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VPSEC  MOVE  `ILL-ADVISED'
-Vicechancellor

A  working  party  of  the  Victorian  Post-Secondary  Education  Commission`(VPSEC)  has  suggested  a  radical
d®partur® from the provisions of the Ralph Report on Management Educatlon whlch would Involve the `phasing-out'
of Monash Univ®rsity's Master of Admlnlstratlon Course.

The   Vice-Chancellor,   Professor   Ray   Martin,   has
described the VPSEC move as ill-advised and extremely
worrying.

"Nobody contests VPSEC's right and  obligation to

convey  its  views  as  a  State  co-ordinating  body to  the
Commonwealth  Tertiary  Education  Commission,"  he
said.

"But one would expect that such an important and

far-reaching    recommendation    would    have    been
supported  by  some  substantial  evidence.  or  at least  a
well-reasoned argument.

"Indeed, VPSEC might well have felt constrained to

discuss   its   recommendations   with   the   institutions
involved  -  and  particularly  with  Monash  -  before
dispatching   what   is,   in   fact,    simply   a   series   of
unsubstantiated assertions. "

Professor  Martin  said  that  at  least  three  of  the
VPSEC  working  party's  recommendations  contained
`unnerving' implications for the universiti'es and called

for reconsideration. These were:
Recommendation  4:  "The Working  Party  does  not

recommend    the    establishment    of    a    regional
management school in Victoria. "

(A   key   recommendation   of   the   Ralph   Report
envisaged   a   `national   management   school'   at   the
University  of  Melbourne,   supported  by  a   `regional
school'  at Monash.  VPSEC suggests instead that  "the
mission proposed for a regional school can be fulfilled
more    effectively    in    Victoria   by    a    co-ordinated,
intersectoral network of institutions".)

Recommendation    5:    "The    Working    Party
recommends    that    Victorian   institutions    currently
providing the MBA degree, or its equivalent, except the
University   of  Melbourne,   begin  to   phase   out   that
degree, taking no new enrolments in the degree in 1984
but ensuring that students enrolled in 1983 can complete
their courses. "

Recommendation 11 :  "The Working Party proposes
that a committee un'der the aegis of the Victorian Post-
Secondary  Education  Commission  should  co-ordinate
the management education programs in the network of
institutions  `which  together   fulfil  the  three  missions
proposed by the (Ralph) Inquiry. "

Professor Martin said that the VPSEC proposals, if
adopted by CTEC, could presage even more damaging
intrusions    into    the    independence    and    academic
autonomy of universities.

He  said  that  a  working  party  from  the  Monash
faculty  of  Economics  and  Politics,  consisting  of  the
Dean-elect  (Professor  Gus  Sinclair),  the  Acting  Dean
(Professor   Richard   Snape),   and   the   chairman   of
Administrative Studies (Professor Peter FitzRoy),  had
studied the Ralph Report and the VPSEC response in
detail.

It had concluded that the risks inherent in the VPSEC
proposals   were   substantial,   and   derived   from   the
absence   of   competition.   Without   competition,   the
authors  warned,  there \could  arise  lethargy,  lack  of
innovation    and    `undue    uniformity    in    MBA-type
graduates who will experience similar training within the
same organisational structure'.

The  Vice-Chancellor,  in  a  letter  to  the  Minister  of
Education,  Senator Baume,  has registered a strenuous
objection to the VPSEC recommendations, pointing out
that the University has established over the years, a very
large   and   high   quality   Master   of   Administration
program which had fulfilled most of the requirements
spelt  out  in  the  Ralph  Report  as  the  `mission'  of  a
Regional School.

Footnote:   The   Monash   M.Admin.   course   has   a
current enrolment  of 259 (22  full-time,  237  part-time)
compared with Melbourne's MBA enrolment of 194 (50
full-time,  132 part-time and  12 external).

VC LAUNCHES NEW RESEARCH SCHEME
The Vice-Chancellor has announced the names of six

Fellows  appointed  under  the  new  Vice-Chancellor's
Post-Doctoral  Fellowship  scheme.  The  new  positions
are separate from and in addition to the existing post-
doctoral  fellowships  funded  by  the  Special  Research
Fund.

The  new  scheme.  which  is  expected  to  cost  up  to
S150,OcO for a full year, is aimed at attracting research
workers of the highest quality to the University.
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Most of the new Fellows are coming to Monash from
overseas, thus, in effect, reversing the `brain drain'.

Professor Martin said that the selection of the first six
Fellows   (from   among   41   nominations)   was   based
primarily  upon  the  excellence  of the  research  project
and the calibre of the candida-te.

Each Fellowship is awarded nominally for two years,
subject to review at the end of the first year.

