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Heidelberg Road Corridor sits within the 
stolen lands of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 
people of the Kulin Nation. Moving Forward   
respectfully acknowledges the Traditional 

Owners of the land and pay respect to their 
Elders, past, present and emerging, and 

Aboriginal Elders of other communities who 
may read this report.
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Heidelberg Road begins in Melbourne’s 
inner north and spans approximately 8km 
passing through the north eastern suburbs 
of Clifton Hill, Fairfield, Alphington, Ivanhoe 
and Eaglemont and ending at Heidelberg. 
It closely follows the winding path of the 
Birrarung. 

The Wurundjeri Woiwurrung people of the 
Kulin Nation have been connected to the 
Birrarung, a “river of mists and shadows” 
and its surrounding lands for over 30 000 
years, successfully managing the land, 
waterway and tributaries. 

Prior to European settlement in 1835, the 
area was a travel route and water and food 
source for the Wurundjeri Woiwurung people 
of the Kulin nation.

Heidelberg Road was the first major road 
to be constructed outside the confines of 
Melbourne’s township. It was completed in 
1842, connecting the Village of Heidelberg 
to Melbourne.

In the 1850’s the road became a popular 
tourist destination, resulting in the 
development of Alphington as a popular 
picnic location. This was closely followed by 
the establishment of hotels and a number 
of shops to cater for tourists. Most of the 

buildings between Merri and Darebin 
Creek were located near the Darebin Creek 
crossing. 

Yarra Bend Reserve is a culturally significant 
area for the Wurundjeri Woiwurrung people. 
There are many important sites that run 
along the course of the Birrarung within the 
study area, however, throughout the 1800s 
and until recently the cultural importance of 
the area was ignored and the banks of the 
Birrarung experienced major change with 
increasing colonial activity. The degradation 
of the waterways happened in short 
succession of colonisation. 

By the 1880s development in Alphington 
was growing with the subdivision of 
Fairfield, the construction of the Inner Circle 
Railway Line and establishment of the still 
standing Grand View Hotel on the corner of 
Heidelberg Road and Station street. 

By the 1900s buildings lined most of 
Heidelberg Road between Merri and Darebin 
Creek. Bridges spanned both creeks and 
were subsequently expanded with the 
increase in traffic. 

Alphington became part of Northcote in 
1962 which pushed the city’s boundaries 
south to the Birrarung. In 1996 with 

Victorian council amalgamation, Heidelberg 
Road became the boundary of the new City 
of Darebin.

The focus area of area of Moving Forward 
extends between Merri Creek in Clifton Hill 
and the site of the old Alphington Paper Mill, 
located to the south-east at the intersection 
with Chandler Highway. The study area is 
bordered by the Hurstbridge train line in 
the north and the Birrurung (Yarra River) 
in the south. This section passes through 
the suburbs of Clifton Hill, Fairfield and 
Alphington forming the municipal boundary 
of the City of Darebin to the north and the 
adjoining municipality of Yarra to the south. 

The 2016 Australian Census highlights that 
there are more young people than older 
along the corridor, the average number of 
cars owned per dwelling has increased and 
51% of people travel to work by car followed 
by train. 

A small population as a result of low 
housing density has meant that there are 
lower levels of service provision and public 
amenity along the corridor. 

There is a projected increase in population 
and economic activity largely due to the 
major redevelopment of the APM site. The 
proposed development will consist of a mix 
of 2500 new housing, a primary school 
and a commercial frontage onto Heidelberg 
Road. This will likely change other parts of 
Heidelberg Road, as well as put pressure 
on traffic volumes. This calls for the need 

to tackle current challenges faced by 
the corridor study area, in particular, the 
improvement of safe cycle and pedestrian 
amenity and connection for the growing 
community. 

A significant portion of the study area 
surrounding Heidelberg Road corridor is 
classified as residential (NRZ and GRZ). 
Apart from the large open space zoned 
public land (PUZ) from Merri Creek to 
Fairfield Boathouse, Heidelberg Road is 
predominately zoned commercial and 
industrial with pockets of residential (C1Z, 
C2Z, IN3Z, NRZ, GRZ). The APM site, has 
been zoned as Mixed Use. 

A key destination along the corridor is the 
Fairfield Boathouse on the Birrarung, which 
connects to the Yarra Corridor, Merri Creek 
and runs adjacent to Heidelberg Road. 
This area is an important environmental 
asset, which is in contrast to the limited 
greenspace throughout the rest of the study 
area. 

CITY OF YARRA

MERRI CREEK

ALPHINGTON 
PAPER MILL

HEIDELBERG ROAD

CITY OF DAREBIN

Image Reference
APM, Alphington Community Centre
Source: <https://www.alphingtoncommunitycentre.org.au/
acconline/2020/5/15/3078-history-the-papermill>

Glenville Redevelopment 
Source: <http://glenvill.com.au/yarrabend-alphington/>

1952 Flood (Birrarung breaks it’s banks), Looking East, 
Chandler Highway Bridge in foreground, Darebin, Darebin 
Heritage 

Source: < http://heritage.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au/
archiveimage/2050>

INTRODUCTION 
1.1 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 1.2 LOCATE
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The City of Darebin and City of Yarra do not 
own or control Heidelberg Road. The arterial 
route is the responsibility of VicRoads. 
Minor adjoining streets, however, are the 
responsibility of councils. Therefore, the role 
of Moving Forward is to advocate for close 
partnerships with the Victorian Government, 
local councils, community groups and other 
stakeholders in reorientating the study area 
to prioritise active transport and reintroduce 
water and green infrastructure back into the 
built environment.  

The purpose of this document is to outline 
Moving Forward’s vision for the future 
of Heidelberg corridor and the adjoining 
neighbourhoods. This document sets out 
the current challenges faced within the 
corridor and the opportunities that should 
be adopted to reinstate Heidelberg Road as  
a point of connection for the City of Darebin 
and the City of Yarra. 

The proposed implementation sites along 
the corridor will act as blueprint for future 
projects and an exemplar for integrated 
water management, open space, active 
transport, biodiversity, heritage and culture.

This plan draws on several State and 
Council strategies [see Table 01.] that 
are supported by extensive community 

engagement. These strategies provide 
important guidance and criteria in the 
selection of implementation sites illustrated 
in the following chapters.

1.3 PURPOSE
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The following pages explore the 
existing condition of Heidelberg 
Road and the surrounding area. 
These observations highlight 
the current identity and physical 
elements of the corridor.

Chandler Highway to the East is dominated by 
commuter traffic entering and exiting off the 
Eastern Freeway. Heidelberg Road widens at this 
intersection with well marked designated cycle 
lanes. 

The physical reality of Heidelberg Road is 
characterised by a poor public domain with limited 
shade, vegetation and pedestrian and cyclist 
amenity.

Pedestrian and cycle access is comprimised by 
fragmented cycle lanes, uneven surface and 
inconsistant footpath width, with little to no buffer 
to the road. 

Currently Heidelberg Road is a barrier for 
pedestrians and cyclists wanting to make north 
south connections. This limits access to the 
Birrarung (Yarra) Corridor. 

There are a number of adjoining streets that have 
good tree cover from mature Plane trees. These 
provide important shade that is lacking along the 
corridor.

The Birrarung is an important natural asset within 
the corridor study area.

OBSERVATIONS
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ROAD AND INTERFACE DIAGRAM

As an interface of two municipalities the three-
kilometre corridor varies considerably in urban 
character, and function from one side to another. 
This is largely a result of the variation in road 
widths and traffic lanes that range from 4 to 6. 

The road and interface diagram highlights these 
variations and draws attention to the current 
hierarchy of road allocation. 

Reduced bus operating hours and no bus priority 
lanes limit public transport use or uptake along 
Heidelberg Road. This reinforces the high volume 
of private use vehicles on the road. Set back to 
the built form leaves little room for pedestrians. 
Road width impacts cyclability along Heidelberg 
Road, particularly in section 02 and merging in to 
03, where the road narrows and cycle lanes are 
under 1m wide and are shared with the gutter.

