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Excavations at Mut el-Kharab in the Dakhleh Oasis were conducted by Monash University in 
January 2011 and a study season of the inscribed material from that work was undertaken in 
January 2012.  This report will present a summary of the major results of both of those activities.  
The excavations were concentrated in the central part of the site where the Temple of Seth was once 
located, and aimed to expose more of the remains of that structure and those adjacent to it.  The 
locations of the excavated trenches are shown in Figures 1-2 of this report. 
 
The excavations were funded through Monash University.  I would like to acknowledge the 
assistance accorded by Maher Bashendi, Director of the Dakhleh-Farafra Antiquities Office, the 
inspector for the work Mazhar Ezzat Abed el-Raheem and Ahmed Gumaa of the Dakhleh 
Antiquities Magazine. 
 

I: THE EXCAVATIONS 
 

 
Trench 29: Eastern Margin of the Temple 
 
Work in this trench was a continuation of that started in 2009. The earliest evidence of human 
occupation in Trench 29 is at the same level as the occupation surface, with associated hearth and 
pot emplacements, discovered in the southern section of the trench in 2009. In the newly-excavated 
area, however, this phase was represented only by an occupation surface (Context 117), lithic 
debitage and very small amounts of ceramic material of the local handmade horizon. The surface 
appeared to consist of hardened mud or clay and remains unexcavated. 
 
Overlying this occupation surface were another two occupation surfaces of similar character 
(Contexts 116 and overlying 113). Both had the same type of local Sheikh Muftah handmade 
ceramic material associated with them, though in greater quantities than the lowest context. Flint 
debitage, bone fragments and charcoal were also discovered in both contexts. Unlike the lowest 
context, these two later occupation surfaces consisted almost entirely of loose yellow-brown sand, 
where the upper horizon was deliberately compacted to form a surface. 
 
Another occupation surface (Context 107) overlay them, consisting of a red-brown silt/sand matrix 
flecked with charcoal and limestone, and which again had probably been deliberately compacted to 
form a firm surface.  The ceramic material from this context included both the local handmade 
ceramic material as in the three lower contexts, with Old Kingdom ceramics intermixed. A fifth and 
final occupation surface (102) overlay the previous one. This was quite hard, with a red-brown 
matrix of silt and sand. The ceramic material here was of both the local handmade ceramic horizon 
and Old Kingdom Nile Valley traditions totalling several kilograms. Flint debitage, bone and 
charcoal were also discovered. 
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It is likely that context 102 was originally much deeper than is currently preserved. Both the eastern 
and western trench margins appear to preserve a very similar material to a much higher level 
(Context 104 on the west); furthermore, a re-examination of the stones blocks revealed in the south 
of the trench in 2009 showed that this context sloped upwards toward the hardened surface in the 
trench margins under these stones. It is therefore likely that this context was deliberately reduced 
and flattened, perhaps for the building phase represented by a number of features in the southern 
end of the trench. 
 
The next phase of occupation is represented by the stone blocks revealed during 2009 in the 
southern section of the trench. These stones lie on approximately 10 cm of yellow-brown sand 
overlying context 102; this sand is absent in the northern part of the trench. The remainder of 
context 104 was overlaid with a layer of sandstone rubble in a grey silt/sand matrix (118), preserved 
to a depth of 10cm. Three deposits of red mud-brick packing were encountered; one runs N-S along 
the eastern margin of the trench, a second runs E-W along the southern trench margin, with a third 
running N-S (Context 103), parallel to the western trench margin. These are not formal walls and no 
coursing, bonding or even individual bricks could be observed. Context 103 directly overlies the 
stone rubble 118 and it is therefore likely the rubble was intentionally placed as a foundation for the 
packing. The base of 103 is at a different level to the packing on the eastern margin, though they are 
clearly contemporaneous, and so it seems likely that they were constructed on the remainder of the 
hardened surface 102. All three sections of mud-brick packing, as well as the stone blocks, are 
clearly part of the same construction phase, probably once a wall; it is likely that the stone 
component of this wall would have originally been approximately 2.5m wide, and there is evidence 
within this trench that this section of stone wall was at least 6.5m long. Further stone blocks, again 
part of this construction phase, were revealed through cleaning at the southernmost end of the 
trench atop the E-W section of packing, taking the total preserved height of stone blocks to nearly 1 
m. The base of these stone blocks occurs at a level 3.08 m below the datum point, significantly 
lower than other stone features revealed in nearby trenches.  It is likely that the red mud-brick 
packing and stones formed the foundation for a very large wall, which has since between destroyed, 
and possibly formed part of the Late Period temple. 
 
