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ABORIGINAL  ORIENTATION  YEAR  PLANNED
Monash Council  has approved  in principle a proposal that the University institute a special orientation year for

mature Aboriginal students to ®nabl® them to proceed to undorgraduat® studios.

The scheme  is  still in the embryo  stage and  a great
deal of work is required before it can be finalised and
implemented.  However,  it now has the support of the
Arts   Faculty   Board,   the   Professorial   Board   and
Council.

In  its  recommendation to  Council,  the  Professorial
Board  pointed  out  that  the  scheme  had  been  widely
canvassed  and  was  strongly  supported  by  Aboriginal
groups and agencies, as well as appropriate government
bodies.

The Board went on to say that the scheme would be
externally   funded   and   separately   staffed;   that   the
content and nature of the course was designed for the
university  environment;  and  that  the  external  support
was  directed  to  the  course  being  implemented  by  a
university.    No    similar    courses    were    offered    or
foreshadowed elsewhere in Victoria.

The idea of an orientation year for Aborigines arose
out  of  discussions  and  consultations  initiated  by  Mr
Colin    Bourke,    former    Director    of   the    Monash
Aboriginal  Research  Centre,  then  pursued  further  by
the   Monash   departments   of   History,   English   and
Anthropology and Sociology.

It  aims  to  "break  out  of  a  cycle  of  educational
disadvantage at the tertiary level by improving mature
Aboriginal    students'    prospects    of    successfully
completing  undergraduate  degrees."  It  is  specifically
hoped that this will lead to an increase in the number of
Aboriginal teachers and lawyers in the community.

(Further details of the proposal will be published in
August Monash Reporter.)

DEPARTMENT CHANGES NAME
Council has approved legislation changing the riame

of  the  department  of  Russian  to  the  department  of
Slavic Languages.

The change follows a review of the department by a
committee    of    chairmen    of   departments    and    a
subsequent   recommendation   by   the   Board   of   the
Faculty of Arts. It was pointed out that the department
currently teaches Serbo-Croation and also offers some
studies of Polish linguistics.

$48,700 GIFT TO UNIVERSITY
Council at its July meeting expressed its appreciation

of a further generous gift totalling $48,700 by Mrs Vera
Moore,  who for several years has supported a number
of causes in the University.

Of  her  latest  donation,  $20,000  goes  to  the  Vera
Moore Starseekers Creativity Program in the Krongold
Centre;   $8,500   towards   the   projected   1983   Brahms
Festival   (first  payment   of  a  total  gift  of  $25,OcO);
$20,coo for a curriculum/education officer in Economic
and Commercial Education, Faculty of Education; and
$2cO to the Library Appeal Fund.

ACTING APPOINTNENTS
The  Deputy  Comptroller,  Mr  Ian Tate,  has  left on

long service leave and will be absent from the University
until Tuesday, October 19. In his absence, Mr Maurice
Butler will be Acting Deputy Comptroller, and Mr Max
Robinson Acting Manager, ADP.

VALUAI}LE LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS
Monash Library has recently acquired-through the

generosity of a member of Council-two important and
valuable books  in  the  history of chemistry.  They are:
Hlements of Chemistry (1735), by Hermann Boerhaave,
and Lectures (1803), by Joseph Black.

The   University   Librarian,    Mr   Brian   Southwell,
comments:

"Hermann   Boerhaave   was   one   of   the   leading

physicians and chemists of his time. He was professor of
medicine and chemistry at Leyden,  where he attracted
students from all parts of Europe. It is a measure of the
interest  he  aroused that this translation of `Elements'
was  published  only  three  years  after  publication,  in
Latin, of the original book.

"Joseph Black was an influential figure in medicine
and, especially,  chemistry,  and held chairs at Glasgow
and Edinburgh. He published very little, but MS copies
of his lecture notes circulated widely, and were collected
and published as his Lectures in  1803,  after his death.

"Both  books  are  from  the  collection  of Sir  Robert
Price,  former chairman of CSIRO, who has sold them
to the Library for just half their assessed yslu,e."

MEDICINE FACULTY LECTURE
Dr Alan F.  Williams will deliver a Medicine Faculty

Lecture at the Alfred Hospital on Wednesday, August
4,  on  the  topic  "Cell  surfaces  and  the  evolution  of
immunity".

Dr  Williams  is  Director  of  the  Medicine  Research
Council's Cellular Immunology Unit at the Sir William
Dunn School of Pathology, University of Oxford. He is
currently Smith, Kline and French Visiting Professor in
the Monash department of Pathology and Immunology.

He will speak in the Lecture Theatre at the Monash
Medical School at 5.15 p.in.



CONSERVATION MINISTER TO SPEAK
The    Victorian    Minister    for    Conservation    and

Planning, Mr Evan Walker, will be guest speaker at the
next Monash Business Lunch arranged by the Centre for
Continuing Education on Friday,  August 6.  His topic
will   be:    "Urban   planning  rand   regional   shopping
centres' ' .

This will be the second in a series of business lunches
sponsored  by  CCE  as  part  of  its   `Update'  business
training program.  It will be held at Normanby House,
beginning at 12.45 p.in. Members of the University are
invited to attend-at S15  a head.  Phone ext.  3718  for
reservations.

