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This degree allows students to comprehend our volatile and disruptive world. It explores the interplay between 
economics and politics, which generate philosophical questions such as ‘what obligations do we have to people 
unlike ourselves?’ 

You’ll be able to take those insights and approach problems in a holistic, creative and 
effective way. With this degree, you can turn your knowledge into actions that affect change.” 

DR BEN WELLINGS
Course Convenor and Senior Lecturer, Politics and International Relations

BACHELOR OF POLITICS,  
PHILOSOPHY AND ECONOMICS
Developed by Monash’s world-renowned Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics professors, this elite program is designed 
for deep thinkers who want to have a real impact. 

After mastering the main ideas shaping our understanding of society, 
you’ll move on to study at the creative intersection between politics, 
philosophy and economics. 

Having established an interdisciplinary academic foundation, you’ll 
engage with researchers and global leaders to hone the industry 
relevant abilities needed to thrive in a world defined by constant 
technological, environmental, political and population change.

You’ll graduate equipped with the intellectual and practical skills 
necessary to succeed in the century ahead.

Career outcomes
The Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics opens 
you up to a diverse range of careers in fields including:

• Politics
• Policy and government 

departments
• Teaching
• Research
• Government administration
• Industrial relations

• Lobbying and advocacy
• NGOs
• Economics
• Business
• Finance
• Law
• Journalism

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY IN THE COURSE?
Over the course of your degree, you will develop the knowledge and 
skills to be an innovative leader capable of responding to political, 
philosophical and economic challenges.

The course provides you with interdisciplinary approaches to addressing 
the key challenges facing the global community. You’ll also have the 
ability to develop in-depth expertise in your specialised area of study.

Analysis, strategy and leadership
Develop a foundational understanding of politics, philosophy and 
economics as a complex phenomenon and discover the perspectives 
you need to make a real impact. 

Politics, philosophy and economics 
specialist knowledge
Gain an in-depth knowledge of your specialisation and gain the 
practical and theoretical skills and knowledge needed to critically 
analyse, communicate and apply your disciplinary knowledge.

Free elective study
Take advantage of free elective study to deepen your knowledge 
of your specialisation, or broaden into other areas.

SPECIALISATIONS
By specialising in one of three areas, you’ll pursue your interests 
and career goals, graduating with valuable academic and practical 
experience in your chosen field.

Politics
The study of politics addresses important questions about the nature 
of power, authority and governance: who gets what, when and how. 
Politics also encompasses the study of notions of freedom and agency 
in situations of social choice. 

If you’re fascinated by the interrelationships in the human world and 
want to acquire a diverse range of interpretive, analytic skills, this is 
the discipline for you.

Philosophy
Philosophy is the study of fundamental ideas about the world we 
live in. It questions the nature of our world, asks what constitutes 
a good life in such a world, and asks what could be done to make 
it better. In this specialisation you’ll be introduced to areas central 
to philosophy, including:

Political philosophy: The principles that underlie the structure of 
a just and stable society. For instance, how should society’s limited 
resources be fairly distributed?

Ethics: What is the nature of the good and the right? For instance, 
how may value judgements be justified?

Logic: The theory of reasoning. For instance, what makes for a good 
argument or inference?

Economic analysis
Economic analysis provides an advanced understanding of the theories 
explaining and analysing the production, distribution, and consumption 
of goods and services, with a focus on how individuals, households, 
firms and governments interact and how economies work.
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GAIN INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE
Internships form a valuable element of the Bachelor of Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics, empowering you to gain real world 
experience and shape your professional networks before you’ve 
even graduated.

Arts internship
The Arts internship is a 12 credit point unit.

This placement has a minimum duration of 144 hours, which you 
can complete during any teaching period, including over the summer 
and winter breaks. 

Victorian parliamentary internship
The Victorian parliamentary internship is a 12 credit point unit.

This unit provides first-hand experience of parliamentary structures and 
processes otherwise unavailable. Entry is competitive, being limited to 
fifteen places per year. Students will work under the overall supervision 
of a member of the department and under the supervision of a Member 
of the Victorian Parliament.

HAVE EXCEPTIONAL 
GLOBAL EXPERIENCES
During your second year, you’ll have the chance to embark on a global 
study tour exclusive to this degree. This study tour traces the contours 
of the shifting economic and political power relations of the 21st 
century, from the Asia-Pacific to Europe. You’ll meet with and learn 
from academics and practitioners in the private and public sectors, 
gaining first-hand knowledge of the forces shaping the coming century 
and the diverse philosophical ideas emerging to interpret this change. 

