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REVIEW  OF  RADIOACTIVE  PROCEDURES
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ray Martin, has ordered a thorough overhaul of experimental procedures involving

radioactive materials and  human volunteers.

Professor   Martin   said   today   that   stringent   new
measures will be introduced to prevent a repetition of a
radiation incident in which 46 volunteers were injected
with   higher   than   intended   amounts   of   radioactive
iodine.

``1    have    asked    the    Standing    Committee    on

Experiments Involving Human Subjects, as a matter of
urgency,  to  draw  up  new  regulations  governing  these
activities, "  Professor Martin said.

The 46  were  among  116  people  who  took  part  in  a
research    project    between    September     1980    and
September 1982 aimed at improving first aid treatments
for snakebite.

The  program  was  abandoned  late  last  year  when  it
was  discovered  that  a  malfunction  had  occurred  in
electronic  equip.ment  used  to  measure  the  amounts  of
radioactive iodine administered to volunteers.

The  Vice-Chancellor's  order  follows  receipt  of  the
report of an expert working party set up to investigate
the incident.  A copy of the report has been sent to the
Victorian Health Commission.

Professor Martin said that, while the health effects of
the   incident   on   the   volunteers   were   negligible,   the
University took an extremely serious view of the matter.

On  learning  of the episode,  he  said,  he had  ordered
that the project be abandoned and an immediate inquiry
conducted.

The matter was referred to an independent expert, Mr
D.J.    Stevens,    former    director    of   the    Australian
Radiation Laboratory, who agreed to chair the working
party.

Other members of the party were:
Professor  R.H.  Day,  Professor  of  Psychology  and

Chairman  of  the  Professorial  Board's   Standing
Committee   on   Experiments    Involving   Human
Subjects;

Professor M.E.  Holman,  Professor of Physiology;
Professor  R.C.  Nairn,  Professor  of  Pathology  and

Immunology;
Dr J.R.  Stockigt,  Honorary Associate Professor and

Director  of the  Endocrinology  Unit  at the Alfred
Hospital;

Mr T.N.  Tan,  Radiation Protection Officer.
"The   working   party   found  that  the   amounts   of

radioactive  iodine  taken   up  by  the  thyroids  of  the
volunteers  were  very  small,"   Professor  Martin  said.

"They were,  in fact,  smaller than occurs in the routine

medical diagnostic procedure which uses Iodine-13l  to
measure thyroid uptake in patients.

"Nevertheless,   it   was   understandable   that   some

volunteers  might  experience  some  anxiety  about  the
incident,"  he said.  "The University therefore arranged
for   them   to   have   medical   consultations   with   two
specialists-one  from  within  the  University  and  one
from outside.

"These  consultations  were  concluded  late  in  June.

Similar consultations have been offered to others of the
116 volunteers who took part in the experiment."

Other    steps    announced    by    the    Vice-Chancellor
include:

•Withdrawal of permission to three of the researchers
engaged  in  the  project  to  conduct  experiments  using
radioactive    material    until    they    can    demonstrate
adequate  training  and  experience  in  the  use  of  such
material.

•A  review 'of the  practice  currently  followed  in  the
approval  of  experiments  involving  the  irradiation  of
human subjects.

PARKING REVIEW: CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
The   Committee   established   by   Council   to   review

certain  aspects  of  the  University's  car-parking  policy
has called for submissions.

Members of the Committee are Dr Keith Farrer and
Mr Rob Kinsman,  both lay members  of Council,  who
have been asked `to review the terms of reference of the
Parking  Committee  (listed  on  page  324  of  the   1983
University   Calendar)   and   the   University   policy   on
parking, and specifically to consider means of financing
parking'.

Written   submissions   from   interested   persons   or
groups should be addressed to the Secretary to Council,
Mr M.D. Watson, University Offices, so as to reach him
by Friday,  July 29,  1983.

COUNCIL MEMBER HEADS NERDDC
A  member  of Monash  Council,  Mr  Jan  Kolm,  has

been   appointed   Chairman   of   the   National   Energy
Research,  Development and Demonstration Council.

Mr Kolm is a former Technical and Research Director
of   ICI   Australia   Limited    and   was    appointed   to
NERDDC    two   years    ago.    He   succeeds    Mr    J.B.
Kirkwood as chairman.



OFFICE EQUIPMENT SALE
A  number  of  items  of  office  equipment  are  being

offered for sale by tender.
They    include    manual    and    electric    typewriters,

turntables,  video  camera with  two  recorders,  dictation
machine,   photocopiers,   teletype,   new   2HP   electric
motor, glazer,  film splicer and a variety cf other pieces
in various conditions.

For  inspection  contact  Mr  Earl  Headland  on  ext.
3076.

Tenders  close  at  5  p.in.  on  Friday,  July  22.  They
should be addressed to the Comptroller, marked "office
equipment",   and   placed   in  the  official  tender  box,
Buildings  Branch,  University Offices.

COUNCIL ELECTION
Mr John Joseph Lenders has been elected unopposed to
Council  in  an  election  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy  by  the
undergraduate   and   diploma   students.   He   will   hold
office until  June 4,  1984.

CHURCHILL FOR MICROBIOLOGIST
Twenty-six    year-old    Monash    microbiologist    Mr

Richard    Strugnell   has    been    awarded    a   Churchill
Fellowship  to  visit  syphilis  research  centres  in  the  US
and  UK,  where  he  will  study  the  latest  advances  in
research technology.

