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COUNCIL DISRUPTED - AGAIN!
The Monash University Council met yesterday afternoon at the offices of the Victorian Universities &
Schools Examinations Board in order that it might conduct very inportant and urgent business without interruptions.

There had been some indication that if it had met at the University there micht have been some interference
with the meeting.
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Council had decided that it would hear again the delegation led by Associate Professor Ian Turner, which it
had heard last Thursday ,night, because it seemed that Dr. Turner had then misunderstood the terms on which he would
be heard.

Council had also heard an appeal for clemency from one student, who had not been available on Thursday nicht,
and was about to hear a second student when a number of persons, some of whom were recognised as Monash students,
interrupted the meeting. It was immediately closed by the Deputy Chancellor, who was in the Chair.

TRY A LITTLE FACT . . .
Following the Council meeting last Thursday, a brief statement setting out the Council resolution was issued by
the Vice{hancellor.

Due to the fact that the meeting terminated at 12.45 am. it was not practical to comment on discussions which
had lasted nearly five hours, and had traversed every aspect of a very difficult question.
There is considerable misunderstanding regarding the proceedings of the meeting and inaccurate reports are being
widely discussed on campus. To prevent any misunderstandings, the Council has decided that an accurate account of
what occurred should be available to all members of the University.

Apart from the merits of the appeals that were eventually received, there were important considerations concerning
the total well-being of the University and the necessity not to undemine or give the inpression of undermining the
authority of the University's own system. In addition it was inportant that there should be no suggestion that force or
the threat of force could cause resolutions to waver.
The Chancellor, Sir Doutlas Menzies, convened a special Council meeting on these basic terms:

That Council should meet to decide whether it would consider pleas for clemency from the people who had been
before the Discipline and Appeal Committees, and if so whether it would go on to hear them then and there.

Consideration of all issues
Prior to the cons.ideration of all the issues, the full details of a poll were presented to the Council, the results
of which are now known to all members of the University.

Council had to decide whether and upon what terms it should receive a delegation which was elected by the students
and staff. It resolved to admit the delegation and to hear one member on the question as to whether Council should hear
pleas by disciplined students for clemency, should they choose to present them, and upon no other question.

One of the Council members, Dr. Ian Hiscock, conveyed this information to the delegation. He arranged that the
delegates could use the East Meeting Room to prepare and agree on the case which they wished to present, that they
would be given a confidential copy of the poll results, and then advise the Council in the adjoining room when they were
ready to proceed.
The delegates did not object to this arrangement. Some time later the delegates advised that they were ready and
the five members joined the Council. Associate Professor I. Turner read and tabled a short statement, which expressed
regret that Council had not seen fit to hear the delegation on questions which they believed those who elected them wished
them to present.

The delegation was invited to make further comment, but declined to do so and retired without any discussion.
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-2No communication received
Until mid-way throuch the meeting no corrmunication had been received from the students actually concerned.
Late in the evening a letter sent by five of these students was received, requesting that clemency be exercised by
Council on the grounds that this was desired by the University. It was stated that they would stand by the voting
figures. Council immediately decided that the students should be heard and arrangements were made for them to
attend.

Each student was heard in turn and was offered an opportunity to add to the terns of the joint letter. None
availed himself of the opportunity.
In reaching its decision the Council carefuuy took into account every factor that was before it and every possibflity that was raised by the members.
The Council is charged with the responsibility of ensuring that the University functions effectively. Whilst the
richt to dissent has always been recognised, students do not liave licence to engage in conduct which disrupts or inpedes
the normal activity of the University.

Students have been frequently warned that breaches of discipline win not be tolerated. The Council has no
option but to exercise its responsibility in a fair and proper manner with fun regard to the interests of students and
staff and the good name and reputation of Monach as a University.

GIFTS TO THE. UNIVERSITY
Over the period 1958-1969 the Univers'ity has received gifts and grants amounting to $2,650,165.
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In addition, the Robert Blackwood Hall Appeal has so far raised $513,856; the Religious Centre Appeal raised
$231,101.

SOUND wonders whether those who provided all this will be of like mind in the next decade.

Authorised by R. J. W. Howard, Infomation Office.
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