The final phase of activity visible in this trench represents the destruction of the temple. The 
smashed sandstone blocks formed a layer approximately 0.70 m thick which covered the entire 
trench. At some stage, perhaps during the destruction of the temple or shortly after, thieves dug 
three pits in the northern end of the trench (Contexts 101, 106 and 111) to reach the stone blocks; 
the pits slightly disturbed the hardened surface Context 102 and are at approximately the same level 
as the lowest stone blocks in the south of the trench. 
 
Trench 37: Western Margin of Temple 
 
Trench 37 abuts Trench 34 to the east and Trench 33 to the south.  It extends 6.5 metres east-west 
and originally 9.0 metres north-south but was this reduced to 4.00 metres and excavation was 
restricted to the southern half, which relates it better to Trenches 33 and 34. The east of the trench 
was filled with dense collapse, which continues to the north. The only visible structures in the west 
of the trench are the walls on the south and accordingly excavation was restricted to a test 2.0 
metres east-west and 2.80 metres north-south; this is located against the south wall (Context 2) 
between a north-south wall (Context 14) on the east and a section of red clay packing (Context 18) 
on the west.   
 
The activity within this area is as follows. At the base of the cut we found sterile sand for 10 cm and 
above this a deposit of sand with Old Kingdom ceramics, ostrich egg-shell and lithics; there is no 
evidence of structures.  Excavation into this sand with Old Kingdom material extended for a depth 
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of 1.45 metres. Between the sand deposits were numerous ash lenses tipping to the south-east where 
there must once have been a hearth. This is the same kind of activity found in Trench 25 to the 
north-east. At some later point in time a packing of red clay (Context 17) was laid above the sand 
and a grey north-south wall, or platform (Context 14), 60 cm wide, was built above it. A floor was 
associated with this activity; it is laid across the test from east to west although on the level of the 
uppermost packing (Context 17) in the east. It does not butt the packing (Context 17) and is cut 
back slightly at this point. This floor is the same as that over the low silo in Trench 34 (Context 60). 
Small pots and a hearth were on top of this floor. Context (14) is two courses high. If it was 
originally a wall rather than a platform it was then cut to two courses, or 36 cm, and a yellow north-
south wall (Context 6) was built on top of it. In the south, a grey mud-brick wall (Context 5) is 
visible in the section built above the red packing (Context 17) but the walls in the south-west of the 
trench are badly eroded and it is not possible to trace the extent of this wall or its depth.  The latest 
building activity is a red mud-brick, east-west wall built above (Context 5) and over wall (Context 
6). This is badly preserved and it could well be that the collapse encountered in this trench is from 
this wall.  
 
The sequence and nature of the upper deposits in this area relates to those above the silo area on the 
east and the structures immediately to the north-east, and attest to an extensive remodelling of the 
area.     

Trench 38: Western Margin of the Temple 
 
Trench 38 is located south of Trench 37, to the immediate south of Trenches 33 and 36 and covered 
and area of  9m x 6m. There were four major phases of activity apparent in Trench 38.   

Early Activity 
 
Excavations were conducted to a depth of over 3 metres in the northern half of the trench which 
revealed a compacted sandy deposit from a depth of one metre below the surface. Ceramics from 
the lower levels of this deposit indicate that the local late Sheikh Muftah tradition is present with an 
occasional occurrence of Early Dynastic and early Old Kingdom, Nile Valley ceramics throughout. 
Within the middle of this context, the sand has a different colouration which is coincides with a 
decrease in cultural material and an increase in salt deposits in the matrix; this may suggest a 
change in the occupation of the site that is influenced by environmental factors. The upper portion 
of this sandy deposit showed a higher density of Old Kingdom ceramics, including an inscribed Old 
Kingdom bowl rim. Excavations of a robbers pit (Context 67) in the south-west corner of Trench 38 
revealed three walls (70, 74, 75, 53) associated with a paved mud-brick floor/foundation, 
constructed over the sandy deposit mentioned above. This foundation pavement is constructed at a 
similar level to where the upper portion of the sandy deposit began producing higher densities of 
Old Kingdom ceramics (ca. 1.5m below surface), however there is no direct evidence to reliably 
infer that these walls are of Old Kingdom construction, merely that they predate later phases.  

