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Barry L. Reed is Emeritus 
Professor within the Faculty 
of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Monash University. 
Following his retirement in 
2006 after 43 years of 
dedicated service, the 
faculty established the 
annual Professor Barry L. 
Reed Distinguished Lecture 
in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions 
to the faculty, Monash 
University and the 
pharmacy profession.

As a distinguished educator, researcher and policy advisor,  
Lloyd is a leading light in Australian health and pharmacy. 

His distinguished career began in 1962 when he graduated with 
his initial degree in pharmacy. Ten years later Lloyd completed a 
PhD in Biophysical Chemistry at the University of Adelaide. 

Throughout his 38 years as an academic pharmacist he has held 
various senior academic positions including Head of the School 
of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences at the University of South 
Australia from which he retired in 2000.

Lloyd played a major role in the development of Australia’s 
National Medicines Policy and has sat on numerous government 
and industry advisory groups – including the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Advisory Committee, which he chaired from 2001–2011. 

He is currently the Chair of the South Australian Medication 
Advisory Committee, the Medication Reference Group of the 
Australian Safety and Quality Commission and of the Examining 
Committee of the Australian Pharmacy Council. Lloyd is a 
member of the National Institute for Health and Clinical 
Excellence International Advisory Group and of the Health 
Technology Assessment international Policy Forum Committee. 

Lloyd has received more than 20 major grants and contributed to 
over 100 scientific publications. His research interests include 
pharmacokinetics, biopharmaceutics, the quality use of 
medicines and pharmaceutical policy.

After receiving his PhC in 1962, Barry received a Fellowship  
of the Pharmaceutical Society by thesis in 1966 and a Bachelor  
of Pharmacy in 1968 from the Victorian College of Pharmacy. He 
then entered the Intersearch PhD program at the University of 
Kansas and was awarded a PhD in 1975. 

Returning to the college Barry rose through the academic 
ranks, he was appointed MA Nicholas Industrial Professor of 
Biopharmaceutics and Associate Director of the Institute of 
Drug Technology (IDT) in 1978. He was appointed Professor 
of Biopharmaceutics in 1990, some years before the Victorian 
College of Pharmacy amalgamated with Monash University.

Barry has made many significant contributions to the profession 
of pharmacy. He has served on the Advisory Committee on Non-
prescription Medicines and its predecessors since 1984. He was 
a member of the Australian Pharmacy Examining Council from 
1993 to 2002 and the Australian Pharmacy Council until 2008. He 
was President of the Pharmacy Board of Victoria for eleven years 
and a member of the Board from 1986–2008.

As an academic researcher, Barry was the first scientist at the 
college to receive grants from the Australian Research Grants 
Committee and the Anti-Cancer Council and his research 
subsequently attracted substantial funding from Nicholas Kiwi 
and Acrux. He has authored over 100 scientific papers and 
patents, and numerous conference abstracts and presentations. 

Barry has mentored a large number of postgraduate students 
and research staff during his career, and many of his former 
students have excelled within the pharmaceutical industry and 
academia. His research led him to co-found Acrux, a company 
established to commercialise the ‘spray-on’ drug delivery 
technology that he discovered and developed together with 
Dr Tim Morgan and Professor Barrie Finnin. The metered 
dose transdermal spray technology has led to two products 
being launched in the USA (Evamist™ and Axiron™), with 
other products in late stage clinical development for eventual 
marketing in the USA and internationally.
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In 2002 Lloyd was made an 
Officer of the Order of 
Australia for contributions to 
pharmaceutical education and 
the research and development 
of national pharmaceutical 
policy. Then in 2004 the 
Sansom Institute for Health 
Research was named in 
Lloyd’s honour for recognition 
of his illustrious career and 
contributions to health.
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Barry Reed has had a life long fascination with 
tropical fish, having kept them since childhood. 
He noticed that one particular species of fish 
had a different colour pattern during the day to 
that displayed at night. Barry, through his 
reading, hypothesized that this change in 
colour pattern was linked to the pineal 
hormone melatonin. In his early research, Barry 
proved this hypothesis and went on to study 
factors affecting melanophores, which are the 
cells within the skin responsible for skin 
pigmentation. Barry devised means of using 
the responses of melanophores in fish to 
screen for drug activity and his research 
developed into exploring the factors affecting 
skin pigmentation. His studies with topical 
depigmenting agents led to assessment of 
transdermal penetration and the discovery of 
the unique skin penetration enhancing 
properties of some sunscreen esters.
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