, Australia 

 
 

Printed by:  
Ligare Book Printers, 138 Bonds Road, Riverwood NSW 2210, Australia 

www.ligare.com.au 



 

 3

CONTENTS 

BACE 20 (2009) 
 
 
 
Editorial Foreword  5 
 
The Church of Deir Abu Metta, Dakhleh Oasis:  
a Report on the 2009 Excavation Gillian E. Bowen 7 
 
A Coffin of Imported Conifer Wood  
from Saite Period Saqqara Donald Chiou and 
 Karin Sowada   27
  
A Metalworking Servant Statue from the 
Oriental Institute, University of Chicago Christopher J. Davey  37
  
Report on the 2009 Season of Excavations  
at Mut el-Kharab, Dakhleh Oasis Colin A. Hope,  
 Gillian E. Bowen,  
 Jessica Cox,  
 Wendy Dolling,  
 J.ames Milner and  
 Amy Pettman  47 
 
The so-called Pilgrimage in the Old Kingdom: 
its Destination and Significance  Miral Lashien  87 
 
A Talatat Block in the Mallawi Museum Heba Mahran  109 
 
Facing up to Cruelty  Marcus Müller  115 
 



 

 



 47

 
REPORT ON THE 2009 SEASON OF EXCAVATIONS  

AT MUT EL-KHARAB, DAKHLEH OASIS 
 

Colin A. Hope, Gillian E. Bowen, Jessica Cox,  
Wendy Dolling, James Milner and Amy Pettman 

Centre for Archaeology and Ancient History 
Monash University 

 
The 2009 season of excavations was conducted between 18th January and 7th 
February 2009.  The excavations were directed by the writer; I would like to 
express my gratitude to the Supreme Council of Antiquities for granting the 
permit to undertake the work, and to Mohar Bashendi, the Director-General of 
Antiquities for Dakhleh and Farafra, and Ahmed Gomaa Hussein, the on-site 
inspector from that inspectorate, for all of their assistance throughout the 
excavations.1 Work was undertaken in three parts of the site: the central area 
where the remains of the Temple of Seth and associated structures are located, 
the area to the immediate west of the temple and the south-eastern corner of 
the temenos enclosure where there are substantial buildings of the Late Period 
to Roman Period.2 The work aimed to clarify further and date the building 
sequence of the temple and its associated structures on the west, to reveal more 
of the late sequence in the south-eastern corner and to locate deposits that 
would refine the dating of that sequence. In addition to the excavations study 
of the ostraka and ceramics from previous seasons continued. 
 
I:  Excavations within the Temple of Seth (Figures 1 and 2) 
 
Trench 29 (Figure 2) 
 

The excavation in this trench continues the work begun in 2008; it covers an 
area of approximately 12 m E-W by 7.5 m N-S and forms an 'L'-shaped area 
with the long side on the north of Trench 27 and the short side on its west.3  It 
was excavated in two parts. 
 
Western Section (excavator Amy Pettman) 
 

This area extends approximately 8 m N-S and 4 m E-W occupying the western 
end of the original trench as laid out in 2008, the southern part of which is due 
west of Trench 27. Prior excavation removed surface debris to expose a layer 
consisting mainly of sandstone rubble and ceramics covering the entire area, 
with part of a mud-brick wall against the western section on the south. On the 
east the remains of sandstone pavement (17)4 were revealed associated with 
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the N-S mud-brick wall (2), which form part of the large late building over the 
temple area. The rubble layer extended vertically for approximately 70 cm; 
ceramics from the Old Kingdom to the modern era were found, indicating a 
highly disturbed context. Sandstone fragments never preserved more than a 
single original face and were less than 20 cm in size.  Some block fragments 
preserve painted and/or carved decoration; it is therefore likely that these 
blocks are from the temple structure. An articulated section of collapsed 
sandstone wall (33) was uncovered within this layer on the east. 
 
Abutting this rubble layer were three mud-brick walls. The eastern wall (26) 
was previously exposed during the excavation of Trench 27; it runs into the 
southern margin of the trench and is exposed for approximately 8 m in length.  
The width of the wall was not determined; bonding is unknown and individual 
bricks could not be measured. The wall on the south (39), again partly exposed 
by earlier work, encompasses the entire southern margin of the trench and is 
approximately 85 cm in height; individual bricks could not be isolated, nor 
could the width be determined as most of the wall was not included in the 
trench; the bricks are red. The third wall runs parallel to the western margin of 
the trench (31) and extends northwards from the southern trench edge for 4 m.  
It is preserved to a height of 1.2 m and is up to 70 cm wide, though it is heavily 
eroded and pockets were filled with stone rubble (27). All three walls pre-date 
the formation of the rubble. 
 
Excavation of the stone rubble (27) and the underlying strata was restricted to 
the southern half of the area. Below this rubble layer were several large blocks 
of sandstone, which appear to be the remains of a paved floor. Four blocks 
occur in the southern half of this section, though only two are adjoining (34); 
they seem to be contemporaneous with a single sandstone paving block (33 in 
Trench 27) adjacent to the east and south walls, which occurs at a similar level. 
The blocks are of an irregular shape, though at least two straight sides remain 
on each block, and the lower surface of every block is level, suggesting that 
the blocks were originally dressed and part of the same feature. They also 
occur at a similar level to the base of the eastern and southern walls, indicating 
approximate contemporaneity and perhaps that all three features formed part of 
the same structure at some stage (Plate 1). 
 
The relationship between the three mud-brick walls is important for 
determining their possible age.  The west wall appears to be the oldest, as it is 
cut on the south by the southern wall (39).  The southern and eastern walls are 
probably contemporaneous with each other as well as the paving stones (34 
and 33 of Trench 27).  Level with the paving stones and the base of the wall 
was a loose, silty-brown deposit, which included several fragments of Old 
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Kingdom pottery (42 and 43); no pottery of any other date was included here.  
This suggests that the southern and eastern walls, as well as the paving stones, 
are of Old Kingdom date.  
 
Below the paving stones was a deposit of clean yellow sand; this was 15–20 
cm in depth and contained both Old Kingdom and local handmade ceramic 
material totaling several kilograms, and a single sherd of Roman period date, 
undoubtedly intrusive.  Below this, though only in the extreme southern end of 
the trench, below the southernmost paving stones of context 34, was a platform 
which was probably constructed of mud bricks covered with mud plaster.  It is 
possible that this feature served as a foundation for the structure which 
included the two mud-brick walls and the stone paving. Underlying the yellow 
sand was approximately 40 cm of dark brown, moderately compact silty 
material (45, 46 and 53). This contained both Old Kingdom and local 
handmade ceramic material, though less of the Old Kingdom material was 
present here than above. This deposit also included some bone fragments, 
charcoal and lithic debitage. 
 