The new Fellows and their projects are:
Dr  Rodney Devenish,  28:  "Development of cloning
vectors  for  use  in  yeast"   (with  Professor  A.W.
Linnane, Biochemistry)

Dr Geoffrey Dougherty, 32: "Investigation of protein
transposition in nerves" (Dr J. Pilbrow, Physics)

Dr Mark Kwietniak, 36: "Thin films prepared by low
pressure  plasma  techniques"  (Assoc.  Professor  R.
Mcpherson, Materials Engineering)

Dr Susanne Tepe, 27: ` `Effects of cryptorchidism and
heat   on   testicular   function"   (Professor   D.   de
Kretser, Anatomy)

Dr     Barbara     van     Leeuwen,     30:      "The
Kallikrein-Kinin    system"    (Professor    C.I.
Johnston. Medicine, Prince Heury's)

Dr    Takeshi    Sakaizumi,    40:     "Microwave
spectroscopy" (Professor R.D. Brown, Chemistry)

MONASH.cALIForiNIA STUDENT ExcHANGE
Monash   University   has   negotiated   an   exchange

scheme with the University of California under which
up to five Monash students, undergraduate or graduate,
will be able to undertake a year's study at any one of the
University of California's nine campuses.

Similarly, up to five California students will be able
to enrol at Monash for a year.

Operation of the scheme will date from the beginning
of the qus) Spring Term -March,1983.

A Monash student who participates in the scheme will
continue  to  be  a  candidate  for  a  Monash  University
degree, and his or her courses of study will be developed
in    consultation    with    the    appropriate    Monash
department/faculty.

Students will be selected on academic grounds and in
the light of their objectives in wishing to pursue a course
of study at the University of California.

Each  student will be responsible  for his or her own
travel, living and incidental expenses.

Students interested in the scheme should contact the
Academic Services Officer (Mrs J. Dawson), Registrar's
Office a]xt. 3011). Applications close on September 30,
1982.

FILM DIRECTOR T0 VISIT MONASH
There  will  be  a  screening  of  "Wrong  Side  of  the

Road'',  a  film  about  the Aboriginal  rock  bands  `No
Fixed Address' and `Us Mob' and their experiences on
the fringes of white society in Adelaide, in H.2 at I.10
p.in. on Friday September 3.

After the screening, the film's Director, Ned Lander,
will    discuss    the    making    of   the    film,    and    the
circumstances within the Aboriginal community that it
depicts.

The screening has been sponsored by the Vera Moore
Fund.

POSTGRADUATE STUDY ABROAD
A `Guide to Postgraduate Studies at the Scottish Universities" has

been  received  in  the  University.  This  follows  news  of  the  ACU
Information    Papers    about    similar    opportunities    in    other
Commonwealth countries (see SOUND 27-82)

Also   available  are  booklets  giving  detailed  information  about
postgraduate courses at the University of Glasgow.

Copies  are  being  held  in  the  Information  Office  for  pemsal  by
interested persons.

RHEUMATISM RESEARCH
Applications are invited for support in 1983 with The Rheumatism

and Arthritis Association of Victoriai
Further information is available from Mrs L. Balla (ext. 3073). and

applications close with Mr B.D.  Shields on Friday, September 10.

KNOX FELLOWSHIPS, 1983-84
Open to recent graduates who are British subjects and Australian

citizens. Tenable at Harvard University, renewable for a second yeal',
and available in most fields of study.

The award includes tuition fees and a stipend of SUS 5600 a year.
Applications  close  with  the  Graduates  Scholarships  Officer  on

October  15,  1982.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR STUDENTS
Sept. 6:            Third term begins for Dip.Ed.

Seeond    half-year    resumes    for    B.Ed.,    B.Sp.Ed.,
Dip.Ed.Psych. and M.Ed.St.

Last date for discontinuance of a subject or unit taught
and assessed in Medicine IV for lt to I)e classified as
discontinued.*

Sept.13:          Third term begins for Medicine Iv
Sept. 20:          Third teaching round begins, Dip.Ed.

Last day for discontinuatlce of a subject or unit taught
assessed in the second hair year for it to be classified
as   discontinued   (excluding   Dip.Ed.Psych.,   B.Ed.,
B.Sp.Ed., M.Ed., M.Ed.St., and Medicine IV, V and
VI)I

Sept. 25:         Third term ends for Medicine v
Sept. 27:         Last day for discontinuance of a subject or' uult taught

and assessed in the second half year in Dip.Ed.Psych.,
B.Ed.,  B.Sp.Ed..  M.Ed.  and  M.Ed.St.  for  it  to  I}e
classirled as discontinued*

Sept. 30:         Closing   date   for   applications   for   Commonwealth
Postgraduate  Course  Awards  and  Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan Awards.

•If a subject or unit is not discontinued by 6, 20, or 27 September as
the case may be, and the exanination is not attempted or assignment
work is not completed, it win be classified as FAILED. In exceptional
circumstances the dean may approve the classification of a subject or
unit as discontinued between  12 July and the end Of the appropriate
teaching period.

posrrloNs VACANT
New positions available, not previously listed in Sound:

ACADEMIC
SCIENCE

Earth Sciences-Continuing Lecturer
GENERA

ANIMAL SERVICES
Technical Officer A

ECONOMICS & POLITICS
Centre of Policy Studies-Secretary-Assistants (2 positions, f/t
& p/t)

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room lol, First Floor, University offices Annexe.       L:

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047, clerical positions to 2038,  and technical positions to
2055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by I.W. Bemett8, Information Officer•-..