3rd Intermediate Period to Late Period 
 
Excavations throughout the trench revealed a series of yellow brick walls (Contexts 10, 4, 50, 52) 
which are constructed in relation to a deposit of red silty packing (Contexts 28, 18, 11/22). Two of 
these yellow walls (10, 52) butt the earlier wall (53), while (52) itself terminates to the north with a 
step entrance to the adjacent east room. The red deposit was apparent across most of the trench and 
showed high densities of Third Intermediate Period and some Late Period ceramics, including a 
number of intact vessels, and some examples of New Kingdom blue painted pottery. Overlying this 
is a similar deposit with a greater consistency of mud brick rubble. It is unclear whether the red silty 
packing pre-dates the construction of the yellow walls; however the overlying mud-brick rubble 
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deposit clearly post-dates their construction and may have accumulated during the Late Period. 
There is no clear evidence of the purpose of this structure. 
 
Overlying this deposit was an uneven floor containing primarily Third Intermediate Period ceramics 
(Contexts 24, 25, 15, 9) evident throughout the trench. It is clear that during this occupation the 
extant yellow walls were utilized and modified with the addition of several grey mud brick walls. A 
grey wall (51) was constructed parallel to the major yellow wall (4). A grey wall was constructed to 
butt the west of (4) and (10) in order to maintain a ‘corridor’ westward. Intersecting this corridor, 
however, was (10) and it appears that some 30 cm of this wall was removed in order to maintain the 
floor level. Excavations in the south east of the trench showed the entrance to the adjacent east 
room was blocked during this phase with poorly made mud bricks. Within this room was a deposit 
of over 100 hieratic ostraka lying in a thin context (32) on the floor (15). In this context were also a 
copper alloy stamp mentioning Amun and an intact faience jar, while from context 15 came 
fragments from a faience lotiform chalice. It is unclear when this room was blocked off in relation 
to the deposition of the ostsaka cache; however, the function of the structure indicates storage 
which is also indicated by a number of foreign elements in the matrix such as Dakhleh glass and 
frit. 

Post-Occupation and Looting 
 
Generally overlying the Late Period floors throughout the trench was a mud brick rubble collapse 
deposit capped with an undulating activity surface (Contexts 21, 20, 40, 6, 7). Three robbers’ pits 
were excavated throughout Trench 38, and it is likely that this activity surface was the natural 
surface of Mut el-Kharab at this time. Most finds from this period are Islamic to modern in origin 
indicating that the pits and the associated surface are recent; however some earlier finds within the 
matrix do indicate that these pits disrupted earlier deposits.  
 
Trench 39: Western Margin of the Temple 
 
Trench 39 is situated immediately south of Trench 32. The trench aimed to build upon the 
knowledge obtained from Trench 32, excavated in 2009, and to further delineate the architecture of 
the temple.  Trench 39 measured 5 metres N/S and 10 metres E/W. The southern baulk from Trench 
32 was removed and included in the new trench area.  
 
The earliest occupational phase that covered the majority of the trench area was an Old Kingdom 
sandy, brown loam (Contexts 45, 46, 53, 58 and 59).  All of these units contained small amounts of 
handmade ceramics and minor amounts of debitage from flint workings. In the western area of the 
trench a large sandstone wall was revealed, built upon clean sand (Context 44), which had cut 
through this brown sandy loam, attributed to the Old Kingdom.  This sandstone wall (Context 21) 
was preserved to three courses with a height of approximately 0.85m; its width is 1.6 m and a 
length of 4 metres was exposed, with the wall continuing into the southern baulk. The irregular 
blocks were all approximately 30cm in height. The upper horizon of this wall had later been used as 
a floor as there was distinct ware marks.  
 
A later construction phase was attributed to floor (Context 22) built directly above this stone wall. 
Little remained of this mud-plastered floor as intrusive cuts were prevalent in this area. Excavation 
through this floor produced many ostraka and a small inscribed mud-seal in a mud packing (Context 
38).  
 
Possibly the earliest construction phase was found in the eastern area comprising two bonded walls 
(Contexts 17, 11). These walls were built into the Old Kingdom sand that seems to have been 
redeposited; they were used to hold the clean yellow sand (Context 36) that was the foundation of a  
sandstone platform. A remnant of this in situ sandstone block pavement (Context 10) survives in the 
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north-east corner. This pavement (Context 10) consisted of two courses and was approximately 
50cm in height.  The surface of the bottom course and the surface of stone wall in Trench 32 
(Context 107) were at an equal height.  There was also another two in situ sandstone blocks further 
west (Context 14) that butted wall 115 in Trench 32.  Wall 115 was truncated for the construction of 
the north-south stone wall (Context 107) that was discovered during the previous excavation 
season, and which also sits upon clean yellow sand above the Old Kingdom material. 
 