Further excavation below this deposit revealed a hardened mud-brick 
occupation surface. Built into this surface at the southern end was a horseshoe-
shaped structure which appears to be a hearth (51); the interior of this feature 
was filled with an ash deposit including some ceramic material on top of a 
hardened floor.  Five pot emplacements were cut into the southern end of the 
occupation surface (58; Plate 2); the easternmost of these still included a 
broken shale-tempered, handmade vessel which was reconstructed (Figure 6a).  
All ceramic material associated with this occupational surface was of the local 
handmade horizon.  A small cut was made into the north-eastern section of the 
occupation surface to determine if further occupation occurred below.  A single 
ostrich eggshell bead and small fragments of charcoal were recovered, and 
excavation ceased at approximately 20 cm below its surface. 
 
Eastern Section (excavator Jessica Cox) 
 

The east area of the trench measures approximately 5.20 m E-W by 4.10 m N-
S and comprises two parts: one between two walls (2 and 10) in the west and 
the other to the east of the walls. They will be described in this sequence. 
 
The two red mud-brick walls are aligned N-S and define an area of 1.65 x 3.90 
m, extending south to abut the eastern end of Trench 27 excavated in 2006. 
The aim of excavating in this area was to determine the relationship between 
these two walls and whether the N-S stone wall (19) and its retaining wall on 
the east (3) in Trench 27 continue northwards into Trench 29. 
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Between the two walls were various layers of rubble. The first two comprised 
red-brown mud brick over crushed sandstone debris, the latter with a depth of 
approximately 50 cm, similar to that found in the western part of the trench. 
These upper contexts did not produce an abundance of ceramic material and 
were heavily disturbed, with pottery ranging from the New Kingdom to 
modern times.  Beneath the sandstone was approximately 70 cm of mud-brick 
debris and small stone fragments. The density of ceramic material increased 
heavily towards the base of this context and all potsherds appear to be 
contemporaneous with the deposit that underlies the temple foundations to the 
south and which has been assigned largely to the 25th Dynasty.5 This was 
confirmed when further excavation revealed a thick rubble layer with a heavy 
concentration of similar ceramic material. A test pit, measuring 1.65 m x 2.0 
m, was cut into this debris to see if there was any evidence of a N-S wall 
connecting Trench 29 with Trench 27. A thin layer, circa 5–10 cm in depth, of 
clean yellow sand was found 40 cm into the debris; it terminates before 
reaching the northern edge of the excavation. Although no evidence of any 
stone wall was found in connection with the yellow sand, this material only 
occurs elsewhere immediately below the east and west stone walls of the 
temple structure, indicating that at one time the east stone wall exposed in 
Trench 27 did continue through Trench 29. The same rubble and ceramic 
material was found beneath the sand, indicating the continuation of the sherd-
rich debris. Scant traces of the continuation of the mud-brick wall adjacent to 
the eastern face of the stone wall in Trench 27 were found, comprising a short 
projection of the wall into Trench 29 (88). 
 
It is difficult to determine the relationship between the two mud-brick walls (2 
and 10) in this part of the trench.  The south section shows that the base of the 
mud-brick wall (88) is at the same level as the ceramic-rich layer. The other 
two walls are well above this deposit, however, separated from it by rubble 
above the sand deposit. The western wall is undoubtedly a northern 
continuation of the late brick wall that overlies the temple's eastern wall and 
which extends for 22 m to the south, associated with the remains of a stone 
paving on its west as exposed in Trench 29 in 2008 and Trench 27 in 2006. 
While the eastern brick wall overlies rubble also, it cannot be associated with 
this late structure for certain, and may rather relate to the large mud-brick 
structure immediately north of Trench 29. 
 
Finds of interest in this first area include two stone fragments with 
hieroglyphic inscriptions, and three ostraka with abnormal hieratic text, rarely 
encountered so far at the site.  
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The second area excavated, due east of the first, abuts a large mud-brick 
structure that forms its northern margin; Trench 5, excavated in 2001, abuts the 
south end of the west face of this structure. It was hoped that excavations in 
this area would reveal the outer wall of the mud-brick tower and evidence for 
its date of construction. This building has been dug into in relatively recent 
times, and a deep pit at its centre exposes superimposed walls for a depth of 
approximately 4 m and ceramics of Late Period to Late Roman date. 
 
Approximately 30–40 cm of surface material was cleared from this area in 
2008. Beneath this was a deposit with moderate amounts of mud brick and 
sandstone rubble and a depth of 50 cm, above rubble with a much higher 
density of sandstone fragments and a depth of 65–70 cm. The ceramic material 
was highly contaminated in these two contexts, with a date range of New 
Kingdom to modern times. A mud-brick wall was revealed adjacent to the 
exterior face of the large structure; on the basis of the results of excavations in 
Trench 5 it may be identified as foundation for that wall.6 Beneath this wall, 
extending to the southern edge of the trench, were the remains of a large mud-
brick platform (86; Plate 3). The platform covers an area of approximately 
2.30 x 3.90 m.  A small cut was made in the NE corner and it was discovered 
that the platform was preserved to a height of 1.0 m with nine courses of brick 
distinguishable. There were small amounts of ceramic packed amongst the 
layers of mud brick, all of which seem to be contemporaneous with the 
ceramic-rich deposit to the west. Beneath the platform was a deposit of clay 
containing large amounts of the same ceramic material. This evidence does 
not, unfortunately, enable a date for the large structure to be proposed; it can 
only be stated that its foundations were set upon the ceramic-rich deposit that 
elsewhere underlies the sand foundation for the eastern stone temple wall. 
 
Trench 32 (Figures 1 and 2; excavator James Milner)  
 

Trench 32 is located approximately 1.0 m south of Trench 4 and the same west 
of Trench 10; the work here was a continuation of that undertaken in 2008.7  
The 2009 excavation area was 7 m N-S and 6 m E-W. There were no clearly 
definable architectural features at surface level but a large mound formed part 
of the eastern margin.  
 