Identified as dangerous spots, Cyclist percieved unsafety, 
size denotes number of votes 
Measures of unsafety include: Speed, poor surface, 
cycle lane ends, no bike lane, unsafe bike lane, vehicle 
dominated intersections

(BikeSpot 2020: an interactive online survey highlighting 
dangerous locations, Source: BikeSpot, https://www.
bikespot.org/)
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The livability of Melbourne is intrinsically 
connected to the health of its waterways, 
parks and reserves. A drier climate, 
growing population and increasingly 
impervious surface pose a great threat 
to the habitability of urban areas. Limited 
tree covererage and water management 
practices can cause high urban heat island 
temperatures which is dangerous for 
vulnerable community members. 

Population growth requires an increased 
demand for open space and green streets 
for humans as well as fauna and flora, in 
providing strong ecological links. There is a 
pressing need to change the way we think 
about streetscapes and the purpose they 
serve. This is particularly relevant in the face 
of a global pandemic where more people 
are moving within a smaller radius of their 
neighbourhoods; using parks and modes of 
active transport to get around. 

The overarching challenges identified within 
the study area are:

 

Source: NorthEast of the City Background Report

CHALLENGES
CONNECTIVITY

POOR PUBLIC 
AMENITY

LIMITED 
LANDSCAPE 

VALUE

SAFE 
MOVEMENT OF 
PEDESTRIANS 
AND CYCLISTS

LIMITED 
NORTH/ SOUTH 
CONNECTIONS

NON-SEPARATED 
CYCLE LANES

POOR STORM WATER 
MANAGEMENT

LARGE PERCENTAGE 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE

LACK OF STREET 
PLANTING

TRAFFIC MOVEMENT 
DOMINATES PEDESTRIAN 

EXPERIENCE

3.1 FOUR CHALLENGES

01. 02. 03. 04.
Safe movement of pedestrians and 
cyclists

Heidelberg Road is part of the VicRoads 
Principle Bicycle Network, though it is 
characterised by limited pedestrian and 
cyclist amenity. Currently, on road, non-
separated cycle lanes are shared by car 
parking and moving traffic. This is not 
appropriate for inexperienced cyclists 
and limits the ability for increasing cycle 
numbers. 

Observations made during the period of 
making this plan and under strict Melbourne 
COVID-19 lockdown, is that there has been 
an increase in the number of cyclists along 
Heidelberg Road. 

Footpath widths, like bike lanes, vary in 
width along the corridor and with limited 
nature strips that buffer from the road, 
pedestrians are in close proximity to fast 
moving traffic. 

Limited bus services along the corridor 
and reliance on Fairfield train station limit 
the opportunity for alternative commute 
transport options and a reliance on 
personal vehicles. 

Limited landscape value

Biodiversity links are fragmented, and 
landscape quality is inconsistent and 
poor with inadequate mature street tree 
canopy along the corridor and very little 
understorey habitat within the area. 
Links to the Birrarung (Yarra) Corridor are 
limited due to lack of signage and paths. 

 Connectivity

The wider study area shows walkable 
proximity to Fairfield Activity Centre and 
Railway station and the Birrarung (Yarra) 
Corridor. However, high traffic volumes 
and limited pedestrian crossings affect 
north, south connections between the city 
of Darebin and City of Yarra. This has an 
impact on the ability of residents on either 
side of the road to safely access a number 
of local destinations.

Poor Public amenity 

With limited setback to Heidelberg 
Road, public amenity along the street 
is low, due to proximity to fast traffic, 
no landscaping and lack of crossing 
opportunities. 

Bus stops lack shelter and lighting 
which does not support the use of public 
transport. 

Poor surface treatment of footpaths and 
crossings are not inclusive to all people 
with varied physical abilities. 
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OPPORTUNITIES

In the face of a global pandemic, COVID-19 
has shown the importance of having safe 
active transport corridors and has provided 
the opportunity to reconsider how much 
road space should be allocated to vehicles 
in favour of increasing walking, cycling 
and the uptake of public transport. The 
speed at which pedestrian and biking 
infrastructure has been ramped up in inner 
city Melbourne, during COVID-19, shows 
how quickly we can adapt to alternative 
allocation of space. More bike lanes and 
wider footpaths will ensure that members of 
Heidelberg Corridor community will be able 
to move safely and comfortably.  

Heidelberg Road is classified as a category 
1 zone arterial road, playing an important 
role in connecting municipalities and 
commuter traffic. This has been taken into 
consideration when making major changes 
to road width, which will likely impact 
traffic congestion in the early stages of 
transitioning. 

The construction of designated cycle 
lanes along Heidelberg Road as well as 
alternate routes have been laid out to 
ensure the movement of through traffic is 
still applicable, however at a reduced rate 
in favour of prioritising active transport. 
Reducing Heidelberg Road to a consistent 

four lanes of traffic will support improved 
pedestrian, cycle and motor vehicle 
synergies.

Integrating active transport infrastructure 
with biodiversity links will build on a network 
of systems that support each other in 
enhancing the liveability of the area.  The 
Merri Creek and Birrarung (Yarra) Corridor 
are important environmental attributes of 
the area. Forming stronger connections 
across Heidelberg Road to them will support 
better access to green space for the growing 
population. 

Changing attitudes towards the area’s 
water cycles is an important part of this 
project. Introducing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design (WSUD) into the streetscape and 
greenspaces aims to educate and build 
the community’s awareness of the value 
of stormwater as a resource as well as 
protecting waterways from stormwater 
inputs. 

These connections will support the growing 
awareness of caring for Merri Creek and 
Birrarung and work to reinforce the cultural 
and environmental importance for the 
Wurundjeri Woiworrung people. 

Understanding the complexity of water 

systems and how they can be managed from 
the perspective of traditional owners as well 
as western water management practices will 
enhance the community’s understanding 
of how the built environment impacts our 
waterways and natural landscape. 

4.1 FOUR                    
         OPPORTUNITIES

01. 02. 03. 04.
Increase safe movement of pedestrians 
and cyclists

Increase Landscape Value

Residential areas closer to the banks 
of the Birrarung have relatively steep 
slopes which do not make suitable areas 
for WSUD implementation. By focusing 
on water pooling points in areas on the 
southern edge of Heidelberg Road in 
Darebin, the aim is to slow and reduce 
the amount of water that makes its way 
to the river. This aligns with Darebin’s 
GreenStreets Streetscape Strategy 2021-
2020 which outlines high level priorities 
for streetscape design that includes 
increasing the amount of WSUD and 
passive irrigation. 

The street tree population in bordering 
residential areas area dominated 
by mature Plane Trees which greatly 
contribute to the amenity and character. 
Despite the benefits of shade that Plane 
trees provide along residential streets, 
there is a lack of species diversity. The 
uptake of species diverse planting 
will help ensure the tree population is 
resilient to future weather and climate 
conditions. The more vegetated areas 
there are the greater the impact for 
habitat links, environmental cooling 
through evapotranspiration and surface 
permeability.
 

Increase Connectivity Improve Public amenity

Traffic Calming

New Green 
Space

Safe Cycle and 
Pedestrian
Routes

Biodiversity 
Links

Water Sensitive 
Urban Design
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Heidelberg will support a 
network of well-connected 
places that seamlessly link 
the City of Darebin to the City 
of Yarra and which prioritises 
the movement of pedestrians 
and cyclists. In providing 
stronger connections the 
corridor will re-introduce 
valuable ecological processes 
and networks into the built 
environment to better manage 
stormwater and biodiversity.

ZONES

To achieve this vision, the corridor has been 
classified by three distinct zones which 
correspond with the Movement and Place 
matrix. This helps to define the change in 
arterial function of Heidelberg Road and 
informs a zone specific design approach.

Zone 01 Merri Creek to Rathmimes Street 

Zone 02 Rathmimes Street to Fairfield Road

Zone 03 Fairfield Road to Chandler Highway

GOALS

Water Management
Ensure that the Yarra River and Merri Creek 
are protected against increased flooding 
risk caused by urban densification and more 
frequent extreme weather events.

Biodiversity
Implement a network of WSUD features and 
understory planting along streetscapes to 
create biodiversity corridors that provide 
a thriving habitat for flora and fauna and 
ecological links to the Birrarung and Merri 
Creek.

Open Space
Create a diverse network of open spaces 
that accommodate a growing population.

