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AVCC  report urges   ...

NEW  LOOK AT STUDENT FINANCES

14-83
May  13,1983

A  committee  appointed  by  the  Australian  Vice-Chancellors'  Committee  to  inquire  into  student  finances  has
recommended  that  funds  which  were  used  to finance  Teacher  Education  Scholarships  up  to  the  mid-1970s  be
returned to the education system to finance improvements to the TEAS scheme.

This is one of a number of recommendations made in
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Review  of  Student
Finances,  which has been published by the AVCC.

The decision to carry out a review of student finances
was  prompted  by  AVCC  concern  over  the  increased
financial    difficulties    faced    by    students    since    the
mid-1970s and the refusal of the previous government to
mount a comprehensive inquiry.

The Committee of Review,  appointed by the AVCC
in June 1982, was chaired by Professor J.F. Scott, Vice-
Chancellor,  La  Trobe  University.  The  other  members
were    Dr    D.S.    Anderson    (ANU),    Professor    D.G.
Beswick  (Melbourne),   Mr  A.J.T.   Ford  (Macquarie),
Professor   R.   Johnston   (Wollongong)   and   Mr   N.J.
Thomson (Adelaide).

Submissions   were   received   from   individuals   and
organisations,    including    students    and    staff.    The
committee  considered  all  aspects  of  student  finances,
including TEAS,  postgraduate awards,  loans and  fees.

Among the committee's recommendations are:
•  Changes  to  the  implementation  of the means test,

giving  a  partial  allowance  to  a  greater  number  and
higher  levels  of allowances  to  students  from  very  low
income families.

• Phasing in of independent status between 18 and 21

years.
•  Increased  government  support  for  the  emergency

loans   schemes   presently   operating   in   some   tertiary
institutions.

•  Indexation of Postgraduate Awards.
The  AVCC  says  that,  in  publishing  the  report,  it

wishes   to   bring   the   issues   before   the   government,
institutions   and   other   interested   organisations   and
members of the public. In this way it is hoped that there
will be widespread discussion of the problems related to
student   assistance,    and   that   this   will   stimulate   a
reconsideration of some  of the present policies  related
to the support of tertiary students.

While not endorsing all  the recommendations  made
by the Committee of Review,  the AVCC  recommends
that  the  widest  consideration  should  be  given  to  the
report.

MUCH PRAISE  ...  LITTLE MONEY!
The  Universities  Council,  which  spent  two  days  at

Monash    last    week    discussing    the    University's
submission for 1985-87, found much to praise-but left

little  encouragement  that   we'd  be  getting  any  more
money,  or enrolling any larger numbers of students, in
the  foreseeable future.

Professor   M.I.   Logan,   Pro-Vice-Chancellor,   told
Council  on  Monday  that  the  chairman  of  the  UC,
Professor Dunbar,  had said the visitors were impressed
with  the  degree  of enthusiasm  shown by the  staff and
with the high quality of the work they were doing.

Professor  Dunbar  had  said  that  the  UC  had  gained
the  general  feeling  of  "...   a  University  attitude  that
progress can be made only if the University is provided
with more funds."

Professor  Logan  said:  "It  was  clear  that  he did  not
think that sufficient justification had been presented in
the   submission   for   a   specific   increase   in   recurrent
funding  to  Monash,  and  that  the  Council  would  be
misleading  the  University  if  it  left  it  with  a  hope  of
receiving an  increase in the level of funds."

Other points made by the chairman, Professor Logan
said,  included:

* The Council noted that Monash was attracting more
students in the science-based areas-which it considered
a good  thing.

* The Council believed the University should explore

further  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  having  more
fractional         appointments         and         shared
appointments-shared between faculties and with other
institutions.

*   The  University  should  give  consideration  to  the

advantages that would accrue from arranging reviews of
some of its activities;  such reviews should involve some
people external to the University. .

* The Council was firm in its view that there would be
no recommendation for an increase in student numbers,
which would remain at  12,800 EFTS.

*    Professor   Logan   said   that   Professor   Dunbar
"commended    the    University    warmly"    on    its

achievements in obtaining external financial support for
its  research,  and  gave  an  assurance  that  this  success
would   not   have   the  effect   of  reducing  government
grants.

FRESH LOOK AT PARKING POLICY
Council   on   Monday   agreed   to   set   up   a   small

committee  to   review   the  terms   of  reference  of  the
Parking    Committee    and    to    report    generally    on
University policy on parking.                        Continued overleaf



The committee, consisting of two outside members of
Council,  Dr  K.T.H.  Farrer  and  Mr  R.J.N.  Kinsman,
will be calling for submissions to assist in their review.

Council  decided  on  this  move  after  considering  a
lengthy  report  on  the  subject  of  parking  from  the
Monash  Association  of  Students,  and  hearing  verbal
submissions  by  two  student  members  of  the  Parking
Committee.

Council was also told that at a recent meeting of the
Discipline  Committee,   a  student  faced  a  charge  of
having  defaced a parking sign.  The Committee  found
the accusation proved and imposed a reprimand and a
fine of $2cO.

EDUCATION MINISTER T0 VISIT
Senator Susan Ryan, Federal M'inister for Education,

will be at Monash as  a guest of the Staff Association
(SAMU) on Tuesday, May 17.