The excavation area had been extensively plundered with large pits located in 
the SW and NE corners. These revealed very large quantities of smashed 
sandstone, some with smothered surfaces. Below the north-eastern pit were the 
remains of a large sandstone wall (107) with only the bottom course preserved 
(Plate 4). This stone wall is preserved to a length of approximately 3 m and is 
1.9 m wide; the irregular blocks are approximately 30 cm in height.  One block 
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in the eastern edge carries a red ink, Demotic inscription with what may be 
part of a date. The wall has a foundation of clean yellow sand; this deposit 
continues for an identical width in Trench 4 showing that the wall extended 
further to the north8 and it also extends to the south of the area examined in 
Trench 32. Two small metal objects were discovered within the sand; both 
were too corroded to determine their function with confidence but they may 
have been foundation deposits.  Mud-brick retaining walls on the west and east 
contain the clean sand foundation and support the lowest course(s) of the stone 
wall. The wall on the west (114) stands 70 cm high and has a grey mud, 
plastered eastern face; this feature was also identified in Trench 4. The 
retaining walls also serve to define and support platforms on either side of the 
wall that function as foundation for stone pavements.9 
 
As elsewhere in the main temple area the foundations for this stone wall have 
been built on or cut through Old Kingdom strata or structures. The foundation 
trench for the wall was cut through a narrow E-W mud-brick wall at the 
southern edge of the trench (115) and also a brown sandy deposit (112) that 
originally abutted the brick wall (Plate 4). Some of this material was 
redeposited in the lower part of the foundation trench and within the cut 
through the wall; it contained small amounts of handmade ceramics and minor 
amounts of debitage from flint working. Whether any part of the Old Kingdom 
sand deposit remained in situ is unknown; no clear distinction within the 
deposit was determined between what might have been redeposited and 
anything in situ. Excavation of the brown sand deposit stopped when the base 
of the Old Kingdom wall was reached; however, the deposit continued.   
 
Excavation in the eastern area of the trench revealed the remains of a 
sandstone pavement which was poorly preserved (130; Plate 5). This was 
again under large quantities of broken sandstone; a few decorated blocks 
preserved small sections of hieroglyphic text.  The vast majority of the stone 
pavement has been removed with only a few fragments still in situ.  Areas of 
gypsum plaster from the lowest course were preserved across this area, in 
which impressions from the stone blocks survived, thus indicating their 
original positions.  Underlying the remains of the paving is a compact earth 
foundation over the brown sandy deposit (112). The removal of the earth 
mound (116) on the eastern edge of the trench revealed part of a stone 
doorway (118) and more of the stone platform (130) (Plates 5, 6 and 7). To 
delineate this architectural feature further an area 2.5 x 4 m was excavated 
joining Trenches 32 and 10, in which the eastern edge of the doorway had been 
revealed in 2002.10 
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This feature (Plate 6) occurs at the intersection of four different spaces. It is 
very poorly preserved sandstone with gypsum mortar; the coursing comprises 
rectangular ashlar blocks. The western face could conceivably be part of an 
original recessed door with some of the sandstone blocks positioned vertically. 
The stone platform (130; Plate 7) abuts this feature (118) and extended 
originally across the western margin of Trench 10. The door and platform were 
both sitting upon red clay with some discernable mud-bricks as a foundation 
(131), below which was a sandy loam.  
 
In the northern section of the trench at the western end a large quantity of 
crushed sandstone rubble appeared to underlie the red-brick platform (36) due 
west of the stone wall (107).  A cut of 1 sq m was made through this platform; 
excavations revealed sand under this mud-brick platform not sandstone rubble, 
which contained Old Kingdom pottery.  
 
II:  Excavations to the west of the Main Temple 
 
Trench 34 (Figures 1 and 3; excavators Gillian Bowen and Colin Hope)  
  

Trench 34 is south of Trench 30, adjacent to the exterior west wall of Trench 6 
(Figure 1) and separated from Trench 36 by an E-W wall (19); the area opened 
was 4 m E-W by 5 m N-S. The specific aim of the excavations was to 
determine whether a large north-south, grey brick wall, which was exposed in 
Trench 30 and appeared to be of Old Kingdom date, continued in a southerly 
direction, and whether this could be dated more securely to that period.  It was 
also anticipated that the nature of the Late Period structures, encountered in the 
south of Trench 30, could be clarified.11 The sequence of remains will be 
described in chronological order. 
 
First to be built was the grey, north-south wall (60), preserved to a height 42.3 
cm and 90 cm wide, which was laid on some minor rubble above sand; this 
sand contained ceramics of the Old Kingdom. The wall extends through 
Trench 30 and continues to the north; how far it extends to the south is 
uncertain, though it may abut the northernmost Old Kingdom wall (36) in 
Trench 36.  The wall can be traced for a length of 6.7 m.  There was a shallow 
accumulation of debris above the wall, over which a circular mud-brick feature 
(54), tentatively identified as a silo, has been constructed (Plate 8). The wall is 
one brick wide, circa 17 cm, and only one course survives; its internal 
diameter is 1.9 m. To the south of this feature the remains of an E-W mud-
brick wall are located, which has been cut through by the channel, discussed 
below, and the southernmost of two jars set into packing over the low silo.  Its 
relationship to the early grey wall cannot yet be determined; it is probably 
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contemporary with the low silo. Abutting the west of the low grey-brick wall 
(60) is grey clay packing (63) on a clay surface (65) that extends under the silo 
wall (54). On (65) within (63) was a red-coated necked jar (Figure 7b), the 
upper part of which was leaning against the lower silo wall. 
 
The third building phase entailed filling the circular structure with grey and red 
clay packing; the wall of the lower silo was then cut for the building of 
another, larger circular feature, referred to as the upper silo, to its north-east, 
and a channel that projects to the south from the upper silo (Plates 8 and 9).  
The north part of this silo was revealed in Trench 30 in 2008. The upper silo 
wall (33) was exposed in the west, following the removal of dense mud-brick 
wall collapse that filled the western extremity of the trench and which also 
filled the western margin of Trench 30.  The channel associated with the upper 
silo runs parallel to the early grey-brick wall (60) on its east. The walls of this 
channel were presumably built first as its north, east and west walls were laid 
much lower than the base of the silo wall.  The south wall of the channel was 
laid 12–26 cm above the base of the other walls. Three channel walls were laid 
just below the base of the early grey wall.  
 
Of particular interest is the deliberate placement of four large storage jars of 
identical type (Figure 7c) in the channel, three of which were set upright in 
sand deposits below the base of the channel walls, approximately equidistant 
apart on a N-S axis, with the fourth placed directly above the southernmost 
vessel, though when found it had fallen to the north. Within the sand were 
sherds of Old Kingdom date and local handmade material, and some of the 
Late Period.  The mouths of the central and southernmost vessels were set into 
a deposit of clay with some mud bricks, slightly below the level of the base of 
the channel walls (Plate 9). The mouths of the three low jars were covered with 
deep bowls (Figure 7c) but no indication of original contents survived. 
Between the central and southernmost vessels a mound of compact earth about 
40 cm high accumulated that may represent the remains of the floor in the 
channel, although no such deposit was preserved in the northern half. The 
lowest part of this projected under the adjacent channel walls. 
 