Amenity
Make public transport along the corridor 
more attractive through providing better 
shelter, seating and lighting as well as 
pedestrian crossings.

Improve wayfinding along the corridor that 
incorporates signage and art installations to 
guide pedestrians and cyclists to key sites 
along the corridor

Movement
Provide a safe, accessible network of paths 
and bike lanes that connect pedestrians 
of all abilities and cyclists to local 
neighbourhoods and facilities on either side 
of Heidelberg Road.

Living Culture and Heritage
Ensure that the revitalised corridor and 
north south links to the Birrarung and Merri 
Creek connect to its Aboriginal heritage 
and local history as well as the current 
Wurundjeri Woiworrung community and 
Council and the role they play in the ongoing 
management of the Birrarung and its 
tributaries. 

Embrace local community identity through 
community led streetscaping projects. 

The Guiding design principles for 
the Heidelberg Road Corridor have 
been informed by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, which provide a 
framework for the desired outcomes of the 
project. 

These principles reflect the need to 
reimagine the function of streets in creating 
resilient cities in the face of climate change. 
As prefaced in the North-East of the City 
Background Report, this requires a holistic 
approach that recognises the complexity 
and intertwined nature of networks that 
make the urban fabric an ecosystem in its 
own right. 

The seven guiding design princples are as 
follows:

1. Streets are ecosystems
2. Streets are places for people
3. Streets are public spaces
4. Streets can be reconfigured
5. Design for safety and mobility of 

vulnerable street users
6. Design streets for adaptation 

and mitigation of climate change 
effects

7. Protect and Improve the health of 
waterways 

These priciples can be summarised
 by three overarching values:

GUIDING PRINCIPLES UN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

STREETS ARE ECOSYSTEMS

STREETS ARE PLACES FOR PEOPLE

PROTECT AND IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF WATERWAYS 

STRATEGIC VISION
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M3 P3

P4

P5

P1

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

Movement

Place

P2 P3 P4 P5

Heidelberg Road
Road and street type = Activity Streets & 
Boulevards and Connector

Eastern Freeway connection via Chandler 
Highway

Arterial connection through the middle of 
Alphington and the boundary between the 
City of Darebin and City of Yarra. 

Heidelberg Road has a small activity centre 
that also provides good connection to 
Fairfield train station and Activity hub. 

Heidelberg Road is zoned Category 1 Road 
Zone (RDZ1). This means that VicRoads is the 
responsible managment authority. The Movement 
and Place approach to road networks recognises 
that roads have two functions; 1) the movement 
of people and goods and 2) a place, or serving 
as a destination. The M & P approach recognises 
the increasing importance of active transport. 
Through this it integrates land use planning and 
transport to better reflect these changing values. 

Heidelberg Road has significant movement 
function of commuter traffic, strategic importance 
for bikes (part of the Principal Bicycle Network) 
and varying places of value. It also provides 
a connection to the Eastern Freeway via the 
Chandler Highway. 

When compared against the Movement and Place 
cycle performance indicator, the existing Level of 
Service (LoS) along Heidelberg Road has been 
classified in this study as E: 

Cycle segment, including intersections and 
crossings, has no infrastructure consistent with 
the 3 key cycling infrastructure typologies (Mixed 
traffic, Protected on Road, Off Road) where high 
levels of traffic stress may be experienced by the 
Interested but Concerned cycling group 

Source: Vic State Government, Movement and Place Practice 
Note: Cycling, Version 1- 31/07/2020
Yarra City Council, Heidelberg Road Corridor Background 
Issues and Discussion Paper 13 Nov, 2019 < https://
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/-/media/files/planning-scheme-
amendments/amendment-c272/attachment-2--draft-
background-issues-and-discussion-paper-reduced.pdf>

1

Yarra Climate Emergency Plan
2020-2024
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City of Yarra Bike Strategy - 2016 Refresh 

Yarra has an established an extensive network of on-road and off-road bicycle routes.  In 
Yarra, a cycling culture has existed for many years with the number of residents regularly 
cycling being the highest of any Council area in Australia.  Approximately half of all cycle 
trips in Yarra are from neighbouring areas who travel to Yarra for work, shopping, leisure 
and education purposes, or are travelling through Yarra to access the CBD and other 
neighbouring precincts including Melbourne University, Docklands, and St Kilda Road.

The City of Yarra Strategic Transport Statement 2012-2016 committed Yarra to providing the 
community with attractive alternatives to car use.  A key component of this commitment is to 
deliver infrastructure projects and support behaviour change measures that encourage a
broad cross section of the community to travel through, to, from and within Yarra by bicycle.
Cycling volumes on Yarra’s streets and of-road paths have continued to steadily rise over 
the last ten years, and a number of strategic demographic, socio-economic and transport 
factors suggest this trend will continue for the foreseeable future.

Yarra has set ambitious targets for bicycle mode share increases over the coming years that 
will align it with those of other world-leading cycle cities such as Amsterdam and 
Copenhagen.  There is still some potential to achieve cycle growth within the existing cycling 
demographic which is dominated by males in their 20’s and 30’s.  Notwithstanding this, the 
key to meeting these targets will be to broaden the cyclist user base as much as possible by 
encouraging more women, children and people over 40 to regularly cycle. Major barriers to 
broadening the cyclist user base are safety concerns across the network generally,
particularly where bikes interface with moving and parked vehicles including cars, vans, 
trucks, buses and trams.

The City of Yarra Bike Strategy 2010 – 2015 established a long term vision for cycling.  It 
detailed the status of bicycle initiatives, laid out future plans for bicycle facilities and listed
strategies and actions for stimulating greater bicycle use in Yarra. Delivering new bicycle 
infrastructure in Yarra is challenging, as there are a large number of competing demands for 
access to limited physical space within streets and along off-road paths.  

The strategy was ambitious in its nature and contained a large and diverse number of 
infrastructure proposal, policies and other supporting actions to encourage cycling which 
varied significantly in terms of cost, scale, complexity, impacts on existing road users and 
other aspects.  Some of these proposals have the potential to be contentious as they require
changes to street operation and layout which have existed since the early 1960’s when 
planning for car access was seen as a priority for modern cities.  This can make these 
proposals expensive and challenging to deliver, regardless of the direct benefits they deliver
in terms of encouraging cycling and other wider benefits for the community which can 
include reduced traffic impact, improved safety and amenity. Notwithstanding this, a large
number of the proposals detailed in the 2010 – 2015 strategy have now been delivered and 
are being used by a growing number of cyclists. The 2010 – 2015 timeframes for the Yarra 
Bike Strategy have now lapsed and a number of capital initiatives within the strategy are only 
partially complete or are yet to be delivered. 

Movement
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Yarra River Action Plan 
Willip-gin Birrarung murron

Protecting Victoria’s 
Environment-Biodiversity 
2037

Trees for Cooler and 
Greener Streetscapes-
Guidelines

City of Yarra Bike Strategy 
-2016 Refresh

Community Infrastructure 
Plan 2018

Breathing Space, The 
Darebin Open Space 
Strategy

Safe Travel Strategy 
2018-2028

Darebin Climate 
Emergency Plan 2017-
2022

GreenStreets 
Streetscape Strategy 
2012-2020

Watershed: Towards a 
Water Sensitive Darebin 
2015-2025

Darebin Cycling Strategy 
2013-2018

Yarra Climate Emergency 
Plan 2020-2024

Integrated Water 
Management Plan 2020-
2030 Urban Forest Strategy 2017

Movement and Place in 
Victoria

Traffic Engineering Manual: 
Design Guidelines for 
Strategically Important 
Cycling
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Raise awareness 
of project and 
seek input from 
community 
members and 
stakeholders

Temporrary 
activation of 
pilot projects

Test 
implementation 
in consultation 
with user groups 
and
stakeholders

Feed back and 
review and plan 
refinement

Ongoing and 
regular: 

Observation 
and systematic 
recording of 
implemented 
designs 

Community and 
stakeholder 
consultation

Present 
information
about the 
project design

Test concept 
in consultation 
with user groups 
and
stakeholders
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TIMELINE WORKING TOGETHER

ENGAGE

Community engagement will seek to gain 
a better understanding of how locals 
currently use the study area and the scope 
for desired change along the corridor. 
This process will be centred around the 
three critical principles which will provide 
parameters in receiving directed feedback. 

