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Professor Lynette Russell AM is the deserving recipient 
of the first ever ARC Laureate Fellowship awarded to 
the Faculty of Arts at Monash University. Professor 
Russell’s award is one of just 17 Laureate Fellowships 
bestowed across the nation in 2019.

Titled ‘Global Encounters and First Nations Peoples: 
1000 Years of Australian History’, her project was 
awarded $2.94 million over five years. The program 
will explore encounters between Australia’s Indigenous 
peoples and voyagers from the sea over the period of 
a millennium. It will use an interdisciplinary, multilingual 
team including three postdoctoral fellows to generate 
new understandings by synthesizing historical, 
archaeological, anthropological and linguistic sources 
from Australian and European collections. Professor 
Russell recently undertook an intensive Dutch reading 
course to help facilitate the research.
 
The Fellowship will result in an innovative 
reconstruction of Australia’s role in global exploration 
creating a new trans-disciplinary intellectual school, 
with the potential to recast Australia’s history, 
national identity, and place in the world. It will have 
a transformative impact on ongoing debates over 
Australia’s national identity and the urgent need for 
reconciliation with Australia’s first peoples. 

“This is an exceptional and career 
defining achievement. Most of 
all it is recognition of Lynette’s 
outstanding research and research 
leadership over many years.”

Professor Sharon Pickering
Dean of Arts

In 2019, Professor Russell was awarded the Kathleen 
Fitzpatrick Fellowship for women’s mentoring. As 
part of her Laureate, she will run an annual mentoring 
program focusing on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander early-career women researchers.



PROFESSOR
LYNETTE RUSSELL AM

“This is an incredibly exciting opportunity to 
change the way Australians view their history. 
This project will make an impact and leave a 
lasting legacy.” 

Professor Lynette Russell AM
Director, Monash Indigenous Studies Centre

Professor Lynette Russell AM is one of Australia’s 
leading historians and an internationally recognised 
expert on Indigenous histories. Her frequently 
collaborative and interdisciplinary research focuses on 
developing an anthropological approach to the story of 
the past, challenging not only what we know but how 
we know it.

Professor Russell has held fellowships at both 
Cambridge and Oxford. She is Deputy Director of the 
Australian Research Council’s Centre of Excellence in 
Biodiversity and Heritage. She has published over twelve 
books on topics as diverse as museums and museum 
displays, Aboriginal faunal knowledge, colonial history, 
and the early Australian whaling industry.

Professor Alison Ross
Associate Dean of Research

“It is fitting that Monash Arts’ first 
ARC Laureate Fellow is someone of 
Professor Russell’s intellectual calibre 
and achievement, as well as her 
unstinting, career-long commitment 
to supporting the next generation of 
Indigenous scholars.” 