The channel walls extend some 40 cm into the silo and the silo walls (33) abut 
the east and west channel walls; the top of the northern channel wall projects 
into the silo where it forms part of its floor. The floor of the upper silo 
comprises grey clay packing in the centre, surrounded by two rows of laid mud 
bricks, set between with grey plaster which fans out to form the circular floor 
(44). The opening from the silo to the channel is about 60 cm. The silo wall is 
preserved only three courses above the floor; it has an internal diameter of 3.0–
3.2 m and there was an oily deposit on the floor.  A compact earth floor 
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survived adjacent to the channel on the east (45) and the west (50) at 
approximately 70 cm above the floor within the channel, and abutted the 
exterior west of the upper silo. The floor surface (50) was over the clay (63) 
and surface (65) that abutted the lower grey wall (60) and projected under the 
lower silo wall (54); three intact small bowls derive from (50; Figure 7a).   
 
By this stage the east-west wall in the south (19) had been constructed.  It 
comprises several distinct parts: the foundation (43), which is wider than the 
main part of the wall (19), and the exposed lowest course at the eastern end 
(34) that forms part of the doorway. This wall divides two distinct rooms in 
which Trenches 34 and 36 are located; it continues west beyond Trench 34 in 
Trench 33.  The doorway gives access between these two rooms. The mud-
brick threshold of the doorway (5 in Trench 36) gives way to the lowest course 
(34), 5 cm below, then part of the foundation (43) 20 cm wide, and to a yet 
lower step (73), which is on the same level as the compact earth surface (45).  
 
At some point, the upper silo and channel went out of use and were packed 
with dense grey and red clay, and rubble; this extended also to the east and 
west of the channel over the floors. Within some of the packing (42), 
approximately 20 cm above the lower silo and 30–60 cm west of the channel, a 
votive deposit of small bowls, braziers and stands was found (Figure 6c; Plate 
10) and others of similar forms were found in the packing (41) within the 
channel (Figure 6b). A further nine small offering bowls were laid one inside 
the other against the west edge of the upper silo within this packing, and the 
lower parts of two large jars of the same type as those in the channel were set 
into it to the south. Small Late Period offering bowls and stands were also 
found in the packing (40) to the east of the channel. Several similar deposits 
were found in Trench 30 to the north. 
 
The next building phase consisted of the erection of a north-south red-brick 
wall (15) in the north, a large column (26) in the south (Plates 8 and 11) and 
compact earth floors over the entire area. One course of the wall only survives 
above the west end of the upper silo, over the packing, but where it was 
encountered at the southern end of Trench 30 its full width survived at 67 cm.  
The column is on the same alignment as the wall, at which it may have 
terminated.  The centre of the column base (26) is 50 cm from the south wall 
(19) and 20 cm west of the channel; its foundation platform (36) overlies the 
lower part of the south wall (43) and abuts the main south wall (19).  The 
outline of the column base is marked in gypsum (10) and this is all that 
survives in situ of the column. This gypsum is 5–10 cm wide and has an outer 
diameter of 1.05–1.10 m; the inner diameter is 0.95–1.00 m wide. The gypsum 
has an outer ridge, reaching a maximum height of 5 cm, that indicates some 
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element was set within it, and there was also a significant deposit of sandstone 
chips within the area defined by this gypsum feature. The sandstone column 
base was either set on top of this, or within it and consequently the gypsum-
lined circle formed an outer element, perhaps a rib. Two halves of a sandstone 
column-base were retrieved in sand in 2008, some 3.5–5.0 m north of the 
column base, in Trench 30.12 The diameter of the base was 1.1 m, thus it is 
unlikely that these blocks were from the column in Trench 34 and they indicate 
the presence of another column in the vicinity. From the pecking marks and 
gypsum impression on top of this sandstone column base, it was estimated that 
the column shaft had a 55 cm diameter. The shaft was probably made of stone 
as one column drum was retrieved from Trench 30.  
 
The final phase in this area was the construction of the building that forms 
Trench 6 immediately to the east of Trench 34. The upper silo wall was cut 
back for this as was the packing in the extreme east of the trench, the low wall 
(73), the doorsteps (43) and (34) and the threshold (5), in Trench 36. This 
building has previously been associated with Psamtek I (but see below). 
 
At some point there was massive collapse (3), which impacted particularly 
upon the area to the west, more than the east. Much of this is articulated mud-
brick and must have resulted from the collapse of a large east-west wall in the 
south (possibly 19). This continued into the west of Trench 30. For the 
remainder, the trench was covered with mud-brick, decomposed brick and the 
usual debris. Amongst this part of a falcon-headed sphinx (Figure 8a) was 
discovered close to the surface.  Of particular note is the lack of intrusive pits 
in Trench 34. This is remarkable as there was significant pitting in Trench 36 
to the south and in Trench 25 to the north-east. 
 
Most prolific amongst the objects found in Trench 34 were small offering 
bowls. Twenty-nine complete or reconstructable bowls were found in context 
42 alone. Small braziers and offering stands were also amongst the votive 
deposits. There were six large storage jars: four in the channel and two beneath 
the column foundation. The northernmost jar in the channel (Figure 7c) is 
decorated in red with the figures of a long-legged bird, a pair of scales and 
what resembles a mathematical notation, plus other unidentifiable signs. As 
well as the sphinx statue, a decorated block from the temple wall was 
recovered: it preserves part of a leg of a god painted blue, part of a lion's tail 
from a garment and the lower shaft and base of a was-sceptre. Eighteen ostraka 
were found.  Other small finds include a scarab inscribed with ankh em maat in 
the same context as votive miniature vessels (41; Figure 6b), a broken Anubis 
amulet and a flint arrowhead from one of the jars in the channel. Of interest 
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was the amount of copper alloy found associated with fragments of small 
ceramic crucibles. 
 
