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Case in Comparative, Transnational and Diasporic Perspective 
 

10am to 12Noon, 14 & 15 June 2022 (Melbourne Time, AEDT) 
International Webinar/Symposium 

 
 
June 14, 10am to 12Noon (Melbourne, AEST); June 14, 9am (Seoul KST); June 13, 8pm (NY, EDT);  
June 13, 5pm (LA, PDT) 
 

Time Speakers Presentation titles 

10:00am -10:05am Opening  

10:05 – 10:20 Speaker 1 – Nora KIM Forgotten Refugees and Erased “Multicultural” 
Subjects 

10:20 – 10:35 Speaker 2 – Erin CHUNG Korean Diasporic Citizenship: Two Tales of 
Political Incorporation in Japan and the United 
States 

10:35 – 10:50 Speaker 3 - Hyun-Mee KIM The Road to School: Refugee Children's Public 
Education Experience in South Korea 
 

10:50 – 11:05 Speaker 4 – Kyungja JUNG Representation of South Korean working 
holidaymakers in Australia in South Korean 
newspapers 

11:05 – 11:15 10 min break  

11:15 – 11:30 Speaker 5 – Sohoon YI Refracted Racialization: Simultaneous 
imaginations of Europe and Islam and the 
Construction of Islamophobia in South Korea 

11:30 – 12:00 Q&A  

12:00 Noon Closing  

 
June 15, 10am to 12Noon (Melbourne, AEST); June 15, 9am (Seoul KST) 
 

10:00 – 10:15 Speaker 6 – Seungsook 
MOON 

Between Neoliberalism and Democracy: Resisting 
the Market Logic and Adopting Market Practices 

10:15 – 10:30 Speaker 7 – Timothy LIM Marriage Migration, Multiculturalism, and the 
Transformation of an Ethnonationalist Nation-
State: A Discursive Institutional Approach 

10:30 – 10:45 Speaker 8 – Hyein CHO Navigating violence, negotiating patriarchies: 
Korean diasporic women in Australia’s 
transnational help-seeking experiences 

10:45 – 11:00 Speaker 9 – Jaeeun KIM Between Sacred Gift and Profane Exchange: 
Identity Craft and Relational Work in Asylum 
Claims-Making on Religious Grounds 

11:00 – 11:10 10 min break  

11:10 – 11:25  Speaker 10 – Gil-Soo Han ‘No Abe, Yes Japan’ Movement in 2019: 
Bolstering National Pride and Identity 

11:25 – 11:55 Q&A  

11:55am Closing  

 
RSVP required – Click here to register.  



https://monash.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwoceutqDkiGddwfDtg3-lz_ixW_EkZxtmu 

 
 
 
Paper Titles and Abstracts (200 words) 
 
Speaker 1 – Nora KIM 
Title: Forgotten Refugees and Erased “Multicultural” Subjects: The Vietnam War and South 
Korea’s Subimperial Nation-Building 
 
Abstract: I revisit South Korea’s involvement in the mostly forgotten Vietnam War, and 
examines lingering effects of the war on South Korea’s subimperial nation-building in 
general and on the contemporary multicultural policies in particular. The Vietnam War 
served as a steppingstone for South Korea to transform itself from a war-torn country to an 
economic subempire in Asia. Encounters with Vietnamese refugees aftermath of the War 
helped forming South Korea’s subimperial gaze, solidifying the racial inferiority of South 
Koreans to the US but establishing superiority over the Vietnamese. Further, the 
resettlement of Vietnamese refugees laid the foundation for the practices of contemporary 
South Korean multiculturalism. Aftermath of the Vietnam War, South Korea presented itself 
as a benevolent protector of Vietnamese refugees. The brutal acts committed on the 
battlefields and the neglect of the Vietnamese refugees living at the margins of South 
Korean society have been effaced from the public memory. Through the work of selective 
memory, the “multicultural” South Korea presents itself yet again as a caring supporter of 
Vietnamese migrant wives. It is through this cultural amnesia that the contemporary 
multiculturalism discourse and practice are advertised as a novel cultural globalization 
project that is free of historical guilt or responsibility. 
 
 
Speaker 2 – Erin CHUNG 
Title: Korean Diasporic Citizenship: Two Tales of Political Incorporation in Japan and the United 
States 
Abstract:  
How do national states and societies come to define specific populations as foreign? And how does 
this racialization process affect political claims-making? Focusing on the Korean diasporic 
populations in Japan and the United States, this paper examines how immigration and citizenship 
policies have structured and constrained their relationships to both the host and sending states. 
Chung argues that the terms of each community’s political incorporation racialized both groups as 
foreigners and, at the same time, structured opportunities for specific forms of political participation 
in their host societies. While postwar citizenship policies in Japan stripped Koreans of their Japanese 
citizenship, they created openings for Koreans to gain political influence vis-à-vis their homeland and 
host states. By contrast, postwar legislation that made Korean immigrants eligible for U.S. citizenship 
structured their inclusion in a highly contingent way and had a chilling effect on their political 
activities. Citizenship for both communities, however, was a critical source of diasporic mobilization 
in their quest for national liberation and reunification of their homeland. Rather than assume that 
citizenship acquisition is always politically empowering, this paper examines how citizenship 
acquisition can be a source of expanded institutionalized rights, belonging, and political voice but 
also a conduit for demobilization and disempowerment. 

