
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences

Biomedicine Discovery Seminar
Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute

www.monash.edu/discovery-institute
CRICOS Provider: Monash University 00008C.

Protecting the heart and kidneys in diabetes: role of SGLT2 
inhibitors

Dr Linda Gallo completed her PhD in 2012 in the Department of
Physiology at The University of Melbourne. Her PhD focussed on
developmental programming of blood pressure and renal function
associated with low birth weight. She relocated to Brisbane in 2013
to commence a post-doctoral period at Mater Research Institute-
University of Queensland. Here, she studied new therapies for the
treatment of kidney disease in diabetes. She has spent some time
working with collaborators in the US and has developed an interest
around the vascular complications of diabetes. She currently holds
an NHMRC/Heart Foundation Early Career Fellowship and is
working towards establishing a research program, mentored by
Prof Karen Moritz at the School of Biomedical Sciences, University
of Queensland.
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Level 3 Seminar Room
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A major goal in the clinical management of diabetes is to reduce
blood glucose levels and numerous drug classes and lifestyle
strategies are available. However, despite good blood glucose
control, many patients with diabetes continue to suffer from
premature mortality. Cardiovascular disease is a leading cause of
death and kidney disease affects 40% of individuals with
diabetes. A novel drug for type 2 diabetes, SGLT2 inhibitor, has
been reported to reduce progression to end-stage renal disease
and cardiovascular mortality. These are exciting findings as no
other glucose-lowering strategy has a cardiovascular benefit to
this effect. However, the mechanisms underlying these positive
outcomes are unknown. My research aims to identify pathways
that are associated with these improvements so that these body
processes may be better targeted
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