The pottery permits the dating of the various phases of activity to be 
determined. The red-coated, necked jar with a wide shoulder and tapering 
lower body (Figure 7b), which was found leaning against the lower silo and 
buried in fill associated with its building, finds its closest parallels in Dynasties 
XXI–XXIII.13 The deep bowls with inflected contours (Figure 6b) found 
within the packing (41) upon which the late wall and column were constructed 
are of a form that derives from the New Kingdom prototypes and which 
continue into early Dynasty XXVI.14 The small flat-based bowls (Figure 6b) 
found in the same context are common from just before Dynasty XXV.15  
These dates indicate development and use of the area throughout the Third 
Intermediate Period into the early Late Period. Possibly of the latter date are 
also the large jars and their lids buried in the channel (Figure 7c): the jars 
derive in form from New Kingdom 'meat jars' and are encountered throughout 
the Third Intermediate Period until Dynasty XXVII;16 the lids find parallels 
from Dynasties XXV–XXVII.17 
 
Trench 36 (Figure 3; excavators Gillian Bowen and Colin Hope)  
 

Trench 36 is located south of Trench 34 and east of Trench 33, and abuts the 
exterior wall of Trench 6. Its boundaries are three walls common with those 
trenches and a southern, east-west wall (9) that continues into Trench 33, 
where it forms the southern wall of that room also. Due to time constraints 
work focused on the western part of the trench.  The surface of Trench 36 was 
badly pitted; this exposed four different floor levels (6, 13, 16 and 21) but 
whether they are all to be considered separate or layers within one floor is 
uncertain. There was no evidence of the collapse encountered in Trench 34, 
supporting the suggestion that this derives from wall 19 in Trench 34.  Work 
was conducted here in order to establish the relationship between structures in 
Trenches 33 and 34 and especially those of the Old Kingdom. 
 
The earliest structures in Trench 36 are two east-west red-brick walls, which 
are built upon a sandy deposit with some decomposed brick; the base of the 
wall on the north (36) is circa 20 cm lower than that on the south (34). These 
walls are aligned with the Old Kingdom walls revealed in Trench 33 (12 and 
17) (Plate 12).  The deposit on which they were built contained ceramics of the 
local handmade tradition. A roughly semi-circular, mud-brick wall (37), a 
single brick wide, was also built upon the sandy deposit; it abuts the north wall 
(36).  Its foundation is about 25 cm above the base of that wall.  
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A dense grey-clay packing filled the area between walls (36) and (37), and red-
clay packing was laid above this; it extended from the top of wall (36) to wall 
(34). The deposit above wall (34) was red clay containing numerous small 
potsherds; the same sequence occurred in Trench 33 between and over its 
earliest walls and represents deliberate packing. A grey-clay floor was laid 
above this (16); this can also be observed also in Trench 33. A yellow-brick 
structure (7) was built on top of red clay in the north-west butting north wall 
(3/19). Its purpose is unknown, but it is part of a building phase that employed 
yellow bricks and which includes the north (3/19 = Trench 33, 7), south (9/22 
= Trench 33, 2) and west (4 = Trench 33, 6) walls, and a wall (35) on the west 
of Trench 33. The grey-clay floor was contemporary with this building. 
 
The wall (4) dividing Trenches 33 and 36 was built over the lowest of the 
compact earth floors (16) that once covered Trench 36. Another hard floor (13) 
was then laid above it; this also once covered the entire trench but was cut 
through by extensive pits, especially in the south. An unusual feature was 
found in the south-west quadrant above the potsherd deposit (27) over the top 
of wall (34). It comprised a circular area of extremely dense grey clay, roughly 
55 cm in diameter, surrounded by potsherds and intact bowls set on edge (29; 
Plate 13). The intact bowls are of the same types as others found in the fill 
contexts (41–2) in Trench 34. This feature was at the base of a pit cut through 
floor surface (13) and was filled by the earlier floor (16); its purpose is 
unknown.  More offering bowls were retrieved from a deposit over this pit.  
 
At this stage also, two large storage jars similar to those found in Trench 34, 
were purposely set into the floor in the north of the trench.  One is due east of 
structure (7) and the other was placed 25 cm to the south of that structure 
(Plate 13). The base of the latter is on the same level as the top of wall (36). It 
was held in place by a roughly-laid packing of mud bricks and sections of 
pottery bread dishes set within a pit, which was cut through floor (16). The 
upper floor (13) was packed around this vessel and over its pit. Only the lower 
half of the jar to the east of structure (7) survives; it was not lifted but the 
packing inside was removed and it is estimated that it was laid at the same 
depth as the other jar. As these jars are at the same depth as those below the 
foundation for the column in Trench 34, it can be assumed that they are 
contemporary. Part of a third large jar is visible in the eastern part of Trench 
36 near to the south wall, set into floor surface (13). 
 
The latest floor laid in this area (6) appears to have covered the entire area and 
concealed the jar south of the feature in the north-east corner (7).  It extends up 
to the doorways into Trenches 33 and 34; at some stage after this the doorway 
into 33 was blocked. This floor is at the same level as the latest floor in Trench 
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34 that is contemporary with the column. As with Trenches 30 and 34, the 
features at the east were cut through for the construction of the building in 
Trench 6.  
 
Amongst the objects retrieved from Trench 36, perhaps the most impressive 
are the section from the lower right of a statue of a kneeling male figure in 
sandstone, probably a fecundity figure (36/9; Figure 8b and Plate 14a), the true 
upper right portion of a small sandstone stela (36/8; Plate 14b) and a pictorial 
ostrakon (36/25; Plate 14c). The stela is decorated and inscribed in incised 
technique with the seated figure of a male deity facing right, wearing the white 
crown, behind whom is a cobra-headed goddess. Below, part of a single line of 
hieroglyphic inscription survives with the end of a cartouche followed by '… 
given life, [beloved of] Seth, the great god …'. The ostrakon preserves a cobra 
facing right wearing the red crown and with wings outstretched in front, upon 
a papyrus column; behind it is written men-kheper-re but not in a cartouche, 
and there is a wadjet-eye on the upper right. The decoration is executed in 
black with the body of the cobra coloured red. Also from the area were eight 
Demotic ostraka (34/1–5, 10, 11 and 13); two small shabti figures (36/12, 14) 
were also found.  
 
III:  South-west corner of the Temenos (Figure 4) 
 
Archaeological investigations in the southeast corner of the Temenos 
continued the work of previous seasons with small-scale excavation being 
undertaken in Trench 28 and the commencement of a new excavation area 
located immediately to the east, Trench 35. 
 
Trench 28 (Figure 5; excavator Wendy Dolling)  
 

Excavation of Trench 28 commenced in 2008 aiming to determine the date of a 
series of mud brick walls partially preserved at surface level and clarify the 
nature of activity carried out in this part of the Temenos enclosure.  Trench 28 
measures 12 x 13 m and at the completion of the 2008 season a yellow-brown 
mud-brick structure (Building 1) was revealed occupying the entire area. A 
series of small rectangular spaces were identified within this building, the 
function of which remained unclear.  It also became apparent that Building 1 
was built on top of a thick layer of compacted mud and clay packing. This 
packing was excavated to base level in two rooms, numbers 2 and 3, during 
2008 and was found to overly a horizon of crushed but relatively complete 
ceramic vessels. These vessels were surrounded by and rested upon a layer of 
loose silt and clay. In addition, structural elements including a brick wall or 
possible platform and a stone basin were located beneath the packing, clearly 
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belonging to an occupational phase predating the construction of Building 1.  
Ceramic material from the packing layer and the underlying deposits suggested 
that Building 1 was constructed during the early Roman Period.  
 