The initial engagement process sought to 
identify key concerns relating to the various 
modes of transport (driving, bus, train, 
cycling and walking), connection to green 
space and the amenity of the study area. 

This was a chance to present the community 
with initial findings through the site analysis 
stage. Feedback of analysis was important 
in grounding the project and better 
understanding the complexities of the site.

A number of platforms in gaining broad 
community input were taken into 
consideration. These included: 
• Online surveys, accessed through 
• Local council websites or at Fairfield 

Library 
• Flyer drops to local residents 
• Community meeting held in 

collaboration between the city of Yarra 
and Darebin at Fairfield Library

INFORM

Will be an online platform (also accessible 
at public libraries) that provides interested 
parties access to all relevant project 
documentation. This will include site 
analysis and engagement feedback as 
well as a selection of draft concept plans 
to provide locals a visual demonstration of 
what the sites may look like. The website will 
allow for users to submit feedback.

CONSULT

This process will enable community 
members along the corridor to be actively 
involved in the design process. 

• Design workshops carried out in 
collaboration between the city of Yarra 
and Darebin at the Fairfield library, 
will ensure that accessibility is made 
available to all residents. 

Local 
Residents

Wurundjeri 
Council

BikeSpot 2020

Australian Youth 
Climate Coalition

Darebin City 
Council

City of Yarra 
Council

The Yarra River 
Keeper 

Association
Friends of 

Alphington Spur

Friends of Merri 
Creek 

Alphington 
Paper Mill Action 

Group

Friends of 
Fairfield

Fairfield Public 
Library

VicRoads

South 
Alphington and 
Fairfield Civic
Association

Disability 
Services

West Alphington 
Residents Inc.

Bicycle Network 

DEWLP
Department of 

Water Land and 
Planning
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Heidelberg Road Education Fairfield Activity Centre
Watercourses 
Priority Areas

Council Land
Eastern Freeway

Study Area
Proposed Development

LEGEND
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NORTHSCALE 1:10 000
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Redevelopment 

Site

Proposed 
Development

T.H Westfield
Reserve

Yarra 
Corridor

Fairfield Park 
Boathouse

Melbourne 
Polytechnic (TAFE)

Coate 
Park

Rudder 
Grange

Fairfield Activity 
Centre and 

Railway Station

Fairfield Primary 
School

Dennis
Station

Eastern Freeway
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Protected Bike Lane

Off Road Bike Lane

Signalled Crossing Water Capture and Biofiltration Site

Surface Treatment/ 
Footpath widening

Raingarden

Wayfinding Signage

Bus stop upgrade/ 
realignment

Understorey Planting
Existing Shared Cycle and 
Pedestrian Path
Shared Cycle and Vehicle 
Route

Proposed Development

CYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE PEDESTRIAN/ STREET AMENITY WSUD/ STREET GREENING

Westgarth Street

T.H Westfield
Reserve Fairfield Park 

Boathouse
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Albert Street

Yarra Bend Park Road
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NORTHLEGEND

Melbourne 
Polytechnic (TAFE)

GRZ2 IN3Z

IN3Z

IN3Z

PPRZ

NRZ

NRZ

NRZ

NRZ

IndustrialResidential

Public Land

Priority Area 01: Merri Creek and Heidelberg Road Junction

The opportunity for the provision of 
separated bicycle lanes within Zone 01 
is high due to the width of the road and 
few driveways. After Heidelberg Bridge, 
Heidelberg Road opens out into three lanes 
of traffic on either side of the road. This 
section is flanked by significant parkland 
on the southern edge and on the northern 
side is open space, residential and light 
industrial. 

Although this is a significant arterial road 
for commuter through traffic, the option 
to redirect traffic via the Eastern Freeway 
should be considered. 

Zone 01 is the intersection of a number of 
key cycle routes connecting north south 
via the Merri creek trail and east west via 
Heidelberg road. The removal of one lane of 
traffic on the northern edge for a designated 
and separated bicycle lane will improve the 
safety of cyclists by providing a physical 
separation between motor traffic.

There is opportunity on the southern edge of 
the road to include an off-road bicycle path 
and redirect pedestrian traffic through T. H 
Westfield reserve. 

Due to the steep incline along the Merri 
Creek, north/ south pedestrian links under 
Heidelberg Bridge, on the eastern side of 

the creek are not possible. The inclusion of 
a signalled zebra crossing over Heidelberg 
Road will improve the safety of the high 
volume of pedestrian traffic using the 
segmented open space for recreational 
activity. Pedestrian traffic is most significant 
in the afternoon and early morning, making 
a concentrated demand for crossing at 
specific times of the day. 

Strategies

Partnership with VicRoads, Darebin and 
Yarra Council in implementing a cohesive 
strategy and timeline to carry out joint 
works.

Work with Wurundjeri Council in providing 
culturally sensitive and appropriate signage 
to highlight the importance of Merri Creek. 
Promote environmental awareness through 
the implementation of WSUD features along 
the road to capture stormwater. 

Implement Water Sensitive Urban Design 
features along both sides of the nature strip 
during realignment works of road to reduce 
cost an minimise traffic congestion.

Use WSUD features along nature strip to 
provide a more defined buffer between 
pedestrians and traffic on both sides of the 
road. 

Replace couch grass with understorey 
drought tolerant plants to improve 
biodiversity along the road. 

Increase the length of the 2-way off road 
shared user path that borders T.H Westfield 
Reserve along the southern edge of the 
road to meet Priority Area 02. 

Add a signalled pedestrian crossing point for 
north/ south connections and improve links 
to green space divided by road. 

Relevant Clauses/ Sections

Darebin
Clause 21.02-2: Use of Indigenous planting on public 
land to increase biodiversity

Yarra
Clause 22.12: Environmental Sustainability
Clause 21.05 Transport and Infrastructure: integrate 
transport and land use decisions to support walking 
and cycling infrastructure
Clause 21.06 Transport: objective and strategies to 
promote active transport and reduce car dependency 

VicRoads
Pedestrian 
Pedestrian Actuated Traffic Signals (Midblock): AST 
1742.10, Clause 8.1
General Requirements: AST 1742.10, Clause 5

Bike (Refer to Priority 03)

SCALE 1:5000

St
re

et
s/

 L
oc

at
io

ns

Recommended 
Treatment

Objective

Heidelberg 
Road

Westfield St

T.H Westfield 
Reserve

Nature strip planting 

Biofiltration garden and 
stormwater capture site

Nature strip raingarden 

Victoria St 
and Jeffrey 
Road 

Westgarth St

Upgrade narrow advisory kerb 
side lane and install continuous 
bike lane (removal of traffic 
lane) with buffer

Improve cyclist safety and 
confidence and increase driver 
awareness of other street users.

Improve pedestrian amenity and 
encourage greater use of public 
transport through integrating 
shelter, seating, lighting and way-
finding and signage at bus stops

Passive Irrigation for 
established tress

Bus stop improvements

Signalled pedestrian crossing 
at Merri Creek and Heidelberg 
Road Junction

Make safe a popular north 
south popular pedestrian 
crossing point.

Redirect stormwater to irrigate 
existing street trees.

Slow stormwater runoff, 
increase planting 

Utilise area subject to innundation 
for stormwater capture site

Shared vehicle and cycling with 
‘sharrow’ markings. 

Provide a safe cycle connection 
to Dennis Station and High 
Street Activity Precinct

Improve and strengthen 
biodiversity links by replacing 
couch grass with a selection of 
drought tolerant understorey 
plants

Improve biodiversity links 
through WSUD design treatment

Raingarden traffic Island and 
nature strip treatment

Encourage north, south link to 
Birrarung (Yarra) Corridor, that 
incorporates Wurundjeri place 
names

Wayfinding signage

ZONE 01

P4 Arterial connection through Fairfield and Alphington and 
the boundary between the City of Darebin and City of Yarra. 
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Priority Area 02: Westgarth Street and Heidelberg Road Intersection

Bus Stop Upgrades and Footpath and 
Cycle Amenity 

The Westgarth Street and Heidelberg Road  
intersection is identified as a priority area 
for improving public transport amenity, and 
pedestrian and cyclist safety. 