 
Speaker 3 - Hyun Mee KIM 
Title: The Road to School: Refugee Children's Public Education Experience in South Korea 

https://monash.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwoceutqDkiGddwfDtg3-lz_ixW_EkZxtmu


 
Abstract:   
Although Korean society's interest in refugee issues is increasing, discourses centered on 

adult refugees still dominate. Currently, the number of refugee children and adolescents 

growing up, educated, and working in Korea is rapidly increasing. Schools are an essential 

contact zone for them to meet with the nation-state-centered mono-ethnicism of Korean 

public education. For refugee children and adolescents, school is where they get the 'first 

taste of life' and has a crucial influence on their growth. This presentation analyzes schools 

as a cultural contact zone, focusing on in-depth interviews with refugee children, parents, 

and teachers conducted in 2019. In particular, how a Muslim refugee child, who even 

dedicated teachers regard as 'strange children in a chaotic classroom,' is constituted as a 

'problematic' child, and how teachers and refugee parents strive for the best interests of 

children in a mutually participatory relationship. 

 

 
Speaker 4 – Kyungja JUNG (University of Technology, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia) 
Title: Representation of South Korean working holidaymakers in Australia in South Korean 
newspapers 
Abstract: Temporary migration is a growing global trend, but there is little research on its 
representation in the media of sending countries. This paper fills this gap by examining how 
temporary migration is framed by using a longitudinal analysis that focuses on the 
representation of South Korean participants in Australia’s Working Holidaymakers visa 
program in South Korean newspapers from 2000 to 2018. Working holiday program has 
become the most favorable to youth who pursue temporary migration. Australia working 
holidaymaker program (WHM) offers a temporary visa for young people (aged 18 to 30 
years) who want to holiday and employment in Australia for up to 12 months or two years 
with the second visa. Australia has become the most popular destination for Korean working 
holidaymakers (WHMs) due to its simple visa application process and the available 
employment opportunities. Since 2008, over 30,000 Korean youths have arrived in Australia 
under the WHM visa, comprising more than 70 percent of Koreans who have gone abroad 
for working holidays. This paper explores the role that eleven leading South Korean 
newspapers have played in constructing pro-migration discourses and representing the 
program, its participants, and their experiences while considering the social and political 
environments. Key focus areas in the media identified include a “culture of migration,” 
“geographical imagination” national interest, economic imperatives/employment, and 
“victimization.” 
 
 
Speaker 5 – Sohoon YI 
Title: Refracted Racialization: Simultaneous imaginations of Europe and Islam and the 
Construction of Islamophobia in South Korea 
Abstract:  
Explicit expressions of Islamophobia have entered the public sphere in South Korea recently 
after a sudden arrival of asylum seekers. However, this is a curious phenomenon given the 
small number of Muslims and the lack of any crime or terrorist activity connected to Islam in 
South Korea. This paper analyses the construction of Islamophobia by investigating the 
process in which Islamophobia is brought and taken out of context from Europe. The images 
from the anti-refugee protests display opposition to Islam because of its “transgression” 



against Europe. At the same time, while Islamophobia has its roots in the “West”, importing 
the idea of Islamophobia in non-Western context rests on the imagination of Europe and its 
relation to Islam. This paper introduces the concept of refracted racialization by engaging 
with critical race theory and exploring the ways in which Islam and Europe are 
simultaneously racialized. In doing so, Islamophobia is analysed neither as a domestic 
product or an imported social phenomenon but a transnational social construct found at the 
intersection of tropes of race, gender and class in multiple social contexts. The paper 
analyses online petitions submitted to the Chungwadae (the President’s Office) portal that 
contain the terms, “Islam” and “Europe”. 
 
Speaker 6 – Seungsook MOON 
Title: Between Neoliberalism and Democracy: Resisting the Market Logic and Adopting 
Market Practices 
Abstract:  
This chapter analyzes how ascendance of the market as the dominant model of organizing 
and governing human lives beyond economic activities enables activism pursued by three 
citizens’ organizations and simultaneously constrains it. By using qualitative data I collected, 
it identifies their common resistance to the market logic, marked by profit maximization and 
individualized competition in all human actions and interactions, and their acceptance of 
common market practices. Market fundamentalism incited their shared resistance to its 
destructive consequences by practicing communal social relations in their identities and 
activism. At the same time, in order to pursue activism for democratization, they adopted, 
to varying degrees, such established market practices as monetary expression of 
membership, “marketing” to maintain their members and recruit new members, and 
accepting the consumerist sensibility of legitimizing fun and enjoyment as the source of 
motivation.   
 