In 2009 excavation in Rooms 2 and 3 continued with the clearance of silt and 
clay fill unexcavated in 2008. This process revealed several mud brick features 
relating to the structural phases discussed above. A series of abutting east-west 
and north-south orientated walls or platforms were exposed forming part of a 
structure which, on the basis of ceramic evidence, can be tentatively assigned 
to the Ptolemaic Period, or possibly slightly earlier. The walls are constructed 
from mud bricks varying in colour from yellow-brown to reddish-brown, 
bonded with mud mortar and are preserved to a maximum of three courses. 
The north-south section of mud bricks (26 and 72) runs in a continuous line 
beneath the two rooms and extends to the north beyond the excavation cut.  
This wall or possible brick platform is built on top of a layer of clay packing 
without any visible foundation trench.  An east-west line of bricks butts against 
the east face of the northern end of this wall and is preserved to a maximum of 
two courses (78). This probable wall continues beyond the limit of the 
excavation area to the east and is also built on top of a layer of clay without 
any discernable foundation trench. These two features seem to represent one 
construction phase being comparable in brick colour, size and construction 
technique.  In contrast, running parallel to context 78, at the southern limit of 
the excavated area, is a mud brick wall with a clearly cut foundation trench.  
Four courses of bricks are set down into the foundation cut and a maximum of 
three courses are preserved above. The length and southern face of this 
structure are beyond the excavation area but it appears to be a major structural 
wall. The southern end of the north-south wall or platform (72) butts against 
the face of this wall (42) and so probably post-dates its construction, though 
the time gap may not be significant. 
 
The limits in terms of length and full width of each of these brick walls or 
platforms lie beyond the excavation area so that only part of the wall length 
and one face have been exposed. No evidence for wall plaster was evident and 
no distinct floor levels were preserved in association with the walls.  It is 
possible that the small space exposed to the north and east of the walls is in 
fact an external space. As such, the function of this building cannot be 
determined at present. As discussed above, ongoing excavation had revealed 
these structures to be built on top of compacted clay fill (74 and 77). A portion 
of this packing was excavated to a depth of circa 60 cm at which point it was 
found to overlie another mud-brick feature (80). Only a small portion of an 
upper course of bricks was exposed so that the nature of this feature is 
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uncertain. It does appear to pass beneath, and presumably predates, the 
exposed potentially Ptolemaic structure.   
 
At present at least two and possibly three occupational phases are evidenced 
within Trench 28. The most recent is the Roman Period structure, Building 1, 
which is built over an earlier potentially Ptolemaic structure. This earlier 
building was either deliberately destroyed or had fallen into disuse prior to the 
construction of Building 1 as only the lowest courses of the brick walls were 
preserved. There is also the presence of a poorly defined brick structure 
underlying both of these structures and possibly relating to yet an earlier 
construction phase. The nature of activity carried out in all these structures 
remains uncertain. Though no material culture is preserved that directly relates 
to the occupation of Building 1, it is apparent that significant archaeological 
deposits dating to the earlier occupation phase remain in situ. Further 
investigation in the area is therefore likely to enhance our understanding of this 
occupation. A similarly complex building sequence has been revealed in 
Trenches 11 and 22 to the south. 
 
Trench 35 (Figure 5; excavator Wendy Dolling)  
 

This trench area measures 11 x 7 m and is located immediately to the east of 
Trench 28 (Plate 15). Preliminary surface clearance was undertaken here in 
2008 exposing the upper surface of several mud-brick walls that were then felt 
to potentially relate to Building 1. During 2009, excavation of this area 
continued with several layers of accumulated sandy fill and rubble being 
removed to expose a series of ceramic emplacements including a ceramic oven 
(34), ceramic storage bins (12 and 38) and pot emplacements (17, 61 and 64).  
At least one wall (59) and possibly another (13) were truncated during the 
insertion of the oven.  Both these walls were only partially exposed during the 
2009 excavation season and their date remains uncertain. Together the 
emplacements represent a relatively late period of activity, potentially in an 
exterior or lightly roofed area, used for cooking and/or storage and limited to 
the western area of the trench. Material culture from the rubble fill overlying 
and surrounding these features falls within a date range of Late Period to Late 
Roman. Though the ceramic material is still being analysed the relative 
infrequency of material post-dating the Roman Period suggests that the space 
was utilised during the Roman occupation phase. A north-south orientated, 
narrow and poorly-preserved wall (5) was also revealed. Built over fill 
deposits containing ceramic material ranging from the Ptolemaic to the Roman 
Period, this wall stands in isolation from other structural elements but seems to 
form a limit on the eastern side of the emplacements. Along with the ceramic 
evidence, the position of this wall suggests it is contemporary with these 
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emplacements. In addition, in the south-west corner of the trench a more 
substantial north-south orientated wall (3) is butted by an east-west wall (4).  
The latter was built over compacted clay fill, (46) discussed below, which also 
places it in the later, probably Roman, phase of occupation. The foundation 
level of the north-south wall (3), running along the western edge of the trench, 
was not exposed so that its construction date remains uncertain. The west face 
of this wall directly butts against the east wall of Building 1. 
 
Given the limited amount of time available, two test areas became the focus of 
excavation. At the northern end of the trench excavation exposed a series of 
walls (27, 30 and 54); these were only partially cleared. There are also several 
intrusive pits in this area that seem to post-date occupation of the preserved 
structures and may be relatively modern. Though more excavation is required, 
at this point the majority of the ceramics recovered, including several complete 
vessels, consists of domestic forms dating from the Ptolemaic to the Late 
Roman Period. As all recovered material originated from rubble deposits, 
however, it is not possible to tell if the structural elements are contemporary 
with the ceramics or date to an earlier occupation phase.  
 