In providing improved amenity for a 
local community of all abilities, it will be 
necessary to upgrade and realign the 
existing bus stops on the north and south 
edges of Heidelberg Road. This will support:

• An increase in usability and accessibility 
of public transport along the corridor 
as a reliable commute alternative to 
Fairfield train station. 

• Clear accessible path of travel to bus 
shelter and from shelter to the bus

• Clear accessible path (with no 
obstructions) of travel for pedestrian 
movement on bordering footpath.

The location of a bus stop can be a 
contentious issue, therefore early 
engagement with community will be 
paramount in successful implementation. 

The Department of Transport (DoT) is the 
responsible authority legislated in providing 
accessible public transport within Victoria. 
The realignment or movement of a bus 

stop will require early engagement and 
consultation with local residents, DoT, 
Darebin and Yarra Council, VicRoads and 
Transdev.  

New cycle lanes along Heidelberg Road 
come under the responsibility of VicRoads. 

As both sides of Heidelberg Road need 
footpath upgrades Darebin Council 
and Yarra Council will need to work 
collaboratively to provide a consistant 
footpath width and maintainance strategy.

By aligning bus stop upgrades with cycle 
and pedestrian amenity along Heidelberg 
Road, implementation will be more efficient 
and cost effective.
 
Strategies

Improve bus stop amenity and encourage 
greater use of public transport through 
integrating a  shelter, seating, lighting and 
signage

Install wayfinding and signage at bus stops 
and intersection crossing  for pedestrians 
and cyclists to provide directions to the 
Merri Creek and Yarra Trail and other sites 
of interest. 

Implement understorey planting along the 

nature strip on Northern side. 

Improve consistancy in footpath width on 
northern and southern sides that work in 
cohesion with proposed new bus stops. 

Relevant Clauses/ Sections

Victorian Planning Provisions
Clause 18.01-1 To create a safe and sustainable 
transport system by integrating land-use and transport
Clause 56.06-1: Integrated Mobility 
Clause 56.06-6: Bus priority measures (Standard C19)

Yarra
Clause 22.12: Environmental Sustainability
Clause 21.05 Transport and Infrastructure: integrate 
transport and land use decisions to support walking 
and cycling infrastructure

VicRoads
Providing for cyclists at bus stops using an offroad 
bicycle path: VicRoads Supplement to AS 1742.9 
Attachment B
Providing for cyclists at kerb outstand bus
stops: VicRoads Supplement to AS 1742.9 Attachment 
B

Source: Moreland City Council, Moving a Bus Stop, 
<https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/
areas/transport/moving-a-bus-stop-as-part-of-a-
construction-projectl.pdf> accessed 11 Nov 2020

City of Melbourne, Darling St, 
Stormwater Harvesting Project

Source: <https://greeningthewest.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2015/05/completed-
darling-st.jpg>

Clowes Street biodiversity 
planting site, City of Melbourne & 
Melbourne University: Post-plant 
installation (November 2019) & 
Arden Street biodiversity planting 
site

Source: David Hannah, < https://
www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/
SiteCollectionDocuments/streetscape-
biodiversity-case-study.pdf> 

Brunswick, Melbourne, Civil and 
Cultural precint, with WSUD road 
treatment, Enlocus Landscape 
Architects 

< http://enlocus.com/portfolio/brunswick-
civic-and-cultural-precinct/>
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Landscaping, 
maximum 
300mm high to 
provide visibility

Green coloured  
surface 
treatment 
pedestrian 
crossing

Bus stop, 
with shelter 
and seating

Fairfield Park

Barrier Kerb

Designated 
two way  
cycle track

Tactile 
Paving

Pedestrian 
Path

Stormwater 
Inlet

Top of kerb face 
for indented bus 
bay
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P3
Heidelberg Road has a small activity centre that also 
provides good connection to Fairfield train station and 
Activity hub. 

SCALE 1:5000

City of Port Phillip Wayfinding 
Signage, Studio Binocular

Source: https://www.studiobinocular.com/
projects/city-of-port-phillip-wayfinding/

Sydney Metro North-West Bus 
Shelter, Vert Design

Source: https://www.vertdesign.com.au/
sydney-metro-north-west-bus-shelters/
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Recommended 
Treatment

Objective

Heidelberg 
Road

Cut through medians

Kerb raingarden 

Rathmines 
Street and 
Gillies Street

Station 
Street

Arthur
Street
Fairfield 
Road

Gilles Street

Remove narrow advisory kerb 
side lane and install continuous 
Install buffered bike
lane (removal of parking and 
traffic lane)

Increase safety of cyclists at 
intersection and limit collisions 
with turning traffic.

Increase north, south connectivity 
and links to Fairfield Activity 
Centre
Improve cyclist connection 
through controlled intersections. Install cyclist head starts

Protected Intersection

Install buffered bike lanes 

Slow stormwater runoff, 
increase planting along corridor

Provide a safe cycle connection 
to Dennis Station and High 
Street Activity Precinct
Increase driver awareness of 
other road users

To provide accessible and 
easy crossings for people of all 
physical abilities 

Improve and strengthen 
biodiversity links by replacing 
couch grass with a selection of 
drought tolerant understorey 
plants.

Improve biodiversity links 
through WSUD design treatment

Raingarden bike lane buffer 
treatment

Increase cyclist safety and 
confidence as well as increasing 
driver awareness of other street 
users.

Passive Irrigation for 
established tress

Redirect stormwater to irrigate 
existing street trees.

Nature strip planting 

Shared vehicle and cycling 
with ‘sharrow’ markings and 
signage, linking proposed, 
southern, Park Crs alternate 
cycle route

Encourage cyclists to use 
alternate southern cycle route 
that connects Zone 03 to 
Zone 01 

Increase WSUD implementation 
treatment in areas prone to 
innundation. Increase biodiversity 
links

(North Bound) Shared vehicle 
and cycling: upgrade existing 
bike lane with green paint and 
‘sharrow’ markings’

Alternate cycle route connection  
with signage and road markings

Encourage cyclists to use 
alternate routes in accessing 
Fairfield Activity Centre

Nature strip raingarden 

Kerb raingarden 

Protected Bike Lane

Head Start Cycle Signal

Southern Edge Bike Lane 
Raingarden Buffer
Raingarden

Wayfinding Signage

Cut Through Median 
for Level Crossing

Traffic Calming/ 1 Lane 
Removed

Bus stop upgrade/ 
realignment
One Way Traffic with 
Landscaped Pinchpoint

Additional Planting/ 
Street Trees

Commercial

Industrial Residential

Public Land

Existing Shared Cycle and 
Pedestrian Path

Shared Cycle and Vehicle

Painted Bike Lane

Alternate Cycle Route

Marked Cycle Lane

CYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE

PEDESTRIAN/ STREET AMENITY

WSUD/ STREET GREENING

LEGENDZONE 02

BUS BUS
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Grandview Hotel

Remove one vehicle 
lane for designated 
bike lane

Remove Left turn

Planted buffer

Protected bike lane

Raingarden planting 
adjacent to road

Tactile 
paving

Cyclist 
headstart

Passive 
Irrigation

WSUD 
planted cycle 

buffer with 
concrete 

edge

Priority Area 03: Station Street Intersection

The Station Street, Heidelberg intersection is identified as a 
priority area for improvements to public amenity and cyclist 
safety. This will be achieved through the removal of the 
outside lanes on the south and north edges. This makes 
the stretch, along Heidelberg Road, a consistent width, 
from Station Street to Perry Street, before it opens out at 
Chandler Highway intersection. Reallocating the outside 
lane on either side will provide space for protected cycle 
lanes while also accommodating two lanes for through 
traffic. Planted buffers will not only protect cyclists but will 
capture and filter stormwater. 

The removal of lanes will mean a reduction in clearway 
parking and no left turn into Station Street, west bound. 
This will require a trial period of the proposed concept 
to assess changes to traffic movement and cyclability 
connection. 

Painted designated cycle lanes are proposed for the whole 
stretch of Zone 02 as it is not possible in some areas to 
fully separate cyclists from vehicles. 