 
Speaker 7 – Timothy LIM 
Title: Marriage Migration, Multiculturalism, and the Transformation of an Ethnonationalist 
Nation-State: A Discursive Institutional Approach 
Abstract: Since the 1990s, South Korea has seen a huge increase in “marriage migration,” 
particularly of ethnic Korean women from China also of women from Southeast Asian 
countries. While the upsurge of marriages between ethnic Koreans from China and South 
Korean nationals comports with the image of South Korea as a homogenous nation-state, 
the latter does not. Will the inflow of “new blood” into an ostensibly serologically pure 
society reshape South Korea, especially in terms of its key institutions of national identity? 
Or will this “new blood” be assimilated and made invisible? While many observers argue 
that the process of assimilation has become thoroughly embedded, this paper suggests a 
different possibility based the transformational power of ideas and discourse. 
 
Speaker 8 – Hyein CHO 
Title: Navigating violence, negotiating patriarchies: Korean diasporic women in Australia’s 
transnational help-seeking experiences 
Abstract: Domestic and family violence (DFV) remains a major health and social issue in 
Australia and across the globe. Outside Lee (2019), who focused exclusively on cultural 
influences on Korean migrant women’s help seeking behaviours, no study has attempted to 
understand the issue of DFV within the Korean-Australian diasporic context.  This study 
utilises a narrative inquiry, including observations and interviews with 15 victim-survivors of 



DFV in Australia, all of whom are first-generation Korean migrant women. The help-seeking 
experiences of Korean diasporic women involve negotiating patriarchal values and practices 
in their homes, communities, and the society in which they live, where diasporic 
transnational family structures create spatio-legal gaps. Korean diasporic women’s DFV 
experiences are often a series of patriarchal (re)negotiations with their violent partners, 
frequently with multiple perpetrators’ interests (e.g. mothers-in-law) and institutional 
bodies having equal voice. This study reframes women’s DFV experiences within a 
transnational context to illuminate the little-recognised issues of DFV within the Korean 
diasporic community in Australia and offers recommendations for improving services and 
justice responses. 
 
 
Speaker 9 – Jaeeun KIM 
Title: Between Sacred Gift and Profane Exchange: Identity Craft and Relational Work in 
Asylum Claims-Making on Religious Grounds 
Abstract: Identity crafts for migration and citizenship purposes require the assistance of 
brokerage actors that help secure documents, advise on self-presentations, and vouch for 
relevant credentials. While recognizing the contradictory roles these intermediaries play in 
both facilitating and controlling migration and the porous boundary between for-profit and 
non-profit actors, scholars have yet to explore what challenges these characteristics pose to 
the organization of a particular brokerage transaction. How do these intermediaries 
reconcile their roles as migration facilitators and surrogate gatekeepers? Does it matter to 
present the transaction as driven by financial rewards or other loftier goals? How are the 
boundaries between different types of intermediaries enacted and contested? I explore 
these questions through the case of a religious organization that helps migrants establish 
their religious identities for asylum claims-making on religious grounds. Combining insights 
from the “relational work” approach with ethnographic research in Korean evangelical 
congregations in the U.S., I show how the template of gift giving allows the church to focus 
on making the faithful as God’s intermediary, instead of screening them as the state’s 
private deputy, and avoid an accusation that its trade with asylum-seekers turns the 
Christian persona into a quasi-commodity. The boundary between the church and 
commercial brokers, between gift giving and market exchange, however, is constantly 
contested and renegotiated through the interaction between the transaction parties. In 
conclusion, I discuss how the relational work approach can advance our comparative inquiry 
into the brokerage transactions facilitating the “profane” exchange of “sacred” identities for 
migration and citizenship purposes. 
 
Speaker 10 – Gil-Soo Han 
Title: ‘No Abe, Yes Japan’ Movement in 2019: Bolstering National Pride and Identity 
Abstract: ‘No Abe, No Japan’ is a South Korean grassroots movement to boycott Japanese 
products and also Japan as a tourist destination since 2 July 2019 to protest against 
Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo’s announcement of trade provocation against Korea, 
commencing on 1 July 2019. The paper analyses the selected 705 KINDS-based news 
reports, ‘No Japan’ and ‘No No Japan’ sites, primarily focusing on what the grassroots did, 
boycott intention, and participation.  
 
The boycott was initially protest-oriented but has become mature and sophisticated as 
displayed by the grassroots approach to separate civilian campaigns from political struggles, 
e.g., protesting against Abe and Japanese products, but welcoming Japanese tourists and 



maintain people’s diplomacy – this represents calculated nationalism. For example, shop 
owners want to gain individual interests as well as protect national pride and identity. In 
brief, Korean grassroots want the human rights of the forced labour victims compensated, 
but see Japan as a close neighbour to live with harmony despite the colonial memories. This 
is their longer-term plan about world peace and human rights to pursue with the Japanese. 