Mr    Strugnell's    research    is    concerned    with    an
understanding    of   the   immune    mechanism    in   the
disease-an   essential   step   in   the   production   of   a
vaccine.

His research, which is being conducted in the Monash
Department    of    Microbiology    under    the    general
supervision   of   Professor   Solly   Faine,   is   concerned
specifically    with    how    Treponema    pa]]idum    (the
spirochete that  causes  syphilis)  can  evade the patient's
immune  response  to  produce  the  characteristic  latent
infection of syphilis. This problem is one of the barriers
to the production of an effective vaccine.

YOGA FOR BEGINNHRS
The Yoga Society is currently offering a new range of men's

and women's beginners Yoga classes for the second half of the
year.

The  classes  will  be  conducted  by  teachers  from  the  Yoga
Education  Centre  and  will  encompass  a  number  of  Yoga
practices for improving and maintaining physical, mental and
emotional    health    and    well-being.    Concentration    and
relaxation practices  form an integral part of each course.

Inquiries  regarding  classes  can  be  directed  to  the  Yoga
Society   in   the   Yoga   rooms,   Union   basement   (ext.   3093)
between  11  a.in.  and  3  p.in.  daily.

DEPARTURES
Associate    Professor    John    Agnew,    of    the    Monash

department of Chemical Engineering, has left the University to
take up a Chair of Chemical Engineering at the University of
Adelaide.  He began there on July  I.

A graduate of the University of Sydney, with a Ph.D.  from
Monash,   Professor   Agnew   is   a   former   chairman   of  the
Chemical    Engineering   Branch,    Victoria   Division    of   the
Institution of Engineers,  Australia.  He had been an associate
professor  at  Monash  since  1971.

***

The  University's  Legal  Officer,  Jolin  Pilley,  has  resigned
from   the   University   to   take   up   private   practice   in   Glen
Waverley.  He has been with the University since April  '79.

During  July  he  will  be  at  the  University  on  Tuesday  and
Thursday   of  each   week   until  August   I,   when  the   newly
appointed Legal Officer, Mr Renn Wortley,  will take over the
position.

There will be a farewell to Mr Pilley on August  I  in the East
Meeting Room,  University Offices,  at 4 p.in.  Anyone wishing
to  make  a  contribution  towards  a  gift  should  contact  his
secretary.  Thelma Thompson,  on  phone ext.  3010.

***

Mrs Pat Thomson,  a secretary iri the faculty of Law, retires
on July 31  after 18 years in the Law School. Previously she had
spent  a  few months in the Registrar's department.

ALFRED MEDICINE OPEN DAY
Research into thrombosis and bleeding will be highlighted in

Open  Days  at  the  department  of Medicine,  Alfred  Hospital,
on  July 24 and  25.

Staff members  will  be  available  to  discuss  aspects  of their
work     and     there     will     be     audio-visual     displays     and
demonstrations of research on thrombosis,  haemorrhage and
haemophilia.

The department will be open  from 2 p.in.  to 5  p.in.  on the
Sunday and 9 a.in.  to  12 noon on the Monday.

The activity is part of Medical Research Week.

MIGRANT POLICY UNDER REVIEW
A Canadian expert on migration and administrative law will

speak at a Law faculty seminar on "Migrant Policy:  Decision
making and Review" to be held on Wednesday, July 27 at 4.30
P.in.

He  is  Professor  John  Evans  of Osgood  Hall  Law  School,
Toronto.   Other   speakers   will   include   Mr   W.    Lippman,
president  of the Ethnic  Communities Council;  Dr C.  Jessup,
barrister;  and Mrs J.  Sharpe,  lecturer in Law.

For further information contact ext.  3307.

ROYAL SOCIETY'S ROOMS FOR USE
The   Royal   Society   of   Victoria   is   making   available   its

premises  at  9  Victoria  Street  at  modest  cost   for  activities
organised by the scientific community.

Reader   in   Botany   and   Council   Member   of   the   Royal
Society, Dr Terry O'Brien, has been appointed co-ordinator of
such programs.

Dr  O'Brien  says that the  facilities  include  a lecture theatre
(seating loo people), library, kitchen and lounge. He says that
they are ideal  for gatherings  of graduate students and young
staff members of research institutes to discuss their work, such
as  one held  recently by researchers  in  plant  sciences.

Dr O'Brien can be contacted on ext.  3806.

ENTRY INTO SOCIAL WORK
The    department    of    Social    Work    is    now    receiving

applications   for  entry  into  the  course  in   1984.   Forms  are
available from the department,  l lth  floor,  Menzies Building.
Closing date  for applications  is October 7,  1983.

POSITIONS VACANT
New positions available,  not previously listed  in Sound:

BUILDINGS  BRANCH
Grounds section - Gardener

ECONOMICS & POLITICS
Economic History - Graduate Research Assistant

EDUCATION
Project Officer (half-time)

ENGINEERING
Chemical Engineering -  Research Assistant

Copies of relevant advertisements can be sighted on application to
Room  101,  First  Floor,  University  Offices Annexe.

Telephone inquiries about academic positions should be directed to
extension  2047,  clerical  positions  to  2038,  and  technical  positions  to
2055.

All applications must carry a job reference number obtainable from
Staff Branch.
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