
Meet our 2021 3MT® Finalists
Matthew Holden
Faculty of Arts
Title: The Translator’s Visibility: Ethics, subjectivity and the task of the
translator in the 21st century
Matt Holden worked as a journalist for more than 20 years, but his
passion is the politics and culture of 1960s and 1970s Italy. His
research explores the ethics of translating the writing of someone who
fought for political change using violence.

Ahmad Junaidi
Faculty of Education
Title: English Student Teachers' Appropriation of Scientific Concepts
Ahmad Junaidi was born and raised in Lombok Island, Indonesia. He
has worked extensively in alternative education efforts for
disadvantaged regions in many parts of the island, mobilizing his
student teachers from Universitas Mataram, the university he teaches
at. He is passionate about critical English teacher education.

Shibani Veeraragavan
Faculty of Engineering
Title: Self-driving cars in the body: Understanding how sperm swim
Shibani Veeraragavan is a final year PhD student supervised by Dr
Prabhakar Ranganathan and Dr Reza Nosrati in the Department of
Mechanical and Aerospace engineering. Her work involves using
principles of physics to create an understanding of how sperm swim.



Karuna Veeramani
IITB-Monash Research Academy
Title: Let us flow towards a safer tomorrow...
Ms Karuna Veeramani is an IITB-Monash PhD student jointly supervised
by Prof Anil Kumar (Department of Chemistry, IITB) and Prof Neil
Cameron (Department of Materials Science and Engineering, Monash
University). Her PhD research focuses on the design, synthesis and
intensification of safer, efficient and sustainable routes to chemical
synthesis through continuous flow chemistry. As a post graduate in

pharmaceutical medicinal chemistry and a doctoral research scholar in continuous flow
technology, she aspires to contribute to the development of scalable methodologies for drug
discovery and synthesis in future.

Sara Jafarbeiki
Faculty of Information Technology
Title: Who reads your life story!?
Sara Jafarbeiki is a Ph.D. (Computer Science) student at Monash
University researching applied cryptography. She is passionate about
education, security, and privacy. Her research is in cybersecurity,
designing and developing protocols for storing and managing genomic
data securely and efficiently.

Leavides Cabarrubias
Faculty of Law
Title: Locating Women's Right to Food in Development Work
Leavides Domingo – Cabarrubias is currently in her second year PhD at
the Monash University Faculty of Law. Her research is concerned with the
integration of gender equality and human rights framework in the policies
and practices of international finance institutions, with focus on the Asian
Development Bank (ADB). She is passionate about social justice, human
rights, and gender equality. She is a feminist lawyer and human rights

activist in the Philippines, where she finished her Master of Arts in Women and Development
Studies, graduating on top of her class.



Julian O'Shea
Monash Art, Design and Architecture (MADA)
Title: Vehicle for Change
Julian O'Shea is an award-winning designer and engineer undertaking
research to develop innovative forms of sustainable transport. He has set
Guinness World Records in sustainable travel including a 4,800+ km rail
journey across China, and has built a solar-powered tuk tuk that he drove
across Australia.

Penny Whiley
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences
Title: Very 'Importin' Proteins make Very Important People!
Penny Whiley is a 2nd year PhD candidate in the Centre for
Reproductive Health (CRH) at the Hudson Institute of Medical
Research. She is passionate about learning how cells in the testis
communicate to produce healthy sperm. Specifically, identifying
molecular switches that can be affected by chemicals and
medications, making the testis vulnerable to infertility and testicular
cancer. In her spare time, Penny enjoys being outdoors, mountain

biking, playing softball, and spending time with her husband and 2 children.

Min Yee Chow
Monash University Malaysia
Title: A KISS that Drives Brain Tumour Aggressive
Min Yee is a second-year PhD student from Brain Research Institute
(BRIMS), Monash University Malaysia, working under the supervision
of Prof Ishwar Parhar, A/Prof Dr Tomoko Soga & Dr Jeyanthy
Eswaran. She has a strong interest in cancer-related research, and
hopes that the findings of her research will bring new hope for cancer
patients!



Sam Moustafa
Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Science
Title: Personalised Medicine: The Future of Prescribing
Sam Moustafa obtained his B. Pharm from Monash University. He
works as a consultant pharmacist and the associate clinical director at
MyDNA Life, a genetic testing and interpretation clinical service in
Australia. Sam is currently in the final year of his PhD at the Centre for
Medicine Use and Safety, Monash University. His research focuses on
the translation of pharmacogenomics into clinical practice with a

particular interest in psychotropic medicines. Sam is also an invited speaker and educator on
the clinical implementation of pharmacogenomics to medical and allied health professionals.

Angus Rogers
Faculty of Science
Title: The hottest party in the world
“I have always loved big questions in science, and understanding how our
planet operates is a pretty awesome question to try to answer. I believe
scientists have a duty to make research accessible - luckily for me, I also love
educating!”

Brain Haskins
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences - Wildcard
Winner
Title: A Race Against Time
Brian is a PhD Scholar researching “Optimisation of first responders
for out-of-hospital cardiac arrest in Victoria, Australia” with the
Pre-hospital Emergency Care Australia and New Zealand (PEC-ANZ)
NHMRC-funded centre of research excellence, in the School of Public
Health and Preventive Medicine. He is passionate about teaching the

public CPR and defibrillation and is currently developing community placement opportunities
for Monash paramedic students to teach CPR to local schools and community groups. Brian
is an advanced paramedic and paramedic educator with over 20 years of experience in
healthcare organisations in the UAE, USA, Ireland, and Australia. He is currently a part-time
Paramedic Lecturer with the Department of Paramedicine at Monash University.