She will be speaking in either R2  or R3  at  12  noon.
After   her   address,   the   meeting   will   be   open `for
questions  and  discussion.   All  members  of  staff  are
welcome.

JAPANESE WOMEN'S SCHOLARSHIPS
The  Japanese  Association  of  University  Women  is

offering    1983    Fellowships    open    to    me`mbers    of
Australian Federation of University Women.

The  Fellowships,   for  not  less   than  three  months
between   September,   1983,   and   February,   1984,   are
worth up to 700,000 yen. Applications close in Japan on
June  10,  1983.

Further  information is  available in  the Information
Office,  ext.  2087.

MULTICULTURAL POETRY
Edition No.  12 of Poetry Monash, now out, features

a Chinese poem both in the original and in a translation
by Wang Yuexi, who came from Peking to study in the
department of English in  1981-82.

There   are   also   translations   by   Professor   Ron
Keightley of some Spanish poems, and an Italian poem
by student Ida Di Pastena.

Copies   of  the  book  are  available   for  $2  (or  by
subscription,   three   issues   for  $3)   from   Room  707,
Menzies Building.

"EARTHWATCH" OPPORTUNITIES

Professor   R.V.S.   Wright,   of  the   Department   of
Anthropology,    University    of    Sydney,    has    been
appointed  Honorary  Director  of the  Centre  for  Field
Research (CFR).  CFR evaluates proposals for research
expeditio.ns   that   have   been   submitted   for   possible
EARTHWATCH  support  in  Australia.  It  is  also  the
business   of   CFR   to   encourage   the   submission   of
proposals.

Six recent Australian research expeditions are being
currently  supported  by  EARTHWATCH.  The  topics
range from whaling wrecks to rain forests. ` `1 look upon
EARTHWATCH as an important source of additional
research  support  in  these  hard  times,"  said. Professor
Wright.   "I   invite   field   workers   to   talk   over   their
tentative proposals with me.  The projects we want are
those needing volunteer assistance as well as funds. "

Professor Wright can be contacted on (02) 692 3509.

MARS EXPLORATION NIGHT
"Geomorphology  of  the  Martian  polar  ice  caps"  is  the

subject  of  a  talk  to  be  given  by  Dr  J.H.J.  Leach,  of  the
University of Melbourne,  at Monash on Thursday,  June 2.

The  meeting,  arranged  by  the  Space  Association,  will  be
held in R5 at 7 p.in. Admission is free. There will also be video
presentations  of the  flights  of the  space  shuttle,  STS-2  and
STS-3.

SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS
CS & FPA-New Zealand, 1984

Commonwealth Scholarship & Fellowship Plan Awards are
available for graduates under 36.  Benefits include SNZ2387 a
month,  plus return fares,  fees and other allowances.

Further   information   is   available    from    the   Graduate
Scholarships Office (ext.  2009).

Applications close at Monash on Friday, May 20.

ELECTION NEWS
Council:

Mr  Dudley  Dissanayake  has  been  elected  unopposed  as  a
graduate student member of Council,  to hold office for two
years from June 23,  1983,  to June 22,  1985.

***

Three  nominations  have  been  received  for  the  election  of
one  undergraduate  or  diploma  student  member  of Council.
The candidates are Hugh Christopher Cameron, Martin Foley
and Christopher Rooke.

A ballot will be held at noon on Tuesday,  June 21.  Voting
papers will be posted to each elector by Tuesday, May 31. For
an election to be valid,  at least  10 per cent of eligible electors
must record a vote.

June I :

June 6:

June 13:

June 17:

June 24:

June 27:

IMPORTANT I)ATES FOR STUDENTS
Graduation Ceremony-Arts
Second term begins
Second term  for Medicine IV
Last day for discontinuance of a subject or unit taught

and assessed in the first half-year for it to I)e classified
as   discontinued   (excluding   Dip.Ed.Psych.,   B.Ed.,
I.Sp.Ed., M.Ed. and M.Ed.St.)
If a subject or unit  is  not discontinued by this date,
and  the examination is  not  attempted  or assignment
work   is   not   completed,   it   will   be   classified   as
FAILED.  In exceptional circumstances the dean may
approve  the  classification  or  a  subject  or  unit  as
discontinued  between  June  6  and  the  end  of  the
appropriate teaching period.

Queen's Birthday holiday
Applications   for   discontinuation   of   all   studies   in

undergraduate  courses  in  the  faculty of Engineering
with  a  request  to  resume  studies  in   1984  will  not
normally be considered after this date.

First half year ends for B.Ed. , B.Sp.Ed., Dip.Ed.Psych.
and M.Ed.St.

Lectures   in   subjects   and   units   taught   in   the   first
half-year by the Faculties of Arts and Economics and
Politics end.

First half-year topics in Mathematics end.
Applications open for entry to Bachelor of Social Work
in  1984.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed in Sound:

ENGINEERING
Materials Engineering-Secretary to the Chairman

MEDICINE
Prince Henry's Hospital-Laboratory Attendant

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical positions  to 2038,  and technical positions to
2055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Information Officer