The buffered designated bike lanes will be between Arthur 
and Station street, city bound and from the beginning of 
the Grand View Hotel to Station Street, east bound. These 
buffers will ensure cyclist safety through Station Street 
intersection, which has been identified by cyclists as a 
dangerous intersection (BikeSpot 2020).

With little to no setback to property boundaries and 
footpath kerb to road conditions, the implementation of 
cycle lanes will provide a barrier between fast moving traffic 
and pedestrians. 
 
The development of higher level on road cycle facilities 
will require an ongoing process of consultation with the 
Department of Transport (VicRoad) as the responsible 

authority and ongoing coordination and partnership 
between the City of Darebin and Yarra councils. 
Consultation with business owners will also be key in 
gaining support and will be carried out as the first step in 
the process. 

Strategies

Early consultation with business owners

Support a consistent four lanes of traffic along Heidelberg 
Road to improve useability for cyclists and pedestrians.

Install temporary barriers for the allocation of cycle lanes as  
part of a pilot project 

Improve wayfinding signage
 

Relevant Clauses/ Sections

Yarra
Clause 22.04 – Industrial and Commercial Activity: endure high standard 
of urban design is achieved, including suitable landscaping 

VicRoads
Bicycle lane lines at intersections: VicRoads Supplement to AS 1742.2 
Clause 5.4.4
Sharrow pavement markings: VicRoads Supplement to AS 1742.9 Clause 
2.3
Continuity Lines through traffic: Austroads Guide to Traffic Management 
Part 10 Section 6.3.6
Coloured Pavement of Bicycle Lane: Austroads Guide to Traffic 
Management Part 10 Section 6.6 

Precedent Image Source:
<https://www.governmentarchitect.nsw.gov.au/resources/case-stud-
ies/2017/11/bourke-street-cycleway>
<VicRoads, Cycle Intersection, NearMaps>
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SCALE 1: 500

Protected Intersection at Albert 
and Landsdowne Streets, 
Melbourne

City of Sydney, Bourke Street 
Cycleway and pedestrian 
orientated street, Simon Woods
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Priority Area 04: Broomfield Reserve

With Fairfield main drain running directly 
under Broomfield Reserve, this site has 
been identified for improving water cycle 
management through the incorporation of 
a raingarden which will slow and reduce the 
amount of polluted water that makes its way 
to the Birrarung. It has also been selected 
as a site to improve north/ south connection 
and link to the proposed Park Crs alternate 
cycle route, which can be accessed by 
Alphington Street, located opposite the 
reserve.  

The implementation of Water Sensitive 
Urban Design features in Zone 02 and 03 
are classified as a high priority in actively 
reducing the volume of polluted water 
making its way to the Birrarung. Planning 
Scheme overlays for flooding illustrate 
both zones are prone to inundation and 
this provides an opportunity for effective 
management of water that will have flow 
on effects in greening streets and providing 
stronger ecological links and pedestrian 
amenity.  

This will also support the delivery of water 
cycle management targets highlighted in 
the City of Darebin’s Watershed: Towards 
a Water Sensitive Darebin, water cycle 
management strategy 2015-2025.  Zone 
03 provides ample opportunity and sites 
for establishing raingardens and passive 

irrigation on council land, such as roads, 
laneways, nature strips and kerb extensions. 
Additionally, undertaking stormwater 
harvesting for open space and parks will 
provide interactive spaces that educate 
communities on sustainable management 
of stormwater.

Strategies

Add signage in Broomfield Reserve to 
provide information on the process of 
water filtration as well as highlighting the 
importance of protecting the Birrarung.

Advocate for partnership with Melbourne 
water, Wurundjeri Council, Darebin and 
Yarra council in effective management of 
stormwater and improve the health of the 
Birrarung and its riparian edge.

Across Heidelberg Road, improve cycle 
and pedestrian connection and strengthen 
Alphington Street link to the  Birrarung and 
Park Crs cycle route. 

Add bike station and rest area at Broomfield 
Reserve. 

Improve biodiversity through diversity of 
selected vegetation for raingardens and 
passive irrigation sites.

Relevant Clauses/ Sections

Darebin
Clause 21.02-2: waterway protection through 
appropriate stormwater and overland flow management 
and integrated water management 
22.12-2: Reduce impact of stormwater run-off

Yarra
Clause 12.03-1R: Yarra River Protection

VicRoads
Navigational aids for cyclists - Direction signs: AS 
1742.9 Clause 5.4
Bicycle excepted signage - at local area traffic manage-
ment sites: AS 1742.13 Clause 4.2.12

SCALE 1:5000
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Recommended 
Treatment

Objective

Heidelberg 
Road

Broomfield 
Avenue

Park Cres

Alphington 
Street

Nature strip planting 

Bioswale

Nature strip raingarden 

Offroad cycle and pedestrian 
shared path 

Perry and 
Tower 
Avenue

Alphington 
Rail Spur

Raingarden at Broomfield 
Reserve

Reduce volume of untreated stormwater 
entering into the Birrarung and Merri 
Creek
Improve pedestrian amenity and encourage 
greater use of public transport through 
integrating shelter, seating, lighting and 
wayfinding and signage at bus stops

Passive Irrigation for 
established tress

Bus stop improvements

Signalled pedestrian crossing at 
Broomfield Avenue

Wayfinding signage

Encourage north, south connection along 
Alphington Street, linking to proposed 
alternate cycle route along Rose Cres
Provide accessible and easy crossings for 
people of all physical abilities
Encourage north, south link to Birrarung 
(Yarra) Corridor, that incorporates 
Wurundjeri place names

Redirect stormwater to irrigate existing 
street trees.

Utilise existing swale for stormwater 
filtration site and increase ecological link 
through swale planting

Shared vehicle and cycling with 
‘sharrow’ markings. 

Shared vehicle and cycling with 
‘sharrow’ markings. 

Encourage cyclists to use alternate route 
to avoid unsafe conditions on Heidelberg 
Road.

Provide cycle connection to Alphington Spur 
proposed park and link to Fairfield Activity 
Centre 

Improve and strengthen biodiversity links 
by replacing couch grass with a selection of 
drought tolerant understorey plants

Provide safe connections to Fairfield train 
station for new residents at the APM site

Improve biodiversity links through WSUD 
design treatment

Incorporate local rail history as well as 
Wurundjeri place names and links to the 
Birrarung. 

Opportunity for public art installation that 
could be driven by local communities to 
represent neighbourhood character

Landscaped kerb extention 
and pinch point with WSUD 
treatment, make one way street, 
bikes accepted

Support alternate cycle route on Park Cres 
by limiting through traffic. 
Slow stormwater runoff, increase planting

Wayfinding signage

Community led public art 
installation

WSUD/ STREET 
GREENING

CYCLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

PEDESTRIAN/ 
STREET AMENITY

Existing Shared 
Cycle and 
Pedestrian

On Road Cycle 
Lane

Alternate Cycle 
Route

Marked Cycle 
Lane

Raingarden

Additional 
Nature Strip 
Planting/ Street 
Trees

Signalled Crossing

Pinch Point with 
Landscaping

Bus Stop

Wayfinding Signage

LEGEND

P5 Eastern Freeway connection via Chandler Highway
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Passive irrigation 
with increased 
understorey 
habitat

Safe crossing point 
to connect Darebin 
to Coate Park and 
alternate cycle route

FAIRFIELD MAIN DRAIN

NORTH

Rain Garden
WSUD

Rain Garden
WSUD

Heidelberg 
Road

Bioretention Layers

Raised walkway
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Priority Area 05: Fairfield Railway Spur

The Fairfield Railway Spur, also known as 
the Alphington Rail Spur, is a historical site 
that was once part of the outer rail circle 
network as well as a line that previously 
served the AMCOR Paper Mill. Local 
residents have used the former spur line for 
open space since it ceased service. Recently 
it was utilised during the construction of the 
Grange Road level crossing removal project, 
but now remains empty. 

The site is (1.44ha) and runs north-south 
between Heidelberg Road and Railway 
Place. It is owned by the State Government 
and managed by VicTrack, and is zoned 
as Public Use Land Zone 4 (Transport).  
Currently, Darebin Council have adopted 
an advocacy position that states that, a 
direct shared user path should be provided 
through the length of the site. This would 
provide a direct connection between APM 
and Fairfield Activity Centre and railway 
station. 

