
Collaborating on authentic assessment 
for an addiction and recovery unit

Assessment tasks

Lived, learned and
practice expertise

Educator takeaways
	» Trusting relationships are crucial

	» Trauma aware practices

	» Consider the task format

	» Time needed to work slowly and iteratively 

	» Nuanced details matter for authenticity

	» Ongoing reflexivity of educator required

Process
Forming relationships, discussing 
shared power and ways of working, 
identifying processes.  
 

Educator facilitated conversations 
between clinician and Baden with 
notes taken to ensure authenticity.

Educator drafted assessment task 
content followed by collaborators 
review and feedback.
 

Educator worked with an online 
design team to build the animations, 
which were voiced by Baden.
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We ‘meet’ Baden through a 
9-minute narrated animation of 
his life from childhood to now. 

Introductory task: Identify and 
reflect on social and systemic 
determinants that may have 
influenced journey of addiction 
and recovery.

Students given “expert response” 
of completed screening tools and 
Baden re-storying the interaction.

Practice task: Demonstrate a 
Brief Intervention in the form of 
an oral script to provide feedback 
on screening results and suggest 
next steps. 

Students explore another narrated 
animation of an interaction between 
Baden and his employer which Baden 
identifies as being a pivotal moment 
in his story. 

Applied task: Identify strengths and 
weaknesses in approach, preparation 
needed for positive engagement, and 
what they would recommend the 
employer does next.

Assessment 1

Assessment 3

Assessment 2

Both authentic assessments and authenticity 
in assessments—whose authenticity are we 
representing and where does advocacy fit?

Humanising people who use drugs reduces 
stigma—does this also extend to exposure to 
a person’s story through an assessment task?

Modelling interprofessional approach to practice 
through taking same approach in education.

What we aimed for

What we developed
A non-APAC accredited online Masters level 
unit with six interactive e-books informed 
through interprofessional consultation.

Contextually related assessment tasks 
co-developed by an educator, addiction 
psychologist and AoD peer worker.
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