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NOW  THE  GOOD  NEWS  .  .  .
Twelve thousand, eight hundred Monash students did NOT occupy the University Offices last nicht.

(At last count. 70 people - the equivalent of 0.5 percent of the student population - spent the nisht in
the foyer.) And, contrary to some widely publicised claims, approximately 12,300 Monach students did
NOT attend the lunchtine meeting that allegedly "authorised" the occupation in their name.

J

For some months an intensive, if narrowly-based,
propaganda campaign has been waged on campus, aimed
at ending (?), amending (?), destroying (?) assessment
procedures in the University.

On the evidence of attendances at general meetings
called to discuss the issue, there seems to be little
support for the iu-defined aims of the campaign. On the
contrary, it is clear that there is confusion in the ranks
of the campaigners about what those aims should be.

All of which is not to say there is no merit in at
least some of`the proclaimed objectives.

But there is, perhaps, something to be gained from
a rational examination of the changes that have taken
place in assessment in recent years, and a sober look
at the efficacy of the confrontation tactics that some
students - and others - have adopted.

First, what changes have there been?

SOUND has been browsing through some of
the faculty handbooks and dredged up the following
random selection (far from exhaustive) of changes in
methods of assessment - achieved largely through
constructive and cooperative discussion between
students and their lecturers and professors.

For instance, in ARTS. three of many examples
are:

The two parts of the course for unit FR22304
(French) -"The I 9th Century Novel" -are assessed
respectively by (1) regular wri,tten work, class tests,
and a semester test, and (2) the semester's work,              .
including class tests.

For. the Unit HY22908 - Australian History -
students may choose between two methods of assessment:
entirely by written work submitted during the year,
or by a combination of written work and examination.
(In  1968, Australian History was assessed by means of
two three-hour examination papers.)

In Sociology, a student may opt for a final

grade based exclusively on course work, or on a
combination of course work and an examination.
Those who fail to achieve a pass grade on course
work must take an examination, while those who
obtain a pass grade on course work may, if they
wish, still take an examination in an attempt to
improve this grade.

In EDUCATION, the unit "Child Development" is
assessed solely on the basis of work done during the course,
which consists of extensive writing, taking part in seminars,
undertaking practical work and completing written
assigrments.

In ECOPS, all departments have made wide ranging
changes. Just a few examples are:

Assessment for the unit E230 - Agricultural Economics -
consists of assignments, a mid-semester test, tutorial work,
and one two-hour paper. In unit E339 i Economic Growth -
there has been a recent change in the method of assessment
so that students are now required to complete two essays and
one two-hour paper, the essays to count towards the fi;nal
eramination.

In American Politics, students nday choose between
two methods of assessment: (1) one essay (407o) and one
three-hour paper (6Ovo) or (2) two essays (8Ovo) and an oral
eranrination (20%). In 1968, the unit "Political Systems of
USA and USSR" was assessed solely by means of a three-hour
examination.

In the Faculty of SqENCE, a recent survey has
shown that, while au subjects conduct some end-of-year
examining and most also include mid-year examining,
continuous assessment foms some part of the overall
assessment in all subjects. On average, the weicht of
continuous assessment is about 30 per cent.

In the past few years, experiments in assessment have
included open-book examinations, oral assessment of
practical work, first-year project work in laboratories and
participation in research projects.

Clearly, there are advantages to be gained through
calm, reasoned discussion at departmental and faculty level.
NOTHING can be gained from occupations of the University
Office,s and the disruption of the work of University
employees who have no influence on the decision-making
process in purely academic areas.

NON.E of the changes mentioned above came about
as a result of pressure or direction of the Vice-Chancellor,
OR the Council, OR the Professorial Board. It is sheerest
fantasy to suggest that they could.



PROFESSORIAL BOARD
ELECTIONS NEXT MONTH

Ballots win be conducted next month to elect
11 new members of the Professorial Board. This
follows changes in the Statutes providing for the
election of students and members of the non-
professorial teaching staff to the Board (see Monach
Reporter, No. 32).

The elections win bring total membership of
the Board to I 18.

Nominations have now been invited for :

*   Two members to be elected by graduate

students.
*   Two members to be elected by undergraduate

and diplom students.
*   One member to be elected by the teaching

staff of each of the seven faculties.