As stated in Darebin Council Meeting 
Agenda for the 29th of April 2019, 
transforming the site into parkland would 
align with Council Plans and Policy in 
achieving:

Goal 1 - A sustainable city 

Specifically:
1.2: We will increase sustainable transport through 

safer streets for walking and cycling, and advocacy for 
public transport. 

1.3 We will expand and improve our network of open 
and green spaces, parks and natural environments to 
provide the lungs for our city and reduce the impacts of 
climate change. 

Goal 3 - A liveable city 

Specifically:

3.1: We will encourage and facilitate appropriate 
high-quality development in identified areas to create 
opportunities for living accessibly to public transport, 
infrastructure, open space and attractive, safe public 
areas. 

Environmental Sustainability Considerations 

The provision of additional open space, green canopy, 
habitat and active transport links will assist in creating 
a more sustainable city. 

Preliminary consultation carried out by Yarra 
City Council during July and August 2019 
with key community groups in relation to the 
redevelopment of the APM site, highlighted 
the desire of community members for 
Darebin Council to: 

Retain the former railway spur site connecting APM as 
a public land connection between APM and Fairfield 
station and shopping centre

Strategies

Advocate for land to remain public, as there 
is a demonstrated need in Darebin for more 
open space. 

Highlight the ‘opportunity for the state 
government to explore innovative models for 
long term management of public land, such 
as leasing it on long term leases. Council 
is currently trialling this approach with one 
of its own sites’.  (Darebin Council Meeting, 
29th April 2019)
 
Formalise the direct pedestrian and cycle 
connection between Fairfield Activity Centre 
and APM precinct.

Make pathways continuous and 
accessible from existing communities, 
as well as connections across the site to 
accommodate for a range of pedestrian and 
cyclist movement. 

Enhance the link as a strategic cycle route 
that provides a well signed connection to 
the Birrarung (Yarra) Corridor 

The linear park should accommodate active 
and passive space along the stretch. 

Biodiversity should be enhanced through 
WSUD design implementation as well as 

a diverse drought tolerant understorey 
planting program to enhance ecological 
links. 

Relevant Clauses/ Sections

Victorian Planning Provisions 
Clause 53.18 - Stormwater management in urban 
development: Integrated approach to the planning, 
design and assessment of new developments that 
connects all the elements of the water cycle together.

Darebin
Clause 22.12-2- Urban Ecology, protect and enhance 
biodiversity, encourage planting of indigenous 
vegetation  

Source: Darebin City Council, AGENDA OF THE
COUNCIL MEETING Held on Monday 29 April 
2019 < http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/-/
media/cityofdarebin/Files/YourCouncil/
HowCouncilWorks/MeetingAgendasMinutes/
CouncilMeetings/2019/29Apr/Minutes-29April2019.
ashx?la=en > accessed 11 Nov 2020

JPE Design Studio, Holland Street 
Upgrade with Integrated WSUD initiatives, 
Thebarton, Adelaide, Sam Noonan

Source: https://www.watersensitivesa.com/aila-award-
winning-projects-embrace-wsud/
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Yarra City Council, Inner Circle Trail with 
Garden Bed Litter Trap, WSUD feature,  
filtering pollutants out of stormwater
Fitzroy North, Melbourne

Utilise existing swale Biodiverse planting along 
shared pedestrian and 
cycle path

WSUD edge treatment 
adjacent to road

Shared 
pedestrian and 

cycle path
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INDICATOR IMPLEMENTATION SITE DESIRED OUTCOME PRIORITY COUNCIL COST (HIGH, 
MODERATE, LOW) 
RESPONSIBILITY (IF 
NOT COUNCIL)

MAINTAINANCE LOCAL COUNCIL TARGETS AND ACTIONS

WATER HIGH (WITHIN ONE TO 
TWO YEARS)

MEDIUM (WITHIN TWO 
TO THREE YEARS)

LOW (WITHIN THREE TO 
FIVE YEARS) 

Darebin Timeframe Yarra Timeframe

STORMWATER Reduce volume of 
stormwater entering into 
waterways

Reduce amount of  
pollution and litter from 
stormwater before 
reaching the Birrarung 
(Yarra River) and Merri 
Creek

Increased tree growth 
through passive 
irregation, which helps tp 
cool the area with shade 
and evapotranspiration.

Reduce reliance on 
potable water and 
associated costs,  through 
collected stormwater 
irrigation systems

Improved biodiversity 
through planting 

Improved  amenity and 
livability of areas

The responsibility for 
the maintainance of 
Raingardens can be split 
by Council bodies:

Parks and Garden 
Department maintains 
plants and garden beds
Road and Drainage: Pits 
and pipes

Maintainance is ongoing

Every 3 months for 
vegetation and erosion

Annually for filter sediment 
removal 

Investigate/implement large scale stormwater harvesting and increase 
permeable surfaces to relieve flooding in high-risk areas

Implement programs and works to protect and improve the health of Darebin’s 
waterways and waterbodies

Work collaboratively with agency partners, Councils, regional bodies and the 
Darebin community on water projects

(Darebin Climate Emergency Plan 2018)

2015-2025 By 2024, 15% of total water consumption by Council to come from alternative 
sources (e.g. harvested rainwater and stormwater)

Through an Integrated Water Management Plan set targets for improved water 
quality

Develop options to implement trials or permanent works to enhance streets-
capes through increasing tree plantings and permeable surfaces to mitigate 
heat, wind exposure and flood risk 

(Yarra City Council Climate Emergency Plan 2020)

2020-2024

WSUD and Passive 
Irrigation

Raingarden HIGH (Approx. 
2 years 
establishment)

Moderate
Subject to annual budget

Cost effective when 
incorporated into asset 
management and 
maintenance programs

Incorporate WSUD 
measures into planned 
drainage or streetscape 
works

Reduce annual nitrogen load leaving the municipality by a further 650 kilograms 
(kg)

Continue to ensure that 100% of new or replacement trees planted have either:
No irrigation need (beyond establishment), passive irrigation, irrigation from 
alternative water sources

2015-2025 Investigate the feasibility of stormwater harvesting opportunities across the 
municipality

2020-2030

Nature strip Westfield St, Austin Street, Tower 
Avenue

Community Engagement

Collaborate with external stakeholders, including water authorities, to investigate 
funding opportunities for stormwater harvesting

Work with Melbourne Water to identify collaboration opportunities to improve the 
condition of City of Yarra waterways identified in the Healthy Waterways Strategy

(Integrated Water Management Plan 2020-2030 DRAFT)
Corner/Kerb Outstand 

and channel
Station St and Heidelberg 
Road, Fairfield Road, Arthur St, 
Hanslope Ave

Community Engagement

Hold a minimum of three water focused community engagement and education 
activities each year

Hold a minimum of four Water Sensitive City Group meetings per year 

(Watershed: Darebin Stormwater Managament Plan 

Sloping Alphington Avenue

Buffer Heidelberg Road (Zone 01)
Heidelberg Road (Zone 02)

Park P.H Westfield Reserve
Broomfield Reserve
Alphington Rail Spur 
Coate Park

Moderate

Subject to annual budget

Passive Irrigation for 
established tress

Heidelberg Road, 
Station Street, Fairfield Road

MEDIUM- 
Ongoing (based 
on number of 
proposed
trees)

Moderate

Subject to annual budget

Passive Irrigation for 
proposed trees with 
underdrainage

Heidelberg Road Moderate/ High

Subject to annual budget
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INDICATOR IMPLEMENTATION SITE DESIRED OUTCOME PRIORITY COUNCIL 
COST (HIGH, 
MODERATE, LOW) 
& RESPONSIBILITY 
(IF NOT COUNCIL)

MAINTAINANCE LOCAL COUNCIL TARGETS AND ACTIONS

VEGETATION PRIORITY RATING

HIGH (WITHIN ONE TO 
TWO YEARS)

MEDIUM (WITHIN TWO 
TO THREE YEARS)

LOW (WITHIN THREE 
TO FIVE YEARS)

DAREBIN TIMEFRAME YARRA TIMEFRAME

Number of Trees Street trees Heidelberg Road MEDIUM- 
Ongoing 
process based 
on number of 
trees)

Moderate/ High (with 
raingarden tree pit)

Subject to annual 
budget

Ongoing Increase urban street tree population by at least a net gain of 400 trees each
financial year until 2020.

