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Why would I try to set up a 'fiesta' on top of 

the mountain at -20C with oxygen levels 60% 
lower than at sea level? For me, it is an 
attempt to combine my passion 
(mountaineering) with something I really care 
about, hence, saving the planet, so the next 
generations can explore this fantastic place 
we call home in no worse conditions than 
today. And if we can make renewables work 
in these harsh climate conditions, surely we 
can find a way to drive uptake of 
renewables, a key solution to driving a low-
carbon future and saving the planet.  

When? The timing couldn't be better! My 
expedition will take place right after the 
COP25 climate conference, where 195 nations 
come together to tackle carbon emissions 
reduction. It was a great experience to attend 
COP24 last year and see Monash University 

receiving The Momentum of Change award 
for its Net Zero initiative. This year promises 
to be even more exciting as I have an 
opportunity to be on the other side of the 
stage and attend the conference as a delegate 
from Latvia.  

Climate change is a global issue affecting the 
East and West alike. We need to keep talking 
about it, keep engaging people around this 
topic and pursue more action. There are so 
many ways how each of us could raise more 
awareness about the climate crisis. My 
approach is to climb higher and shout louder 
that ‘the only war we need to fight today is 
against climate change. And wind and solar 
are the weapons we should take up!’.   

How? It will take 20 days to complete the 

expedition. It may sound a lot for a single 
mountain, but you need to develop an 
adequate degree of altitude acclimatization. 
The rule is to 'climb high and sleep low', which 
means that at the end of each day you come 
back down to sleep at a lower altitude than 
the maximum you reached on the day. 
Besides carrying the climbing gear (20kg), I 
will need to take with me a 30W solar panel 
(0.6kg), a 15W wind generator (1.5kg), a 20Ah 

battery pack (1.2kg), and a 12V speaker 
(0.9kg). Day 15 is the summit day when I’ll 
assemble all these pieces together into a 
renewable power system. My final task will 
be to press the ON-button and let the music 
play. Would you like to know what’s on my 
playlist? Support me and pick your favourite 
song!  

About Peter 
Peter's work as a green 
energy engineer on 
community-scale solar 
energy projects with 
Renewable World and 
United Nations 
Development Programme 
brought him across four 
continents. He is currently 
doing a PhD at Monash University in energy 
systems planning. His research is focused on 
bringing more distributed energy resources 
into the electricity network. He also believes 
that we need strong policies to complement 
science in order to fast-track the transition to 
clean energy.

 

Will you join me for the highest altitude 
dance party on land ever?  
 

I've found a beautiful spot for a party on the 
top of the highest mountain in the Southern 
hemisphere –  

Mt Aconcagua (6960m) in Argentina.  

Someone told me that the music sounds 
better when it comes from the sun, so I will 
assemble the highest altitude renewable 
energy power system to ensure that the 
sound system is powered using only WIND 
and SOLAR energy.  

Main components required to assemble a 
renewable energy-based electric power system   

Credits: Nicolas Prieto  

I am seeking sponsorship for my 
awareness-raising expedition! If you would 
like to support me, please reach out:  
peter.lusis@monash.edu  
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