The student members elected will serve until
May 14,1975. Members elected by the faculties of
Arts, Economics and Politics, Education and
Engineering will serve until November 30,  1976.
Members elected by the remaining faculties win
serve until November 30,1975. (Further elections
will be held next year to choose student members to
serve for a full year from May,1975.)

Full details are in notices displayed on an
faculty noticeboards, or may be obtained from
the office of the Academic Registrar.

Nominations close at noon on Wednesday,
October 2. If there are more nominations than
vacancies, elections win be held on Wednesday,
October 16.

Any election will be declared void if the total
number of voting papers received is Less than 1 0
per cent of the number of persons on the roll of
electors for that election.

DEAIN ON iINU COUNCIL

Professor Rod Andrew, Monath's Dean of
Medicine, has been appointed to the Council of the
Australian National University. The Governor-General's

approval of the appointment was announced this week
by the Minister for Education, Mr. Beazley.

Professor Andrew will hold office for three years
from September 30,1974.

SPECIAL ENTRY SCHEME FOR 1975

Next year Monach will run two special entry
schemes for students who can show definite educational
disadvantage.

The first scheme ("Educational Disadvantage")
is for those who have gained, or are expected to gain this
year, the normal minimum qualification for entry (HSC).

Allowance will be made by the University for
factors of educational disadvantage which can be crown
to have influenced an applicant's results over a substantial.
period of his or her schooling. Under this scheme
applicants must stall apply through VUAC in the normal
way for university entry.

The other scheme ("Early Leavers") is for those
who left school before 1970 and who have not gained
the normal minimum entry qualifications. Under this
scheme applicants who can chow educational disadvantage
wh sit for special tests.

In both schemes the main grounds to be considered for
educational disadvantage will include : shortened secondary
education for finily and/or financial reasons: mother tongue
not Entlish; aborigival or part aborigival descent ; school
deficiencies (staff and/or equipment chortages etc.) ; two or
more subjects taken by correspondence.

Application forms are obtainable by writing to the
Academic Re¢strar. Applicants must state which scheme
they wish to apply for. Completed application foms must
be returned by Friday, October 18. All enquiries must be
made in writing.

PHYSICS AND MUSIC

Professor N. Fletcher, of the department of
physics, University of New Entland, will give an "evening
entertainment - with some physics and some music" in
the Alexander Theatres at 8 p.in. on Monday, September 23.

The event has been arranged by the Victorian
Branch of the Australian Institute of Physics.

Professor Fletcher, physicist and flautist, will
discuss some aspects of the science of music. He will be
assisted by the MCDemott String Quartet and Roger Heagney .
(harpsichord and virginals).

Admission is free;  all welcome.

RARE BOOKS DISPLAY
"John Gartner and The Hawthorn Press - an

exhibition of hmited editions" is the title of a display now
open in the Rare Books Room, lst floor, Main Library.

PHOTOCOPIER WANTED

The Faculty of ILaw requires a 3M Secretary Model
Photocopier. Any department that wiches to dispose of one
is asked to contact Mr. E. Martenstyn on extension 3389.

PUBLIC LECTURES AT MONASH

Two important public lectures will be given at
Monach next week.

Australian History

Eminent Australian historian, Professor Manning
Clark, will speak on `Writing history in Australia" in the
Alexander Theatre on Tuesday, September 24.

Professor Clark has been professor of history at
the Australan National University since 1949. He recently
pub fished the third volume of his History of Australia:
The Begivning of an Australian Civilisation, 1824-1851.

Professor Clark will be delivering the fourth Oscar
Mendelsohn Lecture.

The lecture win beSn at 8.15 p.in. Admission is
free.

Oninese Communes

Visiting China expert, Neviue Maxweu, will give a

public lecture on "China's Communes" in Rl at 8 p.in.
on Wednesday, September 25.

Mr. Maxwell is visiting Australia at the invitation
of The Committee for Australia-China Relations. He is an
authority on the Sino~Soviet border problem ape on
lndo-Chinese relations.

Wednesday nicht.s lecture has been arranged by
the Monash Centre for Continuing Education.  Admission
is free.

Authorised by K.W. Bennetts, Infomation Officer.