The relationship between the two major stone features (10 and 21) could not be determined. Further 
investigation into this region is required, but it may be noted that the base of all of the stone features 
is between -1.94 and -1.99 m; thus the maximum difference of basal depth is only 0.06! 
 
The final construction phase consisted of many building activities. Walls 50, 51, 56 and floor 30 
seem to relate to this period. This phase seems to postdate the destruction of the temple as they are 
built upon crushed sandstone (Context 32). The trench area has suffered extensively from 
plundering with many intrusive cuts found.  Many of these cuts contained modern rubbish.   
 
 
Trench 41: Western Margin of the Temple 
 
Trench 41 is located north of Trench 39 and immediately to the east of Trenches 18 and 21.  It is 
5.50 m E/W by 10.0 m N/S. The eastern half of the trench was reduced to 4.65 m N/S and work 
continued in this area. The north-eastern part of the trench was not excavated. The area has suffered 
badly from robbing and numerous pits with smashed sandstone were encountered in the south-east.  
The sequence of activity that could be determined is as follows. A deposit of clean sand is located in 
the south-east and in this are Old Kingdom potsherds. Although only a small amount of sand was 
removed, this same building strategy is present in Trenches 32 and 39 to the south. A north-south 
wall (Context 21) had been built on the west to retain the sand; this is badly eroded and it is 
impossible to determine the full extent of it. In the east, 4 m from the south baulk is a sandstone 
wall (Context 22); this is a continuation of that found in Trench 32 to the south and is also built on 
the same level as the laid stone in Trench 29.   
 
The sequence of activity is difficult to determine in the western part of the trench. At the northern 
end of the trench there is a large red-brick east-west wall (Context 1); a substantial yellow, mud-
brick north-south wall (Context 4) that forms the east wall of Trench 18 marks the boundary of the 
trench in the west. The bases of these walls were not reached. A stone floor (Context 23) was laid 
against wall (Context 4) in the east above a mud-brick foundation (Context 29); it undercuts the 
wall. The stone floor comprised reused sandstone blocks and two of these were decorated. One is 
incised and the other is in raised relief. What appears to be a north-south, red mud-brick wall 
(Context 26) was encountered in the south, 65 cm west of the entrance to Trench 21, and it may be 
contemporary with the stone floor (Context 23). A yellow north-south wall (Context 9) was then 
built, probably above the red wall (Context 26) but this is difficult to determine. Some of the stones 
from this floor seem to have been robbed at this time. The next activity was associated with the 
laying of an upper stone floor (Context 8) and (Context 10), probably for the building of the 
entrance to Trench 21. For this, a rubble fill (Context 17) was deposited above the low stone floor 
(Context 23) and the south-west corner of wall (Context 4) was either cut to insert a red-brick 
packing (Context 28) for the foundation of the entranceway, or the packing (Context 28) was 
already laid and wall (Context 4) was built over it. In the south, in front of the entranceway to 
Trench 21, a stone floor was laid (Context 8). This is quite well preserved in the south-west, but is 
cut through in the south-east and the north. Part of this floor (Context 10) is also preserved in the 
north-west. The final phase of activity was the building of a pink mud-brick wall running north-
south over the upper stone floor and above wall (Context 9). More excavation in this trench is 
required to understand the building activity more clearly.  
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Important finds associated with Trench 41 are a gilded sandstone foundation block which is 
undecorated and a small ceramic jar; both were found in situ just above Old Kingdom material. The 
incised block referred to above bears part of an offering scene on either side of a single line of 
vertical hieroglyphic text.  This preserves the lower part of a cartouche reading …maat-men and the 
epithet ‘beloved of Seth, Lord of Mt or Mtt’, undoubtedly the ancient name of modern Mut.  The 
workmanship of the block is rather coarse and this might, therefore, indicate that the cartouche 
belongs to Ramesses XI rather than Seti I. 
  