GUIDE TO MICROCOMPUTERS
"Choosing a Microcomputer" is the topic of a two-

day   program   to   be   held   at   Normanby   House   by
Psicomp  Pty.  Ltd.  in  association  with  the  Centre  for
Continuing  Education  on  July  28-29.  The  fee  is  $95.
Further  information  from  CCE,  exts.  3717,  3718,  or
3707.

ENGINEERING SEMINARS, COLLOQUIA
Dr  Paul  Torgerson,  Dean  of Engineering,  Virginia

Polytechnic  Institute  and  State  University,  USA,  will
speak on ` `The current crisis in engineering education in
the USA" in the department of Mechanical Engineering
on Wednesday,  July 28.

The  seminar  will  begin  at  9  a.in.   in  Room  203,
Engineering Building 5.  (Inquiries:  ext.  3545.)

***

Professor  8.  Hutchinson,  University  of  Waterloo,
Canada,  will  address  an  Engineering  Colloquium  on
"Travel    demand    models    and    contingency    table

analysis"  at  3.30  p.in.  on  July  28.  He  will  speak  in
Room  G15/1,  Engineering  Building  1.  (Inquiries:  ext.
3459.)

***

Professor   D.   Tesar,   Director   of  the   Centre   for
Intelligent   Machines    and    Robotics,    University   of
Florida,  will  give  a  Colloquium  on  "Manufacturing,
robotics and human augmentation" on Thursday, July
29.  He  will  speak  in  E4  at  3.30  p.in.  (Inquiries:  ext.
3513.)

***

Professor  Tesar  will  give  a  seminar  on  Monday,
August  2,  on  ``Engineering  manpower:  Comparative
analysis of component technologies for manufacturing
and robotics for nuclear reactor maintenance". He will
speak at 4 p.in.  in Room 203, Engineering Building 5.
(Inquiries:  ext.  3545.)

BIOLOGY IN SPACE
Dr J.  Hoh,  of the University of Sydney,  will give a

lecture on  ``Biological experiments in space"  in H5 at
7.30 p.in. on Tuesday, August 10. The lecture has been
organised   by   the   Space   Association   and   further
information may be obtained from M. James, 860 2070.

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AWARDS
Nominations  are  invited  for  the  following  awards

being offered by the Australian Academy of Science:
•The  Thomas  Ranken  Lyle  Medal   for  outstanding
achievement  in  research  in  mathematics  or  physics  in
Australia.

•The  1983  Pawsey  Medal  for  outstanding  research  in
experimental  physics  by  younger  scientists  (under  the
age of 36 at the closing date for nominations).
•The Gottschalk Medal for distinguished research in the
medical or biological sciences by younger scientists.
•The    Rudi    Lemberg    Travelling    Fellowship    for
biological  scientists,  with  special  consideration  being
given  to  those  working  in  the  fields  of  biochemistry,
conservation  and  Australian  flora.  These  fellowships
enable Australian scientists to visit scientific centres in
Australia apart from their own for periods of between
two weeks and three months.

Nominations for all of these awards should reach the
Executive  Secret,ary,  Australian  Academy  of  Science,
PO Box 783,  Canberra City, ACT, 2601  by September
30.

The  Academy  has  established  a  fund  to  facilitate
collaboration  between  Australian   scientists   and  The
Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel. Grants may be
made  in  any  field  of  the  natural  sciences  to  support
visits by local scientists to The Weizmann Institute and
vice versa. Applications may be submitted at any time to
the Academy of Science.

(Details   of  these   awards   may   be   perused   in   the
Information Office.)

RENEWABLE ENERGY LECTURE
The  title  and  venue  of  Professor  Bent  Sdrensen's

public  lecture  in  the  city  (SOUND  21-82)  have  been
changed.   He  will  now  be  speaking  at  the  National
Mutual    Centre   Auditorium,    477    Collins    St.,    on
"Renewable Energy and You".  The time and date are

unchanged.

VALLRIO GANTNER TRAVEL AWARD
Applications    are    invited    from    second    year

undergraduates in Arts or Economics and Politics for a
travel grant from the Vallejo Gantner Memorial Travel
Fund.

The  Fund  was  established  in  1970  in  memory  of
Vallejo Gantner, an Arts student who died as the result
of an accident in  1962.  It provides  for the award of a
grant  of between  $500  and  Slooo  as  an  incentive  for
undergraduates   who   possess   an   inquiring   spirit   to
enable them to travel during the long vacation in Asia,
the Pacific Islands, Africa, India, South America or any
"developing" country.

Applications should be submitted to the Registrar by
Friday, August 6.

Further   information   may   be   obtained   from   Mr
Warwick Knight in the Registrar's office (ext.  2091).

MONASH POETRY PRIZE
Entries  are  invited  for the  1982  Monash University

Prize for Poetry-valued this year at $75.
The prize is open to undergraduates of the University

and is awarded on the recommendation of the chairman
of the department of English.

Entries  must  be  the  original work  of the  candidate
and must not exceed 150 lines. They must be typed.

Closing date for entries is Monday, August 30-the
first  day  of  third  term.  Further  information  may  be
obtained  from  Mr Warwick  Knight  in  the  Registrar's
office (ext.  2091).
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