The second cut was in the southeast quadrant of the trench. Excavation here 
exposed several layers of ceramic rich fill (40, 41 and 46). Differentiation of 
the individual layers was not clear and they may in fact represent one 
depositional phase. The majority of the ceramics recovered from this fill dates 
to the Ptolemaic Period, though there was some Roman and possibly Islamic 
material in the upper levels. The formation process leading to the deposition of 
this vast amount of material remains unclear. Possible explanations include 
deliberate destruction, structural collapse or possibly a purposeful deposition 
of fill to create a level surface probably occurring in the Roman Period.  
Beneath this fill was a compacted clay and fragmentary brick deposit (47 and 
48). This deposit was reminiscent of the clay packing underlying Building 1 in 
Trench 28. Time constraints meant that only a portion of this packing could be 
excavated, but during this process, portions of two early walls were exposed 
(52 and 53). The ceramic evidence, nature of the surrounding fill and depth of 
excavation suggest that these walls are contemporary with the series of brick 
walls exposed in Trench 28 during 2009 and therefore potentially date to the 
Ptolemaic period. An intact Bes-pot (35/106; Figure 9) of the Ptolemaic Period 
was excavated lying against the exposed face of the most northerly wall in this 
part of the trench (53). It is of interest that similar vessels representing Bes, 
intact and fragmentary, were recovered from comparable archaeological strata 
in Trench 28 during the 2008 season (Plate 16). In addition, during the 2006 
excavation of Trench 22, south-east of Trench 35, structural elements and 
deposits pointing to Ptolemaic occupational activity were identified. These 
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archaeological features had been partially destroyed and buried beneath a later 
Roman Period construction and occupation. As such there is increasing 
evidence for extensive Ptolemaic and Roman Period activity over much of the 
south-east corner of the temenos enclosure.  
 
Summary and Conclusions 
 
The results of the 2009 excavation season have greatly increased our 
understanding of the sequence of activities at Mut el-Kharab. It is now clear 
that the first major occupation occurred during the Old Kingdom; this has been 
indicated previously by the discovery of ceramics of that period at various 
parts of the site in the lowest strata. In 2008 the first remains of mud-brick 
architecture were unearthed in the western part of Trench 32, and the 
discoveries this season indicate that brick structures of the period extend for an 
area of at least 50 m east-west, from Trench 33 to 29.  These buildings overlie 
substantial sand deposits, as indicated in Trenches 13 and 25, in which a few 
sherds of possible Early Dynastic Period date have also been found.18 The 
precise function of the Old Kingdom structures is unknown, but the occurrence 
of hearths and pot emplacements in Trench 29 and ash deposits in 25, 13 and 2 
indicate domestic activity. The remains of a possible stone-paved structure in 
Trench 29 indicates, however, a building of some importance there.  
Associated ceramics are dominated by handmade bowls of varying depths 
made in local fabrics, the shape and surface treatment of which resembles that 
of the indigenous late Sheikh Muftah Cultural Unit. Together with this is a 
much smaller quantity of typical Nile Valley forms, including some bread 
moulds, jars and especially carinated bowls of the Meidum bowl family. Some 
of the latter resemble early examples while some are of types known to 
continue into the late Old Kingdom; however, most noticeable by their absence 
are any forms made in dark red slipped and polished/burnished fabrics, the 
range of which is so common at sites throughout Dakhleh occupied during 
Dynasty VI. Most of the Meidum bowls from the site are imports, made in a 
Valley marl fabric. The detailed analysis of the assemblage has yet to be 
undertaken, but provisionally it might be suggested that the majority dates to 
Dynasties IV–V. If this is confirmed, then Mut el-Kharab may have been 
settled during the initial phase of Egyptian annexation and colonization of 
Dakhleh Oasis which was underway in early Dynasty IV, as shown by the 
inscriptions recording expeditions in the reigns of Khufu and Djedefre found 
beyond Dakhleh.19 Its occupants were a combination of Nile Valley Egyptians 
who represented and maintained the interests of the administration there and 
locals with a material culture related to that of the Sheikh Muftah Cultural 
Unit.20 
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It is currently perplexing that no remains of structures have been found 
following this until the Third Intermediate Period, as textual and ceramic data 
from Dynasties XI and XVIII–XXII has been discovered at the site.21 These 
show the veneration first of Igai and then Seth and Amun at Mut el-Kharab.  It 
is probably from Dynasties XXI–XXV that the next structures date, on the 
basis of associated ceramic data.22 They comprise the two silos and 
surrounding buildings found between 2008 and 2009 in Trenches 30, 33, 34 
and 36: certain ceramic forms from this area are identical to those found below 
the pavement in the outer room (1) of the structure in Trench 6 which were 
with others clearly of Dynasty XXV. The so-called Smaller Dakhleh Stela 
purchased in the vicinity of Mut el-Kharab documents offerings to the cult of 
Seth in the reign of Piankhy,23 and vast deposits of discarded pottery ranging 
in date from the New Kingdom to Dynasty XXV occur over the temple area on 
the west in Trenches 6 and 9, and on the east from Trench 5 to 24, extending 
under the north-south wall east of Trenches 8 and 17; in Trench 8 the deposit is 
1.88 m deep.  It is of interest to note that this material does underlie the area 
occupied by the remains of the temple building, which is directly above sand 
deposits of the Old Kingdom. 
 
The inscriptional material of Dynasty XI and some of that from the New 
Kingdom to Third Intermediate Period has been recovered reused in floors of 
the suite of rooms and connecting corridor that occur in Trenches 18, 21 and 
30, of which the lower walls below the floor in the inner room (2) of Trench 6 
probably once formed a part.  It is uncertain whether the structure to which the 
column belonged was integral to this development. They were constructed 
after the silos and associated features in Trenches 30, 33, 34 and 36 were filled 
with clay packing, but extensive robbing and disturbance in the area makes it 
as yet impossible to determine a date for this phase.  A terminus ante quem is 
provided by the construction of the building in Trench 6, the rear wall of which 
cuts through all structures to its immediate west, and the north wall of which 
overlies part of the paved corridor in Trench 21; its paved floor is 
approximately 61 cm higher than that of the corridor.  Within the outer room 
of this building a well-preserved decorated and inscribed block was found of 
the reign of Psamtek I;24 this has been thought to indicate that the building was 
erected during his reign. Other fragments in the same style have been found 
within the vicinity.  Unfortunately, this discovery cannot be regarded as firm 
evidence of the date of the construction of this building as the actual original 
placement of these pieces is unknown. Similarly, discoveries within Trench 18 
do not assist in determining the date of construction of this complex.  Below 
the base of the walls in its north-east corner the remains of a wooden box were 
found containing various moulds for the manufacture of inlays for a large 
winged, falcon-headed figure, presumably of Seth. With these were a 
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Ptolemaic coin and a faience plaque with the name Psamtek, which is probably 
a foundation plaque. At a slightly higher level was a deposit of Demotic 
ostraka several of which derive from a small archive of the late Ptolemaic 
Period. As no original floor was preserved in this room the date of deposit of 
all of this material is uncertain.25 
  