 
Trench 40: Eastern Margin of the Temple 
 
Trench 40 (7 x 4 m) was located within a structure that has been tentatively identified as a tower. 
This structure measures approximately 12 x 14 m and is situated northeast of where the remains of 
the Temple of Seth have been revealed, though its exact relationship to that building is unknown. 
The outer walls, approximately 1.5 m thick, of the tower were built predominantly with pinkish-
white bricks (34 x 17 x 9 cm) and it was built against the inside of the inner temple temenos. It is 
also characterised by reddish-white bricks (34 x 17 x 9 cm) which are visible in the interior and 
upper superstructure wall sections. It was apparently constructed upon an extensive early mud-brick 
platform that is found in Trenches 5, 15, 16 and 29, and is characterised by yellow and ash-coloured 
bricks. The building has suffered greatly from erosion and also bears the salt-hardened effects of 
water damage. Many years ago, a large robber’s pit, 4 m deep, was dug in the central space of the 
structure, which also cut through a wall (Context 15). This particular wall is the only apparent 
internal division that can be traced upon the surface level within the structure. The trench was 
established along the inner east wall of the tower structure and across approximately half of the 
central area with the anticipation of gaining more information about the internal arrangement and 
use of the building. 
 
The robber’s pit provided an opportunity to access early strata below the structure. Controlled 
excavation along one side of the pit and beside the internal wall (Context 15) demonstrated that this 
wall and two other probable walls (Contexts 19/34 and 24) were built directly upon the early yellow 
and ash-coloured mud-brick platform (Context 43). This platform, approximately 0.8 m thick, is 
situated directly upon a dense sherd layer. This layer (Context 46) contains a significant quantity of 
ceramic material that is datable to the 25th Dynasty. It too is extensive and has been detected in 
nearby trenches. The packing fill encountered above the platform and in between the linear mud-
brick features revealed that wall (Context 24) preceded the others, but had been truncated to allow 
room for wall (Contexts19/34), with 38-40 x 20 x 10 cm bricks, which is bonded to wall (Context 
15). The fill contained ceramics that are datable to between the Late Period, possibly also the New 
Kingdom, and Ptolemaic periods, suggesting that building activity took place either soon after or 
sometime later than the latter period. The excavation did not produce evidence of internal rooms, 
but instead revealed that the internal space of the tower structure comprised solid brickwork with 
packing fills introduced to occupy gaps and spaces. Although wall (Context 24) and another brick 
feature (Context 17/35), which is butted by (Context 34), appear to share the same alignment 
through the central area of the trench, a relationship of this to the outer structural walls could not be 
determined. Both features had large yellow and red bricks (50 x 25 x 10 cm) incorporated into their 
coursing. 
 
The fill and soil deposits encountered above and upon these brick features revealed that significant 
disturbance of the upper structure has occurred over time. A significant quantity of Islamic Period 
(including modern) ceramic material mixed with some Late Roman material as well as material 
from earlier periods was found in the top rubble-like deposits that reached a depth of approximately 
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one metre. The trace of a floor was noted along the tower’s inner south wall, outside of the trench 
area, however, the superstructure that this must have related to has long gone. It is probable that the 
solid brick features found within the building were constructed with the intention of creating an 
elevated platform upon which a substantial superstructure could be built; i.e., an imposing tower. It 
is significant that in at least two places within the outer pinkish-white brick walls, a raking course 
was identified. This particular bonding method has been noted elsewhere in Roman military 
structures and temple temenos walls, and perhaps it indicates building activity connected with a 
Roman military presence at the site. This cannot be confirmed by this season’s work and further 
investigation of the structure will be necessary to better determine its function. 
 
Significant artefacts found in the trench include several Coptic and hieratic ostraka and a rim from a 
large bowl (mortuaria) inscribed with Greek lettering: “EICIΔW… RO”.  All of these artefacts 
were located within rubble-like and packing fill deposits. 
 
 

II: THE STUDY OF THE OSTRAKA FROM TRENCH 38 
 
Whereas in previous seasons only a few ostraka inscribed in Hieratic came to the light at Mut el-
Kharab, the majority of ostraka being inscribed in Demotic (and to a small extent in Greek and 
Coptic), the new material contains a large number of Hieratic ostraka, far more than has been found 
before in the oases. Unlike the Hieratic ostraka that usually represent the so-called Abnormal 
Hieratic script, roughly datable to the 25th and early 26th Dynasties (ca 750-600 BC), the Hieratic 
ostraka found in 2011, for palaeographical reasons, seem to be somewhat earlier, but because of the 
proper names contained in them not earlier than 22nd Dynasty: thus the first quarter of the first 
millennium BC. As no king’s name is ever mentioned, and as the proper names are not too specific, 
it is impossible, at least for the moment, to be more precise. 
 
