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Over the past 15 years UNESCO Projects IGCP493 /587 have concentrated efforts by a consortium of
researchers from around the world on the detailed field documentation and exploration of the
Nama Group in southern Nambia, an important sequence recording how life so changed from 600 to
530 million years ago — across the Precambrian-Cambrian boundary. An impressive collection of
material from the area around Aus has increased the up until then known fossil material [1] many
fold in those years [2-6]. New scanning and analytic techniques, involving facilities such as the
Australian synchrotron, and in depth reconstruction art and use of new graphic programs, along
with a detailed sedimentology of deposits preserving these new discoveries have led to a marked
improvement in the understanding of both the morphology and relationships of the organisms, the
environments they inhabited and the effects imposed by how they were preserved .
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