
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Winemaker rides the 
highs and lows 
 Mark O’Callaghan 

Course graduated from: BSc majoring in 
anatomy and physiology 

Year of Graduation: 1997 

Job: consultant at Wine Network Consulting 

Career: jobs in wineries in Australia, Austria 
and Italy while studying; senior wine-maker at 
Yarra Burn; solo consultant  

Reflection: “Science gives you that clarity of 
thought and evidence-based way of 
approaching your decision-making.” 

 

 

“The impact Monash has had 
on my life has been 

profound.” 

Mark O’Callaghan was studying third-year science at 

Monash in 1994 and contemplating medicine or an 

honours year when he found himself distracted by a 

more exciting prospect. 

“I started work in wineries in 1995 to see if I liked it and 

it was electrifying,” says O’Callaghan. “It was a full 

sensory and intellectual experience.” 

O’Callaghan graduated and embarked on a course in 

oenology at Charles Sturt University by 

correspondence.  

Degree provides a headstart in wine-
making 

“Because I’d already studied science I hit the ground 

running on the basic biological concepts,” he says. 

He worked in the field full-time during the course, 

starting at De Bortoli’s in the Yarra Valley, then as a 

cellar hand in McLaren Vale, South Australia. They 

were heady times. “I worked in Australia, Austria Sicily 

and did vintage in Canberra and Heathcote.” 

The wine industry in the 1990s and into the 2000s was 

buoyant. 

O’Callaghan started at Yarra Burn – the winery where 

he made his reputation as a senior winemaker – in 

2004, working for BRL Hardy, its owner at the time. 

Award winning wine and bittersweet 
experiences 

His first vintage in 2004 won the trophy for Best Pinot 

Noir at the 2005 Royal Queensland Wine Show. But 

2007 was “a killer year” after the harvest was beset 

with microbial problems and became smoke-tainted 

following bushfires to the north.  

O’Callaghan had established a good team and Yarra 

Burn was “humming” when it was closed down in late 

2010 by US company Constellation, which acquired 

BRL Hardy.   

Constellation retained O’Callaghan’s services but it 

was a big blow to him. “The winery was one of the 

most efficient around. We’d cracked it,” he says. 

Accepting the awards for the Best Sparkling wine and 

Most Successful Exhibitor – the winery with the best 

average score across the range of entries – at the 

2011 Yarra Valley Wine Show for his final vintage was 

a bittersweet experience. 

Move to consultancy 

O’Callaghan has been working as a consultant since 

then, initially on his own before joining Wine Network 

Consulting in November 2013.  

His first job with the well-established group was an audit 

of wines after the Melbourne Wine Show, his second to 

advise a relatively new winery in India, an exciting 

experience. He is studying an MBA by correspondence. 

“I’m not sure I could’ve handled the two correspondence 

courses without my time at Monash,” he says. “The 

impact this place has had on my life has been profound.” 

The university’s best legacy though was that 

O’Callaghan met his wife Estelle there, he says. 

 

 