In a few cases, year dates are indicated: there are three attestations of “regnal year 4” (38/49; 38/72; 
38/130), one of year 7 (38/70), and, more interestingly, another one of a year 29 (38/140) reads 
“from year 25 until year 29”. It will still have to be determined whether this rather high number 
might be of some use in narrowing down the general date as proposed above, although there were 
several kings of that period who ruled long enough to be possible candidates: highest attested regnal 
year for Osorkon I probably 33, of Shoshenq III year 29, of Shoshenq V year 39 and for Osorkon III 
year 28. 
 
Unique for its sheer size is 38/129, an ostrakon reconstructed from six fragments with a total height 
of about 50 cm and a width of about 50 cm also, without doubt one of the largest inscribed ostraca 
ever discovered. The various texts that it contains are, as is usual with all these ostraca, of an 
administrative nature. They are mostly not very well preserved and will have to be studied in detail 
later, but what is obvious immediately is that it contains two attestations of what is evidently the 

ancient Egyptian name of Mut, i. e. Mjt (once in the phrase p3 mn n n3 rmt n Mjt “the 
balance (to be paid) for the men of Mut”). 

 
The texts frequently speak about deliveries of wine for Seth (literally “before Seth”) or for the 
employees of his temple, where these ostraka were found. This also holds true for an extraordinarily 
well-preserved and fine large piece (38/70) dated from “year 7, fourth month of the shemu-season 
(Mesore), day 25” which registers the quantities of wine delivered on various days of the year to 
Seth and other deities. An important term frequently found in this and other ostraka is m3c (written 

ideographically with the “feather” ) which presumably indicated a certain kind, or quality, of wine 
(“‘true’ wine?” some older parallels from El Amarna, with full spelling, exist). 
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Besides Seth, other divinities appearing in the ostraka (not including in proper names) are his wife 
Nephthys (e.g. 38/70: cv 4), Isis, Amun (38/70: cv 19); Osiris (38/70: cv 11.12; in the title n3 wcb n 
Wsir “the wab-priests of Osiris” 38/59: 8), and Thoth (38/70: cc 1). Rather unusual and awkward is 
the term ntr pn “this god” used as a compound ( , with the god’s determinative at the end!) 
that occurs several times (e.g. 38/70: cv 9. 10; 38/79: cc 4) as if it were a special deity different 
from Seth. 
Unlike wine, beer is hardly ever mentioned in the Mut ostraka, including those in Demotic: only 
one single example occurs (38/144, p3! hq.t, used as a masculine like Coptic hnke). Occasionally, 
juridical affairs are dealt with: 38/57 mentions a (property?) division (pš), and in another ostrakon 
(38/52) the characteristic terms “division” (pš) and “share” (dnj.t) are found.  

Unlike many of the Hieratic ostraka, the Demotic ostraka discovered in 2011 are mostly very 
fragmentary and poorly preserved.  
 
 
Concluding Comments 
 
The excavation season in 2011 and the study of the Demotic ostraka in 2012 have added 
considerably to our understanding of the site of Mut el-Kharab.  We now have several references to 
its ancient name of Mit/Mitt, the oldest from the site being of the late New Kingdom.  A similar 
toponym is attested amongst the inscribed material from ‘Ain Aseel of the late Old Kingdom, 
indicating the antiquity of the name.  More of the architecture of the Old Kingdom has been 
revealed and ceramics indicate activity at the site from at least Dynasty IV and probably earlier.  It 
is evident from the quantity of Hieratic ostraka and the ceramics that the site was the centre of the 
cult of Seth and various co-templar deities throughout the first millennium BCE, and that this 
situation probably was also the case during the New Kingdom.  The data provided by the new 
ostraka, combined with that from the large quantities discovered previously, will enable a far more 
detailed account of the site and its functions to be written. 
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Figure 1: Schematic Plan of Mut el-Kharab showing the location of the excavation units. 
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Figure 2 showing the location of the excavated units  
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Trench 29 on right 
 

 
Trench 37 looking south. 
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Trench 38 showing Third Intermediate Period ceramics 
 
 

 
Trench 38 showing deposit with ostraka, faience vessel and copper-alloy stamp 
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Trench 39 showing remains of floor and wall of temple 
 

 
Trench 39 showing remains of the western wall (right) 
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Trench 41 showing cut with lower courses of temple wall 
 
 

 
Trench 41 showing reused blocks in lower course of wall 
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Trench 41 inscribed block with cartouche of Ramesses XI. 
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Trench 40 showing large robbers’ pit revealing walls of the structure. 
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