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MAJOR ADVANCE IN  INTERFERON  RESEARCH
A Monash ros®arch group,  led by Professor Tony Linnano and Dr Graom® Woodrow,  has-succ®ed®d in cloning

thr®® int®rforon gon®s.  Intorfor6n  is a key to the body's natural d®f®nc® against virus  infections.

The research, which is being jointly supported by the
Commonwealth   Serum   Laboratories   and   Monash,
involves    the    use    of    recombinant    DNA    (genetic
engineering) techniques.

The  development  puts  Monash  in  the  forefront  of
world    interferon    research.    Only    a    handful    of
laboratories,   mostly   owned   by   private   companies,
throughout the world have cloned interferon, and much
of the research is clothed in secrecy.

The  Monash  success  is  being  announced  at  a  press
conference   in   the   department   of  Biochemistry  this
afternoon.

It also forms the basis of a paper to be presented at an
international   conference   attended   by   specialists   in
genetic engineering which will be held at Monash next
week.

The conference,  organised by Dr Phillip Nagley and
Professor  Linnane  is  a  satellite  meeting  of  the  12th
International  Congress  of  Biochemistry  to  be  held  in
Perth the following week.

The  Monash  meeting,  from  August  9  to  13,  is  on
Manipulation and Expression of Genes in Eukaryotes.
Some  200   scientists   will   attend,   including   50   from
overseas.  The  scientific  program  includes  36  research
papers  presented  as  lectures,  with  another  40  papers
displayed on poster boards.

The main theme of the conference is the structure and
function  of  genes  in  relation  to  the  wide  range  of
biological  processes  carried  out  in  cells  of  complex
living  organisms  (eukaryotes).  The  specialised  field  of
the  participants  is  molecular  biology,   a  particularly
important   facet  of  which  is  the  recombinant  DNA
technology,  which permits the rearrangement of DNA
molecules,  the  joining  up  of  different  genes  and  the
transplantation of genes from one organism to another.
The  procedures  are  known  as  genetic  engineering  or
gene-splicing.

The  research  work  in  molecular  biology  and  gene
manipulation  to  be  discussed  during  the  week  relates
directly  to  a  variety  of important  problems  including
cancer research, inherited diseases in man, parasitology,
immunology,    agriculture,    plant    diseases    and
biotechnology.

SPECIAL RESEARCH GRANTS ANNOUNCED
The Vice-Chancellor has approved the distribution of

$48,780 in the second round of Special Research Grants
for  1982.

The money will support 24 projects in the faculties of
Arts, Engineering, Law, Medicine and Science.

They  include  a  sum  of  $1383   for  Visual  Arts  to
provide research assistance in compiling a catalogue of
the University's art collection.

AUSTRAI,IAN STUDIES CENTRE, LONDON
Professor   G.C.   Bolton,   of  the   School   of  Social

Inquiry,   Murdoch   ,University,   has   been   appointed
professor and foundation head of the newly-established
Centre   for  Australian   Studies   at  the  University  of
London.

Professor Bolton has written to the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Martin,  outlining  some of the plans  for the
new Centre. These include the introduction of a course
in Australian history (beginning September,  1983), the
appointment  of  a  lecturer  in  a  discipline  other  than
history    (possibly    politics    or    sociology),     the
establishment of an exchange scheme and a number of
other initiatives.

Professor  Bolton  invites  comments  and  suggestions
of  ways   in  which  the  Centre  can  be  of  service  to
Australian academies, details of staff members visiting
London who are likely to be interested in the work of
the Centre and of university departments interested in
hosting exchange fellows from the UK.

A   copy   of   the   letter   may   be   perused   in   the
Information Office.

ELECTION NEWS
Professor Bruce West has been elected unopposed to

Council .by  the  Professors  of  the  University.  He  will
hold office until July 2,  1986.

***

Mr Geoff Wilson (Biochemistry) has been returned to
Council  for  a  further  term  in  an election to  choose  a
member  from  among  the  non-teaching  staff  of  the
University.    The    election    was    contested    by    six
candidates.  Mr  Wilson  will  hold  office  until  July  2,
1986.

***

Nominations have been called for the term election of
one   member   of   Council   by   the   graduates   of   the
University.    Graduates    who    are   members    of   the
University staff or are students are ineligible.

The member elected will hold office from October 21,
1982,  until  October  20,   1986.  Nominations  close  on
Wednesday, August 25. Nomination forms and further
information   may   be   obtained   from   the   Returning
Officer, Mr J.D.  Butchart.



SOCIETY OF EDITORS
An   Australian   and   New   Zealand   Association   of

Editors of scholarly publications is to be formed soon to
complement   similar   societies   in   Europe   and   North
America. It is expected to be operational by May 1983,
when the third  annual  conference  of scientific editors
opens in Philadelphia. Editors interested in joining the
new  society  should  contact  the  Publications  Officer,
Mrs  Lee  White  (.ext.  2042),  or  write  to  the  convener,
Basil Walby, PO Box 89, East Melbourne, 3002.