Other inscribed material ranging in date from Dynasty XVIII (Thutmose III) to 
the Ptolemaic Period, the majority of which is of the New Kingdom to Dynasty 
XXVI, has been found in disturbed contexts across the area where the temple 
of Seth once stood. This is defined now by the two north-south stone walls and 
their foundations: on the west in Trenches 4 and 32, and on the east from 
Trench 24 to 29. They define an area of 16 m east-west and the remains of the 
east wall extend 24 m in length.  Little of the temple survives above foundation 
level; the central parts of the structure were set upon a mud-brick foundation 
throughout supported by brick walls. Unfortunately, once again, because of 
extensive damage to the building it is currently impossible to suggest a date for 
the construction of the surviving remains.  As noted above, they are set directly 
above deposits containing Old Kingdom ceramics, but this may simply 
indicate that traces of any pre-existing structures were completely removed 
before this one was erected, rather than indicating that they are from the 
earliest temple, which would be extremely unlikely given the date of 
surrounding buildings. The large exterior wall of the site, the outer temenos, 
can be shown on the basis of associated ceramics to have been erected by 
Dynasty XXVII.26 
 
There is even some evidence to indicate that these surviving elements might 
represent the latest temple and that it was of the Roman period. Embedded 
within the lower part of the brick platform due east of the east stone wall in 
Trench 16 were ceramics of the first or second century CE.27 This brick 
platform extends east to the wall against which Trenches 8 and 17 are placed, 
and north through Trench 15 into Trench 29 and under the rectangular building 
to its immediate north-east. This building is approximately the same 
dimensions as one in the very south-east of the temenos (Trenches 11, 19 and 
22), which is cut through a sequence of structures datable from the Late Period 
to the Ptolemaic Period.28 Excavations in this area and to the west in Trenches 
28, 31 and 35 have revealed significant development of this corner of the 
temenos in the first centuries of Roman occupation.  In addition, the building 
of Trench 28 also resembles in size and layout that to its south-east (Trenches 
11, 19 and 22), one in the north-west corner (Trench 26) and several others 
that await investigation. Only a few decorated blocks of Roman Period date 
have been located, however; the same applies for the Ptolemaic Period, but 
activity of that era is well-attested by Demotic ostraka, and these show the 
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continued veneration of Seth, alongside Amun and other major deities. The 
cult of Seth flourished in Dakhleh well into the Roman Period as evidence 
from Ismant el-Kharab (ancient Kellis), for example, documents.   
 
The date of the destruction of the temple at Mut el-Kharab is, again, unknown.  
Overlying its remains are, above the east wall of the temple, a narrow mud-
brick, north-south wall (40 cm wide) with a compact earth floor on its west, on 
which are sandstone paving slabs; the latter occur in Trenches 27, 29 and 
possibly 5, while others occur in Trench 32 against the outer wall of Trench 6.  
If this distribution of paving slabs does represent the extent of this building 
then it was substantial. Unfortunately, the contemporaneity of all of these 
sandstone paving blocks cannot be proved; those in Trench 32 are 42 cm 
below the paving in Trench 6 while those in 27 and 29 are 1.47–1.66 m below.  
On the other hand, the remains of the paving presumed to belong to the temple 
is 1.35–1.42 m below that point. The brick wall has been exposed for the same 
length as the east wall of the temple. Ceramics and other material confirm 
activity during the IV–VIIth centuries CE, or slightly later, and again during 
the Mamluk Period, but this is all from disturbed contexts. 
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Figure 2.   Mut el-Kharab: Plan of Trenches 6, 18, 21, 25, 30 and 32.
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Figure 2a.   Mut el-Kharab, Main Temple: plan of remains (detail).
 Shading indicates surviving stone elements.
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Figure 2b.   Mut el-Kharab, Main Temple: plan of remains (detail / joining Figure 2a). 
 Shading indicates stone wall with superimposed brick wall.
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Figure 3.   Plan of Trenches 30 (south), 33, 34 and 36 superimposed brick wall.
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Figure 4.   Plan of the south-east corner of the Temple temenos.
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Figure 5.   Mut el-Kharab: plan of Trenches 28 and 35.
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Figure 6.   (a) Local hand-made vessel from Trench 29 (81).
 (b) Vessels and scarab from Trench 34 (41).
 (c) Vessels from Trench 34 (42).
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Figure 7.   (a) Three bowls from Trench 34 (50).
 (b) Jar from Trench 34 (63) on (65).
 (c) Large decorated jar from the north end of the channel in Trench 34  
       with lid of the type found in fragments within the jar.
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Figure 8b.   Part of a kneeling fecundity fi gure from Trench 36.  

Figure 8a.   Part of a falcon-headed sphinx from Trench 34.
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Plate 1.   Trench 29 looking south: possible remains of the early pavement on Old  
 Kingdom strata and against Old Kingdom walls. 

Figure 9.   Bes vase from Trench 35.
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Plate 2.   Trench 29 looking east: hearth and pot emplacements in Old Kingdom strata.

Plate 3.   Trench 29 (looking south-west): brick foundation (lower right) upon which 
 the large brick structure to the north is constructed; centre: the wall from the
 late building and its associated pavement; right: western Old Kingdom wall.
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Plate 4.   Trench 32 (looking south): remains of the stone wall upon yellow   
 sand foundation, remains of pavement to the east and recessed doorway.

Plate 5.   Trench 32 (looking south): Old Kingdom wall cut back for the foundation  
 of the stone wall; above the wall is redeposited earth and then sand. 
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Plate 6.   Trench 32 (looking south-east): the stone doorway.

Plate 7.   Trench 32 (looking south-east): remains of pavement and stone doorway.
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Plate 8.   Trenches 30 and 34 (looking south): lower silo (rear right), upper silo 
 and packing (foreground), channel (upper left) and column emplacement 
 (upper centre); with scale.

Plate 9.
Trench 34 (looking south): 
channel with the central and 
southern jars buried in the fl oor.
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Plate 10.   Trench 34 (looking north-east): votive deposit of pottery.

Plate 11.   Trench 34 (looking east): upper silo and channel, column emplacement  
 with vessel below and packing over lower silo.
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Plate 12.   Trenches 33, 34 and 36 (looking north-east): Old Kingdom wall from  
 33 into 36 and column emplacement in 34 (centre rear).

Plate 13.   Trench 36 (looking north): jar set into fl oor and ceramic-lined feature.
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(a)   Fecundity fi gure.

Left:
(b)   Stela fragment.

Above:
(c)   Pictorial ostrakon.

Plate 14.   Objects from Trench 36:
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Plate 15.   Trenches 28 and 35 (looking west).

Plate 16.   Bes vases from Mut el-Kharab: from Tench 8 (left), from Trench 35   
 (second from right).
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