WE’RE INFORMED BY THE EXPERTS
We engage with industry to give you the best 
experience possible.
With its own advisory board, the Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics is in a unique position to draw on the advice and dynamic 
perspectives of industry experts. Our board includes:

• Dr Waleed Aly – Australian writer, academic, lawyer, media presenter, 
musician and co-host of The Project

• Dr Dewi Fortuna Anwar – Deputy Secretary for Political Affairs to 
the Vice President of Indonesia and Professor in Political Science

• Anna Burke AO – Member of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal 
and former Australian politician

• Professor Allan Fels AO – Former Chair of the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission

• Christopher Leong – Managing Partner, Chooi & Company Advocate 
& Solicitor, High Court of Malaysia

• Dr Ian Macfarlane AC – Former Governor of the Reserve Bank of 
Australia and leading economist

• Datuk Dr Mohd Tap Salleh – Member of the Investigative Committee 
for Governance, Procurement and Government Finance in the Prime 
Ministers Dept in Malaysia and former Non-Executive Director of 
Bursa Malaysia Bhd

• The Hon Dr Sharman Stone – Australian Ambassador to Women 
and Girls and former Australian politician

• Dewi Wahab – Special Advisor to the Minister on Socio-Cultural 
Affairs and Indonesia Diaspora Empowerment and Former Consul 
General of the Republic of Indonesia for Victoria and Tasmania

Clayton

3 years full-time,  
6 years part time

COURSE CODE: A2010
CRICOS CODE: 0100405

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

COURSE
Indicative 

ATAR1
Indicative  

IB
Monash 

Guarantee

Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics
3 years 

full 
time

E:90RC2 E:33 85

ABOUT THE CORE UNITS
The core units are designed to give 
you the ability to think critically about 
analysis, strategy and leadership.

Big ideas in politics, 
philosophy and economics
Engage with the big ideas that have shaped 
the world and the emerging ideas that seek 
to alter it. This unit introduces major ideas 
in Politics, Philosophy and Economics in an 
innovative inter-disciplinary learning environment. 
You’ll comprehend and analyse the inter-
relationships between politics and the good life, 
freedom and the economy, and how we know 
what we know in order to behave ethically in 
a globalised society.

Strategic reasoning in politics, 
philosophy and economics
In this unit, you’ll refine structured and 
strategic ways of thinking about – and beyond 
– contemporary issues. Taking uncertainty 
and disruption as enduring elements of the 
contemporary social world, you’ll identify risks 
and opportunities and advance reasoned 
and evidence-based arguments to achieve 
concrete outcomes.

Politics, philosophy and 
economics in the world
In this year-long unit, you’ll apply your 
interdisciplinary knowledge to real-world 
scenarios in real-world locations After completing 
this unit, you’ll have proven your ability to 
transition to high-functioning professional work 
by demonstrating your capacity to identify 
emerging issues and articulate ways beyond 
current impasses.

1   The scores provided are to be used as a guide only, and are either the lowest selection rank to which an offer was made in 2019 or an estimate (E). 
2   All applicants must complete the online Supplementary Information form. For full details and deadlines, refer to arts.monash.edu/undergraduate-studies
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Studying in the Arts 
faculty at Monash means 
understanding the world, 
human interaction, politics, 
human rights - things I 
previously took for granted. 
I can now take what I’ve 
learned and have a real 
impact on people and 
communities, particularly 
minority communities.”

CHRISTINA SCHMID
Monash Arts graduate, 2018

HOW THE COURSE IS STRUCTURED
The course is made up of 24 units taken over three years if studying full-time, and six years if studying part time. 
Each unit is worth six points unless otherwise stated.

The units are divided up as follows:
• Three core Analysis, Strategy and Leadership units, and a Global Experience unit.
• Twelve Politics, Philosophy and Economics specialist knowledge units. You will be required to study the gateway (introductory) units in all 

three specialisations in your first year and then build your expertise in one of these areas. 
• Eight free elective units. 

Sample map

YEAR 1

Semester 11 Core unit Specialisation 1 Specialisation 2 Specialisation 3

Semester 21 Specialisation unit Specialisation 1 Specialisation 2 Specialisation 3

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Core unit Specialisation unit Free elective Free elective

Semester 2 Specialisation unit Specialisation unit Free elective Free elective

YEAR 3

Semester 1 Core unit Specialisation unit Free elective Free elective

Semester 2 Core unit Specialisation unit Free elective Free elective

1  Specialisations are Politics, Philosophy and Economic Analysis.
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MONASH ONLINE
monash.edu

FIND A COURSE
study.monash/courses

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
monash.edu/study/international

SCHOLARSHIPS
monash.edu/scholarships

OFF-CAMPUS LEARNING
monash.edu/offcampus

MONASH ON YOUTUBE
youtube.com/monashunivideo

FUTURE STUDENT ENQUIRIES
Australian citizens, permanent  
residents and New Zealand citizens 
T 1800 MONASH (666 274) 
E future@monash.edu 
monash.edu/study/contact

International students 
T Australia freecall: 1800 MONASH (666 274) 
T +61 3 9903 4788 (outside Australia) 
E study@monash.edu 
Wechat: MonashUniAus 
Youku: Monash 蒙纳士大学

The information in this brochure was correct at the time of publication  
(July 2019). Monash University reserves the right to alter this information 
should the need arise. You should always check with the relevant faculty 
office when considering a course. 
CRICOS provider: Monash University 00008C Monash College 01857J

Monash Arts online
monash.edu/arts

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/MonashArts

INSTAGRAM
@Monash.Arts

TWITTER
@Monash_Arts
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