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 1983
Application  to  Graduate  forms  are  now  available

from  the  Student  Records  Office,  University  Offices
Building,  for bachelor degree candidates in their final
year who expect to qualify for their degree at the  1982
annual  exaniinations  and  who  wish  to  graduate  at  a
ceremony in  1983.  Completed forms should be lodged
by Monday, August 30, 1982.

Students in those faculties in which honours are taken
in an additional year who intend to proceed to honours
should not complete an Application to Graduate form
until August in their honours year. If the honours year
is subsequently abandoned an Application to Graduate
form for the pass degree should be lodged forthwith.

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM, 1984
Submissions   are   now   being   received   from   those

departments  wishing  to  have  an  American  academic
working with them for a period beginning in 1984.

Submission papers are available on request from:
Australian-American  Educational  Foundation,  PO

Box  1559,  Canberra  City,  ACT,  2601.  (Phone  062 47
9331/2)

HALL WARDENS WANTED
The    wardenships    of    two    of    the    University's    Halls    of

Residence-Farrer and Richardson-will become vacant at the end of
1982.

Applications for the positions are now being invited from men and
women who  are present members  of the University staff,  and  from
persons who have accepted appointments which they will take up early
in  1983.

Since almost all the duties of a Halls Warden are performed outside
normal University hours, an honorarium equivalent to 10 per cent of a
Reader's salary is paid. Rent-free accommodation is also provided for
a warden and his or her family.

Full  details  of the  conditions  of appointment  should be obtained
from Staff Branch, but intending applicants are also. advised to talk to
Associate  Professor  J.H.  Smith  of  Howitt  Hall,  chairman  of  the
Committee of Wardens, about details of the positions.

Applications should be made in writing to the Staff Officer before
August 31,  1982. Each appointment will be for a period of three years
in the first instance.

NH&MRC PROGRAM GRANTS
Applications are invited for program grants commencing in  1984.

Program  grants  are  designed  to  provide guaranteed  support  over
five  years   for  an  outstanding  individual  scientist  working  as  the
accepted  leader  of a research  team  that  normally  comprises  several
independent scientists.

The closing date for "first stage" applications is Thursday, August
26, 1982. For further information contact Mr B.D. Shi.elds (ext. 3012).

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Sir Robert Menzies Memorial Scliolarships in Law and Medicine:

Open to graduates under 36 years of age. Tenable normally for up
to two years at either Oxford, Cambridge, St.Andrews or Edinburgh.

Benefits  include:  280  pounds  per  month  living  allowance,  with
additional allowances  for dependent spouse and children;  return air
fares  for  scholar  and  dependents;  loo  pounds  p.a.  internal  travel
allowance; tuition, examination and other fees; books and equipment
allowance of 2cO pounds in first year and loo pounds in later years; up
to  loo pounds for typing and binding of thesis.

Emoluments will be revised from time to time to reflect the cost of
fees and other expenses.

Applications close in Melbourne,  September 30,  1982.
***

Cowrie Scholarships :
For  members  of  the  armed  forces  who  served  in  a  combat  area

during the war of 1939/45 or their dependants.
Post-graduate:  For higher degree studies. Tenable up to three years.
Value $3500 p.a. Applications close at Monash,  October 31,1982.

Undergmduate:   Value   $250   p.a.   Applications   close   in   Sydney,
September 30,  1982.

***

NH&MRC Biomedica] Research Scliolarships:
For    Science    graduates,    to    gain    full-time    medical    research

experience.    Stipend   and   allowances   similar   to   Commonwealth
Postgraduate Research Awards.

Applications close at Monash on September 23,  1982.
***

Australian National University Vacation Scholarships 1982/83:
Available   for   third   or   later   year   undergraduates,   to   enable

supervised  research  at  ANU  for  at  least  eight  weeks  in  December-
February. Fares, Hall of Residence fees, and a weekly allowance are
provided. Applications close in Canberra, September 17,  1982.

***

NH&MRC Biomedical Research  SclioLarships:

For   Science  graduates   wishing   to   engage  in  medical  research.
Stipend    $4620    p.a.    plus    family    allowances    and    grant-in-aid.
Applications close at Monash,  September 23,  1982.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions avail`able, not previously listed in Sound:

ACADEMIC
ECONOMICS & POLITICS

Politics-Research A§si§tant
MEDICINE

Physiology-Temporary Lecturer
SCIENCE

Computer    Science-Lecturer/Sen.    Lecturer    (Continuing    &
visiting)

GENERAL
COMPTROLLER

Staff Branch-Secretary; Salaries-Clerk
LIBRARY

Assistant Librarians (3), (Temp)

MEDICINE
Biochemistry-Technical Officer `8'

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First Floor,  University Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension 2047,  clerical positions to 2038,  and technical positions to
2055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.
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