Increase the percentage cover of permeable surfaces in the streetscape by 15% 
by 2020

Increase the total percentage of canopy cover on streets by at least 25% by 
2020. 

(Green Streets Streetscape Strategy 2012-2020)

2012-2020 Canopy cover in Yarra will increase by 25% (from 2014 levels) by 2040. *This 
represents an increase from 17% to 21.25% total canopy

Annual Tree Planting Program Plant between 400-800 street and park trees 
per year as part of the annual planting program with the right tree in the right 
location and focus on canopy trees where possible.

Develop a 10 year Priority Planting Plan Priority Planting Plan designed to 
highlight locations of greatest need, based on consideration of criteria data maps
showing:
a) Hotspots
b) Social Vulnerability
c) Pedestrian Activity Zones  

Engage community to support urban forest principles

(Urban Forest Strategy 2017)

2017-OngoingIncrease the number of trees along 
Heidelberg Road

Increase tree canopy cover in study area

Biodiversity Understorey Planting 

Corridor Heidelberg Road MEDIUM High (associated 
road works and curb 
realignment)

Ongoing

Adjoining Streets Westfield St, Austin Street, Tower 
Avenue, Station St, Fairfield 
Rd, Arthur St, Hanslope Ave, 
Alphington Ave

HIGH Low/ Moderate (exist-
ing nature strips)

Ongoing Increase the total percentage of multilayered vegetation and tree canopy cover 
on public land to 25 per cent by 2028 as identified in the Urban Forest Strategy.

Create a species palette of hardy plants including perennial productive food 
plants
(Breathing Space, Darebin Open Space Strategy 2019)

2019-Ongoing

ACTIVE TRANSPORT

Walking/ Accessability Cut through medians Rathmines St and Gillies St HIGH Dependent on council 
budget 

Yearly Develop high quality key pedestrian and cycle links across Darebin

Increase pedestrian and cycle priority over vehicles within activity centres and
along local streets. Removing slip lanes, reducing traffic speeds and “tuning” 
traffic signals in pedestrians’ favour can reduce barriers for pedestrians and 
cyclists, and create a more enjoyable and a safer environment.

(Darebin Transport Strategy 2007-2027)

2007-2027 Advocate for additional and safer road crossing facilities for pedestrians on 
arterial roads across the municipality.

Review pedestrian signal phase timings to assist pedestrians who are not able to 
complete crossing within the usual allocated green time. Identify opportunities to 
implement demand responsive signal technology, based on scientific evidence of 
benefit for pedestrians. Review and reduce “call up” or “wait” times at pedestrian 
signals. Prioritise areas that are frequented by young families, older people or 
people with disabilities.

Review the assessment process and criteria for Council’s footpath renewal 
program to ensure a priority is given to safe access for pedestrians of all abilities.

(City of Yarra Safe Travel Strategy 2016)

2016-2026

Signalled pedestrian 
crossing point

Heidelberg Road Zone 03 HIGH DoT: VicRoads

Footpath widening 
along primary green 
spine connections

Arthur St MEDIUM-LOW Darebin Council Yearly check

Cycling Install bike head starts

Upgrade narrow 
advisory kerb side lane 
and install continuous 
bike lane (removal of 
parking / traffic lane)

Heidelberg Road Zone 01 & 02 
and Station Street Intersection

HIGH VicRoads or
State Government
funding required

Road 
maintainance/ 
repainting of road 
marking -Every 4-5 
Years. 

Engaging with vulnerable groups to identify and prioritise issues, including older 
people; monitoring and reporting road safety issues Speed reduction program 
(50kmh to 40kmh in residential streets)

Reduce the number of serious injuries to vulnerable road users (cyclists and 
pedestrians) by 30%.

(Darebin Safe Travel Stratgey 2018-2028)

2018-2028

Alternate cycle route 
connection  with 
signage

Broomfield Ave, Alphington St, 
Park Crs, Alphington Rail Spur

Dependent on council 
budget

Yearly

Install buffered bike
lanes 

Heidelberg Road Zone 01 and 02 HIGH- (Ongoing 
process)

VicRoads or
State Government
funding required

Frequent 
Maintainance

Upgrade existing bike
lane with green paint 

Station St MEDIUM VicRoads or
State Government
funding required

Repainting of road 
marking -Every 4-5 
Years. 
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INDICATOR IMPLEMENTATION/ 
ACTION

SITE DESIRED OUTCOME PRIORITY COUNCIL COST (HIGH, 
MODERATE, LOW) & 
RESPONSIBILITY (IF NOT 
COUNCIL)

MAINTAINANCE LOCAL COUNCIL TARGETS AND ACTIONS

AMENITY PRIORITY RATING

HIGH (WITHIN ONE 
TO TWO YEARS)

MEDIUM (WITHIN 
TWO TO THREE 
YEARS)

LOW (WITHIN 
THREE TO FIVE 
YEARS)

DAREBIN TIMEFRAME YARRA TIMEFRAME

Public Transport (Bus) Safe bus shelters with 
lighting

Reconstruct space near  
bus stops and shelters to 
create clear, accessable 
path of travel.

Heidelberg Road/ Yarra Bend 
Road & Jeffrey Street
Heidelberg Road/ Station St & 
Arthur St

Encourage and increase the use 
of public transport through well 
design bus stops that are safe 
and well lit. 

Making bus stops accessable for 
more people with varied abilities. 

 

HIGH HIGH

Construction and traffic 
managemnet will likely make 
this project costly

Joint funding with Public 
Transport Victoria 

Responsible Authority: 
Department of Transport

Ongoing/ Weekly 
requirement for 
cleaning, Transdev 
Responsibility 

Advocate for developer contributions to be allocated to sustainable transport 
measures. These may include bus shelters, signage, footpath widening and spe-
cial paving for the mobility-impaired.

Review public transport provision in Darebin in line with the “Darebin Connec-
tions” framework. See Key concept: Darebin Connections. As a first step, Darebin 
proposes that the Department of Infrastructure bring forward its Bus Review to 
pilot the proposed service level guidelines and redistribution of resources.

Improve public transport nodes and interchanges within Darebin. This may in-
clude station upgrades to accommodate more passengers and the facilitation of 
safer and easier interchange between different public transport services at main 
activity centres.

Improve public lighting. This is particularly critical for encouraging people to walk 
or use public transport for journeys to and from work in winter, for shift workers 
and evening outings.

(Darebin Transport Strategy 2007-2027)

2007-2027 Advocate for road space changes to improve the speed of buses relative to cars. 
This will include dedicated bus lanes and stop treatments.

Work with private operators and State Government to provide extended time span 
and better frequency for buses within Yarra and for Metropolitan Melbourne.

Work with private operators and DOI to ensure DDA compliant, accessible 
platforms, seating, shelter, timetable information and locality maps are provided 
at the majority of bus and tram stops.

(Strategic Transport Statement 2006)

2006

Park Planning scheme amend-
ments required to rezone 
land to facilitate new 
proposed linear park.

Alphinton Rail Spur Contribute to connecting green 
spines. 

Increase access to greenspace

Improve safe connection for 
pedestrians and cyclists

Facilitate access to Fairfield 
Railway Station

HIGH Victoria Government 
engagement; long term 
leasing of land to council

Darebin City Council 

Ongoing (Refer to 
Stormwater)

Increase the mode share for people on bikes, pedestrians, and public transport 
users by 20 percentage points.

(Darebin Safe Travel Stratgey 2018-2028)

2018-2028 Not Applicable

Over time, plan and deliver open space improvements where there are gaps in 
the current level of service/amenity provision.

Improve connections for active transport by reducing the number of ‘missing 
links’ in the walking and cycling network.

Consider adding cycling links through key open spaces, where it can improve the 
network of off road cycling paths.

Identify parcels of land owned by schools, government bodies and private land 
owners and develop partnerships with their owners to increase access to open 
space.

(Breathing Space, Darebin Open Space Strategy 2019-Ongoing)

2019-Ongoing

 


